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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Proper 18
Luke 14:25-35
There are no part-time Christians. Living one’s faith in Christ is an all-or-nothing proposition. Jesus said, “Those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.” May we, through fervent prayer and study of the Word, make thoughtful plans to utilize our time, talents, testimony, and treasures to share the gospel and advance God’s kingdom in every way possible. May we give up everything in this world for him who gave up everything for us! 
Proper 19
Hosea 3:1-5

God’s love for us is limitless and unconditional. He doesn’t overlook sin but admonishes it in love. He directed Hosea to love his wife with such love. His directive was to “Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites.” The Lord continued to love Israel despite its rebellion. In love, God repeatedly called them through his prophets to repent and be forgiven. May we love our communities with the same persistent love. May we generously support ministry efforts that call people to repentance and forgiveness in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

An important focus of this lesson is the stewardship of the hearts of others. The joy of salvation in Jesus is the motivation a contrite heart needs to live to the glory of God and serve others in love. When a brother or sister in Christ has fallen into sin, the Apostle Paul encourages a call to repentance. When a brother or sister in Christ has repented of the sin, the Apostle Paul urges forgiveness and a reaffirmation of love for them so that they will not be overwhelmed by sorrow and despair. We care for each other’s hearts when we refrain from piling up guilt on the repentant. Instead, we pile up love in forgiveness that will encourage others to live and serve within the body of Christ.

Luke 15:1-10

We were precious to Jesus before Jesus was ever precious to us. He devoted all his attention, all his resources, to find you! And when he folded you into his arms through baptism and put you onto his shoulders, he was even happier than you were! Now he bestows on you the honor of joining in his work and sharing in his joy. Through your labor, dollars, words to others, and your prayers to God, you join him in his work of seeking and saving the lost.

Proper 20
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

Earthly wealth is fleeting. It will not last. Those who choose to hoard their wealth will harm their spiritual life and hinder their service to God and others. On the other hand, when God’s children accomplish their tasks faithfully with gratitude in their hearts to God for their abilities and their physical blessings, they will see their wealth as an opportunity to do good for others. The proper focus for the noble use of God’s gifts always has an eternal goal.
1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

Where is your hope? Paul tells Timothy and us where to find certain and secure hope: “Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share” (Evangelical Heritage Version). The riches we receive in this life cannot provide a secure hope for the future. Instead of putting hope in wealth, put your hope in the One who provides the wealth. Do not worship the blessing but worship the hand that gives the blessing. May we use our blessing of wealth to generously support the gospel mission our Savior entrusts to us.

Luke 16:1-13

Jesus was fond of using parables involving money in order to teach spiritual truths. Think of the unmerciful servant, the talents, the workers in the vineyard. Here, however, Jesus uses a parable involving money to address the way Christians use their money. Get a clue from the unbelieving world! Be wise with your money! It’s valuable! Not, however, in the way the unbeliever values it, as a master he serves. It’s valuable, rather, as a means of proclaiming God’s means of grace. The money that we give to the Lord through the church enables the seminary student to devote his time to study, the missionary to make the evangelism call, and the daughter congregation to rent a place to worship. God gives us temporary riches to use wisely to offer eternal riches.
Proper 21
Amos 6:1-7

“Couch potato.” What do those words bring to mind? It’s probably the same picture Amos was describing in the Old Testament lesson for today. Fat cat? Same thing. In our society today we have a severe case of what one economist calls “affluenza.” We are burdened by the general affluence of society and become apathetic to the crying needs of the world around us. And the greatest need is that of hearing the gospel message. Since there is only one way that happens—through the church—it means people must be actively involved, not apathetic. Pew sitters are not to be couch potatoes. Church members are to be excited about using all that God provides to proclaim the good news of Christ and his sacrifice for the salvation of all. In a world of general affluence, there are more than enough resources to do the job. All we need is a little less apathy.

