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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year A of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Proper 17
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Jeremiah was hard-pressed by the wickedness and impenitence of the world around him. He was overcome with doubt and despair. Can you relate? We all have felt the weight of doubt and despair. The Lord reminds Jeremiah, and you and me, to repent and live with the joy of forgiveness and the promise of a better life to come. Be the shining light that leads others away from the darkness of despair and into the Savior’s forgiving arms. Remember Jesus’ words: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
Romans 8:18-25

God’s stewards live with an awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity. There is a delicate balance in living this way. It is easy to become so occupied with the here and now that we lose sight of the there and then. As wise stewards and managers of life and life’s resources, we will make the most of each opportunity as it comes our way, but we will also live with an awareness of eternity. This means, among other things, that what we do as Christian stewards has not only an immediate but also an eternal impact. Paul reminds us that it is this hope in the eternal that enables us to rise above the varied circumstances of life and maintain an optimistic outlook. Because Christ lives and because our hope is founded in him alone, we can afford to give ourselves away in his service. That’s good stewardship!

Matthew 16:21-26

Christian stewardship stands out in bold all the way through Jesus’ words! His call to his disciples goes beyond our tithe to our very life. Before our money or anything else, he desires our hearts, our will, our self. The resulting struggle is the cross he promises to every Christian. Life can never be found in the empty promises of this world but in Christ alone.

Proper 18
Ezekiel 33:7-11

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary professor John Jeske once said, “Stewardship is taking God at his word.” God is faithful to his promises—all of them. Ezekiel proclaimed God’s promises as his watchman. A loving, gospel-motivated response to God’s Word is our Christian stewardship—faithfully clinging to the promises of the Faithful One, even when those promises are difficult.

Galatians 2:11-16

Do you wonder if Paul struggled with whether to confront Peter regarding his actions that had undermined the gospel? Have you ever struggled to find the courage to defend God’s truth? We all have. But how critical that kingdom activity is! God promises to send us his Holy Spirit to fill us with his courage and to give us the words we feel compelled to speak. May that promise fill you with courage when you defend his gospel truth! May he use you to support those whom you’ve called to defend his truth among you!

Matthew 18:15-20

Look where the Lord’s concern lies. If our brother sins against us, Jesus’ concern is for . . . our brother! But isn’t it we who are hurting? Yes, and his heart and help go out to the hurting—but also to the one who caused the pain. When a fellow Christian sins against us, we have a responsibility to him: to protect his reputation if possible but to protect his soul at all costs. We have the responsibility and the authority to act in the name of our Savior to save his life, and he’s with us as we do so. Could we call this the stewardship of courage? Again, God supplies the resources himself with his promise: I’m with you.

Proper 19
Genesis 50:15-21

Joseph very easily could have held a grudge against his brothers. After all, they sold him into slavery. So the brothers’ concern that Joseph would pay them back now that their father was dead made perfect sense. What did not make perfect sense was how Joseph reacted. He assured them that God had a plan, that he had forgiven them, and that he would continue to provide for them and their families. God, working in Joseph’s heart, led him to use his position, power, and wealth to provide for those who had wronged him. May God work in our hearts so that we are as eager to use our earthly blessings for others!
Ephesians 4:29-5:2

Does stewardship include the way we manage our mouths? What happens when our words hurt instead of building up? Does stewardship include controlling our emotions? What happens when bitterness, rage, brawling, and slander mar our relationships? The Lord calls us to manage every part of our lives. When we use our mouths to communicate forgiveness we imitate the one who forgave us. When our lives are seasoned with sacrificial love we imitate the one who loved us first and best. That offering pleases the Lord too!

Matthew 18:21-35

Ten thousand talents is equivalent to millions of dollars. Jesus intended to pick a debt so huge that the servant could never pay off the debt. Neither could any of us offer up enough money, time, or service to buy ourselves out of sin. Yet with one pronouncement from the cross, “It is finished,” Jesus did that for us. Our debt is paid. And what is the proper response to that?  Is constant thankfulness and praise enough? Is offering to serve him all our days enough? Is bringing an offering of all we have enough? Could we ever return enough to properly thank God for forgiving our debt of sin? No. But by managing all of life and all of life’s resources for God’s purposes, we can demonstrate that we understand and are willing to respond to the payment of that debt.

