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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year B of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Pentecost 15
Deuteronomy 4:1, 2, 6-8

After 500 years of promises, God is about to deliver to his people the land he swore on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But that isn’t even the best part. They had his Word and, through it, wisdom and understanding—even God himself! But jump ahead another 500 years: What good is the land? When Israel and Judah cared only about the gifts and turned away from the Giver, they were left with nothing. Only a wise and understanding people who listens to the Lord and trusts his promises can see that the Giver and Forgiver is the greatest prize. With him we have everything. Without him we are nothing.

Ephesians 6:10-20

The armor is unseen—and so is the enemy. The powers of this dark world hide all around us and quietly go to work in us. The visible blessings God gives are not evil, but the devil and his forces tempt us to use them for evil purposes while they themselves happily go unnoticed. Our only defense is the Lord and his mighty power. He clothes us in his invisible armor, which we put on only by his means of grace. He opens our eyes to see the forces that stand against us and their temptations that seek to topple us. He opens our eyes to see his mighty power, his gospel, his salvation, his peace—not so that we can entirely escape temptation, but so that we can stand against it. The desire and the courage to be godly stewards of visible blessings grow from our awareness of what is unseen and our trust in the Lord and in his mighty power.

Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23

“Tradition, tradition!” sings Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof.” Giving traditions abound in congregations everywhere. Some seek member pledges. Some always conduct a fall stewardship campaign. Even the way we take the offering in church can be a tradition that no one had better mess with. Our reading warns us that traditions need to be periodically evaluated to see whether they still get the results that please God and serve the church. Churches surely want to do things decently and in order, but tradition for tradition’s sake can send us in a wrong direction when it comes to understanding or teaching truths of Scripture. Conversely, traditions that bring honor and give a witness to Christ are to be retained. The question to ask is whether the tradition is one proclaimed or prescribed by Scripture, or whether it is a human invention for purely human purposes. And sometimes Scripture commands that we abandon rules or traditions that outlive their purpose or clash with a new command of God. The change in dietary habits for the Jews that Jesus suggests in our text was hard for them to swallow. We know from the book of Acts that Peter had the hardest time in giving up this tradition, but finally obeyed God’s command. As God’s stewards we want to be sure that our way of managing all of life is in harmony with God’s directives.

Psalm 119c

Why do people invest their money? They hope to enjoy greater returns in the future. The more you put in, the greater the potential return. The same is true with the time that we invest with the Word of God. “I meditate on it all day long.” What kind of returns would you guess such a person receives from centering a life around God and what he says? They bring a sweetness and satisfaction that surpass all the sweetness of the world. Time is a precious commodity. Spend it wisely with the Word.
Christian Worship: Supplement
James 1:17-27

Take care of yourself. Don’t let the world pollute your thinking. Keep moral garbage out of your diet. Keep your spirit pure. This is good advice for Christian stewards. We are to be constantly evaluating our relationship to God and to others, especially to others who hold a common faith in the Lord. God’s Word serves as a mirror into which we can peer to examine ourselves and how we manage our lives for the Lord. We can then make the proper adjustments. God will bless such changes, our reading says. It also says that we are not only to know what we are to do, or to plan our actions, but to actually do them. For Christian stewards, the joy is in the doing, in the giving, in the serving. May your life always be one of service to God, the Church, and others.

Pentecost 16
Isaiah 35:4-7a

In the previous chapter God lifts up Isaiah’s eyes to the Last Day and shows him the destruction of the wicked in graphic imagery. Now he shows him the Last Day from the believer’s perspective with imagery just as rich. His retribution will be in one hand, but his salvation in the other. “Don’t be afraid!” God comforts his people. At the last the creation will be restored to its Creator and Savior. The resources we devote to preparing people for that day are not in vain. They are not lost. We will never lack.