Hebrews 13:1-6

Philadelphia means “the city of brotherly love.” It’s also the Greek word God uses to describe the attitude we are to have for one another. The philadelphia bursts forth into action. That stranger in need? He’s my brother. That man behind bars and that woman in an abusive relationship? My brother and my sister. Philadelphia lusts neither after other people’s bodies nor other people’s money. Instead, it sees the person next to me as an opportunity to serve and the money in my pocket as a means to serve. And, most of all, it sees Jesus my Savior with me every step of the way—never changing, never leaving, always faithful, always forgiving, always loving me like his own brother or sister.

Luke 16:19-31

Which man was rich? Hoarding his wealth for his own pampering manifested the poverty of the “rich” man’s soul. His concern for his brothers came too late. God grant that we always recognize our true wealth in Jesus. Then we will employ our earthly goods for eternal purposes so that through them our lost brothers and sisters can listen to Moses and the prophets before it is too late.

Proper 22
1 Chronicles 29:1,2,10-18

This lesson speaks to the stewardship of both wealth and talents. David used himself as a model for giving to the LORD to build a temple for him and praying that God’s people would follow his example in their giving. Note well the emphasis of David’s prayer. The wealth is the LORD’s, the talents are the LORD’s, the strength to accomplish every task is the LORD’s, and the glory is the LORD’s. The LORD rightly deserves all the honor and praise for our accomplishments and our gifts. We will do well to remember David’s prayer as we strive to serve God with joy and gratitude, “Keep these desires and thoughts in the hearts of your people forever and keep their hearts loyal to you.”
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11, 12

Sometimes persecution suppresses faithful stewardship. At other times, God uses persecution and trial to increase perseverance and faith in Christ, which in turn moves the believer to fulfill every good purpose God has placed before them. This was the case with the Thessalonians. We pray that this is the case with us as well. Faithful stewardship of God’s blessings gives glory to the name of Jesus, who works in us to will and act according to his purpose.
Luke 17:1-10

Minimum standards. Schools have them. Corporations have them. The government has them. A contract (covenant) is normally written based on minimum standards. If the job is completed according to the minimum standards, the student, the worker, or the contractor is paid the agreed-upon amount. In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus is saying the same holds true in the kingdom of God. There is a minimum standard of belief that invokes the covenant promise. Eternal life is available to all who have faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior. There is, however, also a minimum standard of performance in living under the contract. The servant who does his duty, Jesus says, receives appropriate and agreed-upon rewards. As managers for God of his property, our stewardship is part of a minimum standard—it is what is expected of us by the Master.

Proper 23
2 Corinthians 9:10-15

In the previous chapter, the apostle Paul encouraged the Corinthians to generously support the struggling saints in Jerusalem in response to the grace of our Lord Jesus. He concludes this appeal with an encouragement that God will bless their generosity. Not only do generous gifts bless others, but they produce a harvest of righteousness that results in thanksgiving to God. There is great power in the simplest acts of generosity. Generosity fosters gratitude to God on the part of the giver and the receiver. That gratitude is multiplied as people praise God for the obedience that accompanies our confession of the gospel of Christ. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
Luke 17:11-19

Imagine what it must have been like to be the Samaritan leper. He was mixed in with this group of nine Jewish lepers as Jesus approached. Jesus told them to go to the priests. The Samaritan leper obeyed Jesus’ command even though he was forbidden to see the Jewish priests. Full of faith in what Jesus said, he must have thought, “Surely Jesus will provide a way.” Then imagine the faith it took, after he was healed, not to complete the journey but to take a chance by turning back. What if, in turning back, his disease would return? Why did the Samaritan leper do it? For the praise Jesus would give? Certainly not. It was just the right thing to do because of what had happened. Our stewardship is the same. It is the right thing to do because of how much God gives us in Jesus.