Proper 20
Jonah 3:10-4:11
God is merciful! Mercy means that God does not treat us as our sins deserve. God called Jonah to lead the people of Nineveh to repentance. And, in his mercy, God relented from destroying Nineveh. In much the same way, God calls you and me to lead others to repentance. And by his mercy, God forgives repentant sinners. God is not merciful because we repent; we repent because we know God is merciful through Christ Jesus. May God bless our efforts to lead family and friends to repentance where God’s love and mercy are waiting for them!

Matthew 20:1-16

All of God’s people enjoy his grace, whether they are brought to faith through infant baptism or experience a deathbed conversion. All who die in the faith, no matter when they were brought to faith, get to enjoy the eternal blessings of heaven. Those who have been lifelong members of the church may be tempted to resent those who seem to come into the kingdom during the last moments of their lives. Our Old Adam suggests that it isn’t fair that we spent our lives in God’s church and spent a good portion of our income supporting the Lord’s work, yet some who seldom darkened the church doors and gave little or nothing at the end of their lives get the same guarantee of heaven. It’s at times like those that we need to go to God’s throne and praise him for his Son’s reminder: “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Proper 21

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Through these words of the prophet Ezekiel, the Lord issues a strong call to repentance. The Lord is warning Israel to turn from their sinful ways. How awful it would be for their sin to keep them out of heaven for all eternity! However, the Lord says that if the wicked person turns away from their wickedness they will live! Just as Israel needed this warning, so do many people today. May we who have heard this warning and taken it to heart use our talents, treasures, and resources to help share it—and God’s promise—with others.

Philippians 2:1-11

The encouragement from being united with Christ—the comfort we have from his love—motivates us to have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus: humble and giving. That transforms us into generous people of God, eager to give our best in all situations.

Matthew 21:23-32

Which of the two sons in our parable showed more love and respect? To answer out of obligation demonstrates only that the one doing it is afraid of punishment. The son who at first bristled at the command, but later repented and did the work, responded out of love, not fear. He knew what was right and did it. Our giving can be out of obligation or out of love. Which is it for you? Which kind of giving do you think God appreciates more?
Proper 22
Isaiah 5:1-7

Just as the owner of this vineyard desired growth in his crops, so also God desires growth in his children. He desires that we grow in how we use our blessings. He desires that we grow in the time we spend in his Word. He desires that we grow in our witnessing ability. And we will grow! We will grow if we faithfully use the means God has given us to grow. That is, if we are faithful in worship, if we regularly attend the sacrament, we will grow and produce God-pleasing results!

Philippians 3:12-21

It’s hard not to fall in love with earthly things. Every commercial, billboard, and ad that pops up on YouTube—all of them promote things, stuff. Did we ever consider that loving all that stuff makes us enemies of the cross? Ah, but we aren’t enemies of the cross. We follow Jesus. Our citizenship is in heaven. We can use all that stuff to serve our Savior as we anticipate the glory that awaits us.

Matthew 21:33-43

“What rotten scoundrels!” you might say. The caretakers of the vineyard were irresponsible—even criminal. When the owner gave over the management of the vineyard to these caretakers, he trusted that they would do a good job. Instead, the caretakers became greedy and possessive, wanting not only the whole share of the harvest but the vineyard as well. For some people, this is the story of their stewardship. We must be careful that we do not become possessive or greedy with what God gives us to manage. As remote as it may seem, loss of faith 

and personal destruction are possible as a result of chronic mismanagement of God’s grace to us.
Proper 23




Isaiah 25:6-9

What happens when we make a good investment? We reap the benefits. When we were baptized, the Lord made a good investment in us. He washed us. He saved us. He marked us as his own. One day we’ll sit down to an incredible banquet in heaven. We’ll enjoy the choicest foods and the finest drinks. As we look at each other across the table we’ll see how the Lord’s investment paid off. It’s not a full bank account, an incredible wardrobe, and a stable of sports cars. It’s you; it’s me—with the Lord forever!