James 1:17-27

Take care of yourself. Don’t let the world pollute your thinking. Keep moral garbage out of your diet. Keep your spirit pure. This is good advice for Christian stewards. We are to be constantly evaluating our relationship to God and to others, especially to others who hold a common faith in the Lord. God’s Word serves as a mirror into which we can peer to examine ourselves and how we manage our lives for the Lord. We can then make the proper adjustments. God will bless such changes, our reading says. It also says that we are not only to know what we are to do, or to plan our actions, but to actually do them. For Christian stewards, the joy is in the doing, in the giving, in the serving. May your life always be one of service to God, the Church, and others. 

Mark 7:31-37

Our Lord Jesus is not far away and out of touch. He is close and compassionate. Consider his care for this special-needs Gentile: He takes him away from the crowds so that the man can focus on him and so that he can focus on the man. He uses his fingers and his spit to communicate to the deaf-mute. He points him to the sky to show where the healing comes from. He is close. He is compassionate. And he heals. He remains just as close today and his compassion has not waned. He knows your needs—spiritual and physical—and he will provide.

Psalm 146

As the nameless rich man demonstrates in today’s Gospel reading, material wealth does not promote generosity. Even the dogs paid more attention to Lazarus than he did. Psalm 146 reinforces where the poor person’s help comes from—not from mortal princes, but from the Maker of heaven and earth. His usual means of providing such help is his people. He gives us wealth so that we might use it for others. More importantly, he gives us hearts that care about others. In this way he allows us to join him in his work: “The LORD gives . . . the LORD loves . . . the LORD watches over”—and so much of that he does through us.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Acts 3:1-10

Peter properly understood that the beggar had a greater need than a few coins. The Lord had for him a powerful message that wouldn’t merely feed him for an evening but would fill him with the bread of life that could sustain him for an eternity. The beggar would soon come to know Jesus not only as one who could heal his physical ailments but also his spiritual ailments. This lesson helps take our eyes off the temporary and earthly to see the great reward our God has given us to share with the broken souls that he places in our paths.
Pentecost 17
Isaiah 50:4-10

In this third servant song we hear our Savior’s first-person description of his commitment to the Word of God and to the suffering by which he saves us. The pain is real, but he will not be deterred. Note how Paul places the servant’s words into the mouth of the believer in Romans 8:36. With the suffering servant now sitting at the right hand of God, we will not be disgraced. Let us not be discouraged. Whether we’re serving him with our money or our suffering or our lives, it will not be in vain. He will not leave us. Let us trust in the name of the Lord and rely on our God.

James 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18

Favoritism treats other people like objects. Why would they treat the rich man well? Because they hoped to get something in return! Why would they treat the poor man poorly? Because he had nothing they wanted. Favoritism is a sin against the royal law to love your neighbor as yourself. It’s treating your neighbor like a rung on a ladder. Love, on the other hand, doesn’t play favorites. Love doesn’t view other people as opportunities to get, but every person as an opportunity to give. Love identifies my neighbor’s need. Then it goes to work to fill it. We love because God first loved us. He doesn’t play favorites. He has filled our needs in Jesus. He will continue to give us everything we need to show Jesus’ love in us.

Mark 8:27-35

What can you give in exchange for your soul? How much would you be willing to pay to get to heaven, that is, if it could be attained by purchase? “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man,” we are told in Romans 5, “though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.” Then Scripture turns right around and tells us “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” How much is that worth? It should demand all our attention. There should never be a question of how much we owe God for his grace. When Scripture suggests that we return to God a portion of what we have been given, it is not a burden, but a blessing.

Psalm 116

The pattern of our relationship with God is this: The Lord gives, and we respond with thankfulness. Because he has turned his ear to us, we will call on his name forever! What great joy can be found in giving back. God blesses us again and again. He provides for our material needs as well as rescuing our souls. In response to his great blessings, we thankfully call on his name, sing his praises, and offer a portion of that with which he has blessed us.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Jeremiah 38:1-13

Jeremiah was thrown into an empty cistern where he sat alone in darkness, sinking into the cold mud. He was there because he was hated for being faithful to the Lord and proclaiming his Word. You might not end up in an empty cistern, but you will likely find yourself in a metaphorical pit because you tell others about Jesus. You may be shunned by family, friends, or coworkers because you speak of Jesus. Your career might be impacted because you live your faith. Like Jeremiah, you can expect to experience hardship for being a faithful proclaimer of the gospel. You may despair when you find yourself in that pit. If so, do what Jeremiah did. Remain faithful despite the hardships. Know that the Lord who rescued you from death and the punishment of hell can surely pull you up from the pit of hardship. Trust him. Continue to serve him with your time, talents, and treasures knowing that he is fully in control.