Proper 24
Genesis 32:22-30

“I can’t.” “We can’t.” Those words were not in Jacob’s vocabulary anymore. He had gone from being the “Trickster” to the “Struggler.” The Lord never promises an easy road to the goals he gives us in our lives. Don’t let go of the Lord and his promises. He assures us that his blessing is upon us even as we limp along in life.

1 John 5:13-15

Verse 13 sets the tone for this lesson and sums up the purpose of John’s letter: “so that you may know that you have eternal life.” With the understanding of who we are in Christ and the eternal life God has given us in him, we can approach God confidently in prayer. We want to be sure our will is aligned with God’s will in prayer so that when we ask according to his will, we can be confident we will receive it. When it comes to God’s gifts of time, talent, money, possessions, and relationships, we would do well to consider if what we pray for is aligned with the will of God. Our prayers also ought to include a request to use the wisdom and knowledge God has given us to properly prioritize God’s gifts in our hearts and lives. Jesus always comes first.

Luke 18:1-8

In this parable, Jesus echoes a theme about our God that we have heard in other places in Scripture: “If this is what an unbeliever does for you, how much more won’t your Father in heaven do for you?” Here we see an unbelieving judge answering the fervent plea of a widow. How much more then won’t our God answer our prayerful pleas? Whether you are enduring heartache, sickness, loneliness, or financial distress, go to your God in prayer! He will hear you. He will answer you. He is a gracious God who wants what is best for you and he has the power to give you what you ask. But just as the woman in our parable asked for justice, make sure your prayerful requests are focusing on what is most important: spiritual things.

Proper 25
Deuteronomy 10:12-22

Moses offers the LORD’s definition of a good steward: 1) fear the LORD, 2) walk in his ways, 3) love him, 4) serve him, 5) observe his commands. Why would we want to do all of that? The LORD has already done it all for us. He loves us, even though we do not deserve it. He chose us, even though we ran away as far and as fast as we could. He takes care of the needy, even when we forget about them. He has done so much for us. We can respond with lives that serve him!

1 John 2:15-17

“What are you worth?” That question is often answered by calculating the net worth of the assets a person has accumulated. However, the first place we ought to look for real worth is in the love of the Father. Still, it is so tempting to love the world and the things of this world. This lesson reminds us that those who love the world will not have room to love the Father and the Son he sent to save all people. Let us view the things of the world as blessings from God to use to his glory in our short time on this earth. Whatever the world considers “worth” anything will not last. Only those who depend on God will live forever.
Reformation
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Many people like to remember the good old days. These conversations invariably turn to all the stupid things that have been done. The good old days really weren’t all that good. When God looks back on his people, he sees unfaithfulness. His people the Israelites had broken the covenant that he had made with them. They had annulled their marriage with the Lord. But the Lord points to the future: “the time is coming when I will make a new covenant,” a covenant of grace and forgiveness. Remembered no more will be our unfaithfulness: our sinful misuse of our time, talents, and treasures. Taught by the Lord our God, we his people will “know the Lord.” We will know his love, sacrifice, resurrection, and will. These will fill our hearts and minds with the desire and knowledge to live for him. These are “the days.” Saved by God’s grace, we use our time, talents, and treasures to overflow in thanks to our God.

Galatians 5:1-6

Reformation presents a unique opportunity to focus on the blessing of God’s Word. Faithful stewardship of God’s law and gospel is essential to the life of the church and the life of every believer. We cannot be justified by the law. Rather, we are set free from the burden of the law through the saving work of Jesus Christ. In Christ, we are free from the external influences that threaten to alienate us from God and can instead positively influence God’s church and the world with his gospel of forgiveness and eternal life. 

John 8:31-36

We often forget that we are, by nature, slaves to sin. That slavery rears its ugly head each day as we fool ourselves into believing that we are in control of our lives and are not actually slaves. Remaining in Jesus’ words convinces us of the truth: we are slaves to sin, but Jesus has set us free. Only with this understanding are we able to freely serve Jesus and give him our best in every aspect of our lives—time, talents, and treasures.