Romans 1:16-17

May we never reject the gospel message or shy away from proclaiming it clearly and faithfully! As stewards of God’s Word, we trust its God-given power for salvation. A right relationship with God through faith in Jesus is the foundation of our lives of faith and service to him and others. We value every gift of God and respect what his Word says about the use of those gifts. May we use his Word and every other good gift properly to his glory!
Matthew 22:1-14

Our Heavenly Father has prepared an eternal wedding banquet for all people. Jesus’ death on the cross was sufficient payment for the sins of the world. Everyone is invited to this wedding banquet of heaven. Sadly, many reject his invitation for their own sinful, selfish purposes. Their rejection does not make the invitation invalid. God’s invitation still stands. Through faithful stewardship of the message of Christ in Word and sacrament, many people come to faith in Jesus and will receive the greatest treasure of eternal life in heaven. This lesson presents ample opportunity to consider our faithful stewardship of the gospel in Word and sacraments. We keep in mind that our jobs and possessions are gifts from God, but they can also turn our focus away from the true treasure of eternal life with Jesus. May we always keep the Lord’s gifts in perspective, listen to his invitation, and use the good news of Jesus in Word and sacraments to keep us faithful until we join the wedding banquet in glory.

Proper 24
Daniel 1:3-21
Daniel faithfully served the government God had placed over him and his friends. He showed respect for governing authorities while continuing to put his relationship with God first, keeping his commands. This section of Scripture is a helpful example for us today as we seek to obey God while submitting to and honoring our government leaders. 
Romans 13:1-7

Sometimes we think that people in biblical times didn’t have the same problems as we do, but respect for authority, paying taxes, and avoiding debt are very contemporary problems. Paul made it clear that we are to respect and obey those who govern us. The rulers of his time were certainly no “nicer” than modern politicians, and yet their authority is from God. The tax dollars of those times were spent no more wisely than they are today. We may feel we are drowning in debt, but people in Paul’s time were sent to jail or sold into slavery to pay off debts! These things are part of the stewardship of all that God gave us when he placed us in our earthly lives. We do these things because God loved us and sent his Son to take the punishment for our sins, to die and rise again. We do these things to bring glory to his name.

Reformation
Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23

Daniel, Luther, and we all have one thing in common: faith in Jesus Christ. Thanks to our faith in Jesus we all face our “lion’s den” moments in life. For Daniel, it is pretty evident that his confession of faith resulted in a life-threatening situation that was resolved by the Lord’s angels. For Luther, his stand for the truth as found in the Scriptures resulted in his life being put in danger. The Lord used his angels and a fellow Christian, a prince, to rescue him from the threats of death. For us, our lives may not be threatened, but the world we live in has no use for what we are all about as Christians. The Lord uses his angels and his Church’s use of Word and sacraments to give us strength to live in a sin-infested world doing battle with our Old Adam and the devil, who daily suggests we not follow the examples of Luther and Daniel.

Romans 3:19-28

The proper motivation is essential for the stewardship of God’s gifts. In no way does our stewardship of these gifts bring us closer to God or our salvation. We are not saved by any work of the law. Good stewardship is essential in the life of a believer as a fruit of faith, but not for salvation. Poor stewardship condemns us, but so does trusting in good stewardship or any of our works. No, we are justified by grace through faith as a gift of God through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. Our living sacrifices made in thanks for what God has done flow from faith in Christ.


Matthew 10:16-23

Christ does not guarantee his followers an easy time as we carry out our mission for him. If we are serious about being his witnesses as the Spirit gives opportunity, we may indeed face opposition and even persecution. This may even occur over how we make use of the Lord’s resources. But as children of the Reformation, let us remain firm in our beliefs and not allow such opposition to sway us from putting God first in our lives and from using his blessings for the spread of his kingdom.