1 Peter 4:12-19

Peter urges us to not be surprised at the suffering we face as followers of Christ. No, such suffering is to be expected! In fact, Peter goes as far as saying that such suffering is proof that we are among those blessed by God. The suffering we bear now is nothing in comparison to the suffering that will be felt by those left outside of God’s kingdom for eternity. With such an eternal perspective in mind, our God urges us to maintain our focus on serving him faithfully by doing good toward others with the many blessings he provides.

Pentecost 18
Jeremiah 11:18-20

When Jeremiah prophesied, God’s Word did not return empty. It aroused the hatred and scheming of men intent on silencing him for good. Faithful stewardship always costs. We are poor preachers if we are not frank about the cost of discipleship. But through our giving we only become richer. Through it, God teaches us to depend on him and shows us that he will not leave us high and dry. To you, O Lord Almighty, we commit our cause! 

James 3:13-18

Look at the harvest of righteousness that the Lord sows through us. He begins by giving us true wisdom from heaven. It is the opposite of the worldly “wisdom” that prides itself in envy and selfishness. Examples of that foolishness abound all around us—and it rubs off on us! But God works through his Word to replace the world’s “wisdom” in us with his own. It is pure and selfless, and it shows in our deeds. Thus, the Lord shows the world his wisdom and peace through us. Through us he produces a harvest of righteousness. In other words, the good he works through us is not without effect. It produces results that will last.

Mark 9:30-37

Welcome the children! What a stewardship motivation! In Acts, Peter recalled this teaching when he told the crowds that salvation “is for you and for your children.” The church exists not only for those who partake of its message, services, and blessings now, but for your children and grandchildren. If someone had not been faithful generations ago and provided for the continuation of the preaching of the gospel message, you may not have heard it. If families had not banded together and, as good stewards, supported the ministry of your congregation in the past, where would you be today? Future generations yet unborn are relying on you to be faithful with the gifts and resources God gives.

Psalm 31

The “theologian” Charlie Brown made this telling comment: “Most people are always one cookie short of being happy.” How accurate that is of the human heart in its natural state. Only when we, through the Holy Spirit’s work, see God, know God, and receive God’s love, can we be happy. David showed that in his psalms. He was being chased by his foes. He could be dismayed and downcast, but he knew God’s grace. God chose him out of nowhere to defeat Goliath, to be called as the future King of Israel, to be the standard bearer for Christian living. In Psalm 31, David pours out his heart to God, asking for God’s help and distance from his enemies. God the mighty fortress answers. David concludes: “Love the LORD, all his saints! . . . Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.” Since we have the same confidence, we see God’s grace and respond with service to him.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Numbers 12:1-15

How easy it is to speak ill of those that God has put into positions of authority. Yet here in our text we see God demonstrate the seriousness with which he views such sinful behavior. The striking of Miriam with leprosy demonstrates he doesn’t overlook such thoughts and words. The text shows us that the leaders he gives us, particularly our spiritual leaders, are to be valued and honored. He has given these leaders as gifts to his church so that his church might support and encourage them in their service.  
Pentecost 19
Numbers 11:16, 24-29

When the Israelites grumbled, Moses felt the weight of it as if he were carrying the burden all alone. The Lord showed him in this Old Testament reading that he could place his Spirit upon many leaders, and even upon the “unauthorized.” Surprisingly effective service can be given by some from whom you least expect it. For not one of us has all of God’s gifts, but each of us should look for his God-given opportunities to serve while giving thanks for the gifts and services of others. 

James 4:7-12 (and extending through 5:6)

No rich person wants to hear the condemnation of James in our reading for today. Neither did the rich man who tore down his barns to build new and bigger ones (Luke 12) want to hear the condemnation of Jesus. Being rich is not the problem. We are all extraordinarily wealthy when compared to most of the world. The key is in James’ words, “You have lived in . . . self-indulgence.” From the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve wanted to have control and to have God’s role for themselves, the big sin has been selfishness. Think about it. Selfishness is probably the root of every problem you encounter in relationships both inside and outside of the church. It is also the reason why we rebel against God’s expectation that we manage all that he gives to us for his purposes. We’d rather have it for ourselves. We are all convicted by the words of James. Let us all continually seek God’s forgiveness for selfish mismanagement of all of life and continue to seek to do his will.

Mark 9:38-50

How do people know who are believers? Jesus says it is by what they do for Christ. Simply giving someone a drink of water in Christ’s name is a show of saving faith. How do people know that we are believers? Are our actions in line with our faith? We certainly all have been blessed with more than water to share in Christ’s name, but do we share it? Do we help those in need, or are we more concerned about our being inconvenienced? We are the most blessed people on earth—we have the eternal riches of heaven waiting for us. May people come to know our Savior and the riches that are waiting for them, by coming to know us and our Christ-inspired generosity.

Psalm 51b

Nothing in our hands we bring. No sacrifice we offer can atone for our sins. We simply confess our sin and our guilt. The Holy Spirit creates a new heart in us. He fills us with the joy of salvation. That joy opens our lips to praise the Lord. Now we bring offerings not to earn forgiveness, but to express our joy as forgiven children of God.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Philippians 1:12-18a

Paul recognized that those who served within the church didn’t always carry out their service with proper love for God and their neighbor, yet he rejoiced that the Lord’s work continued even through such imperfect vessels. The same remains true today. None of us who are called to serve in God’s kingdom are without sin or personal failings, yet the Lord still entrusts us, sinful beings that we are, with the work of proclaiming his gospel. Despite our failings, God, through his grace, continues to bless the work that we do out of love for him.       
Pentecost 20
Genesis 2:18-24

When God created Eve, he created the family unit—a unit through which he chooses to bless his people with sexual happiness, companionship, and children. What a blessing a family is. Whether you are married or not; whether you have children or not; you are part of a family—both your earthly family, but more importantly your heavenly Father’s family, through which you receive forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and salvation. In light of God’s blessing of family, may each of our families strive to serve our heavenly Father better. May we be better husbands, better wives, better sons and daughters, and better fathers and mothers. May we be better stewards of the gifts he gives to us and our families. May we teach better stewardship to our children. May we model better stewardship to our spouse. In this way, our Father who blessed us with family and made us a part of his family will be praised. 

Hebrews 2:9-11

“God, for whom and through whom everything exists.” This phrase in our reading for today sums up the doctrine of God’s creation and preservation. It also points out again for us that God is the owner and ultimate ruler over all things. And if Christ is our brother, then we are all God’s children, and, as Romans 8:17 says, “heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.” An heir receives the property of the father. God, in his grace, has already distributed to you a good portion of his property. You have gifts and talents that allow you to be a productive person and earn a living and serve others. You have possessions to manage. You have the message of salvation to share. As you live your life, these and all the other manifestations of God’s grace in your life are on loan from the Owner. The proof is that they are all “recalled” (the Greek term used when the rich man in Luke 12 died) by God at the time of death. So, while we live, let us make the best use of what God entrusts to us to manage. 

Mark 10:2-16

In our society, with its casual attitudes toward marriage and divorce, Jesus has strong guidance for us to see that such attitudes adulterate God’s intentions for a man and a woman in marriage.  Perhaps the chief scandal in divorce is the diminished ability of one or both parents to bring their children to Jesus for his blessing. One of the greatest “gifts” we can offer to our Lord is being able to bring back to him our children—the special blessings he’s entrusted to us as parents.

Psalm 139b

David acknowledges the wonderful way in which the Lord made him in the womb and mapped out his future before he was even born. We have every reason to praise our Lord and to make use of the blessings he’s given us, because we, too, have been “fearfully and wonderfully made.”

Christian Worship: Supplement

Ephesians 5:21-6:4

Our God calls us to be living sacrifices reflecting his love in our relationships, especially with the members of our own family. We seek to give the same love, respect, and honor to one another that the Lord gave to us in Christ Jesus. With Christ’s sacrifice for us always in mind, we seek, with God’s help and strength, to be good stewards of the souls God has entrusted to our care within our families. Jesus has gifted our families with the cleansing from sin through his sacrifice. We can return these gifts as we seek to honor, love, and sacrifice for our spouse, our parents, and our children.
Pentecost 21
Amos 5:6, 7, 10-15

In this Old Testament reading, Amos sounds out a call to repentance with inescapable social implications. God’s people are called to turn from attitudes and actions that result in injustices and to seek good, not evil, for others. What an opportunity we have, living in this sinful world, to give a godly witness of what it means to rightly make use of the blessings God has given to us as his stewards!

Hebrews 3:1-6

To us it seems like there could be little doubt that Jesus is greater than Moses. It’s a “no brainer.” Yet this text says much to us today, for we too are tempted to put other things and people ahead of our Savior. The writer uses the example of not giving more honor to the house than to the builder, but how often don’t we give more honor to the blessing than to the Giver of those blessings? We fall into the same traps and the same sins as did those first century Christians. And the remedy is the same as well: “Fix your thoughts on Jesus.” Look to Jesus for forgiveness of your sins. Look to Jesus for the strength to keep your priorities straight, ensuring that Jesus always gets first place in your lives. 

Mark 10:17-27

Jesus is picking on the rich again! Why is it so hard for rich people to enter the kingdom of God? A clue is in verse 22: “At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad because he had great wealth.” The rich man couldn’t get past the time he had to spend on securing, investing, and spending his money to give it all up to follow Jesus. Money and possessions, Jesus tells us throughout the New Testament, are an all-consuming burden. Managing riches for self gets in the way of stewardship—managing everything for God’s purposes. I suspect the rich young man didn’t enjoy his wealth nearly as much as he enjoyed wielding the power it afforded him. As you examine your life in the light of this lesson of Jesus, get to the bottom of it: Is it wealth and possessions that you enjoy, or the managing of your resources? As God’s stewards, our managing is directed toward what God would have us do. This frees you from the burden of wealth.

Psalm 90

Moses keeps us mindful of the shortness and frailty of this present life. As the Lord’s stewards, we pray for hearts of wisdom that cling to faith in Jesus, our Savior, so that we can use the time of our pilgrimage on earth to serve him with joyful hearts.

Christian Worship: Supplement

2 Kings 5:14-27

Naaman was so appreciative of the gift of healing given to him by the Lord that he wanted to compensate Elisha, the Lord’s instrument in healing him. While Elisha declined the offer, his servant Gehazi’s greed got the best of him and led to an agonizing end. As we offer our gifts to the Lord, may he strengthen us to trust in him and not to be greedy. May we not set our hearts on the things of this world but rather on the spiritual blessings that are ours now and eternally!
Pentecost 22
Isaiah 53:10-12

Today’s reading includes the last verses of Isaiah’s fourth “Servant Song,” “The Song of the Suffering Servant.” We base our faith and our lives on Jesus’ fulfillment of this prophecy. We rejoice that we are included in the “many” whose sins Jesus bore, and we can live a life of service to reflect the joy that’s in our hearts.

Hebrews 4:9-16

There is not a hint about money in this text from Hebrews chapter 4, yet it is one of the first things that comes to my mind when I read it. When I read that, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight; everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account,” I think of my well-hidden greed and my secret covetousness. And I realize it’s not so well-hidden or so secret. God sees it. He sees my anguish over writing out my weekly offering check. He sees my sinful reasoning for not giving more. He sees when I am blessed with more, yet my giving remains the same. He sees those sins and many more. He also sees that I need a Savior and he sent me one. When I do have to give an account, it won’t be of my sins, it will be of Jesus’ righteousness. Praise be to the God who sees everything!

Mark 10:35-45

How easily we forget that there is no place in the kingdom for lording it over those around us!  Again and again Jesus teaches us that we are called to serve, imitating his loving service. May this portion of God’s Word serve as a reminder for us to humbly acknowledge the gifts he’s given us and to use them in the service of others.

Psalm 22

The words of this psalm are so familiar on Good Friday, from the obvious foreshadowing of Christ’s crucifixion to the establishment of the words he later said on the cross. But this psalm also highlights the role that evangelism plays as a response to our faith in Christ. We naturally tell one another of what Christ has done for us until all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord. Lord, please support us and guide us as we look for ways to share the good news with others who have not heard it.

Christian Worship: Supplement

1 Corinthians 9:7-12,19-23 

“I do all this for the sake of the gospel.” Is this not the heart of stewardship? It is why we serve and speak and give and work for the Lord. It is the gospel that wins souls for Christ. May we have the same attitude as Paul, that we do not become hindrances to the gospel, but that everything we do promotes the gospel. Good stewards of God’s Word will point all people, both Jew and Gentile, to Christ and his saving work. In doing so, Paul points out that the people served with the gospel do well to financially care for the ministers of the gospel so that they can devote themselves to preaching and teaching.
Reformation
Jeremiah 18:1-11

“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand.” God is the potter. You are the clay.  “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God made us for a purpose: to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to him—joyfully and thankfully obeying his commandments—proclaiming his Word, glorifying him with our actions, and showing his love to those around us. But as far as clay pots are concerned, we are marred. Every year at this time we are reminded of God’s grace given to us through the Lutheran Reformation. Every year we are reminded to reform our hearts and lives.   Just as a potter can reform clay into a new jar, so God graciously reforms us. He sends messengers who proclaim his Word: “turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and actions.” Through Scripture, by grace, through faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice, he leads us to repentance, reforms our ways and actions, and saves us from disaster. 

Revelation 14:6,7

Do we ever connect our offerings with the word “eternal?” How long will my car last? How long

can I go before I must replace the roof? My oven is about ready to fail—how long can I nurse it along? The money in our bank accounts and the things we own are far from eternal. The stock market dips and our money melts away. Our possessions in the garage and kitchen rust, leak, and eventually fall apart. Contrast that with the lasting effect our offerings have. When we share from the gifts that we possess, it enables pastors, teachers, and missionaries to proclaim the eternal gospel throughout the world. Can any other opportunity offer such a great return on our investment?

Mark 13:5-11

Praise the Lord that he has compelled us to believe that the Bible is the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Even though we live in a world that does its best to convince us to believe we have a lot to worry about, we know that wars, national conflicts, earthquakes, and famines are simply the birth pains of this world as it waits for its day of destruction. Earthly blessings are temporary. Through faith in Jesus, we can confidently look forward to the day he will deliver us from this vale of tears and take us to a perfect heavenly kingdom. Meanwhile we will focus on what’s important, that our congregations and our church body have adequate resources to preach the gospel to as many nations as possible so that many other people may still be saved.

Psalm 46

Such a noisy psalm! Mountains crumble and crash into the sea! The sea roars and foams, crashing against the rest of the mountain range, trying to drag it down into the depths! In the middle of the deafening roar, a beautiful river gently winds through God’s city—a scene of incredible peace and quiet. We sit by the stream, surrounded by walls that cannot be shaken, and the quiet envelops us. We bolt upright, frightened as even more sounds crash all around us—the sounds of earthquakes and battles. With a word and a gentle hand, the LORD hushes us: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Our lives are in his hands, and we are content.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Daniel 3:16-28

A better, safer, more abundant life could have been in store for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if they had acquiesced to King Nebuchadnezzar’s order, but trust in God’s deliverance trumped any temptation to worship idols and receive earthly comforts. God has used his Word, his promises, and his gospel proclaimers to keep his people faithful to him in the face of trial and persecution. May he give us hearts that are willing to sacrifice all earthly goods for the true treasure of the gospel message of Jesus. May he give us lips to confess him no matter what the cost.
