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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Pentecost 12
Genesis 15:1-6

Do you remember when you could make a deal with the shake of a hand? Today it seems that contracts are not entered upon without legal documents, attorneys, and notarized statements of intent. God operates differently. He needs no handshake to seal the deal. He needs no lawyers to draw up legal documents. He needs no notary to witness his promise. God promised Abram the blessings of a son from his own body. Abram believed the promise of a biological son and the greater promise of the riches of salvation through the coming Savior. When God makes a promise, it is a promise that is kept. God has promised to take care of us as we strive to serve him. We can believe he will do just that.

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

The specific sin that often prevents us from living according to faith is a love for the world and its possessions. Despite our lost battles with the tempter, God forgives our listlessness in combat.  By faith we look beyond the temporary treasures of this world, and we see our heavenly inheritance, an eternal home in majesty and glory, prepared by the Lord Jesus himself.

Luke 12:32-40

The order of the words Jesus uses in our gospel reading for today is very deliberate. You would think a person’s beliefs would drive his choices. But Jesus turns it around and says that the choices one makes eventually affects his beliefs. Think about it: Seemingly innocent choices of TV programs or movies with violence, or music with violent lyrics, can develop a belief that this is the way the world operates. The choice of “treasure” changes the “heart.” As stewards of God’s gifts, we can make choices about what is precious to us that can affect what we believe. Picking the wrong treasures can even destroy our faith. But picking treasures that are spiritual and eternal preserve our faith and trust in God. May we always hold the cross of Christ as most precious and arrange our lives’ priorities around it.

Psalm 33

The earth certainly is full of the goodness of the Lord since by his word he made the heavens, the earth, and all that is in them. What a display of power! That power gives us every reason and confidence to trust him to provide for us. And what is more, since his plans and purposes are the best, we can take him at his word and trust him to provide all we need. We can do so with confidence since the track record of his unfailing love is impeccable. Knowing this gives us every reason to give him our very best.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Revelation 3:1-6
Spiritual apathy is dangerous. Jesus warns the church of Sardis of their weakening faith and points to their lack of deeds as evidence. “Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die!” is Jesus’ call to repentance. We are wise to heed Jesus’ warning too. Let us guard ourselves against self-satisfaction in this life. Instead, through meditation on the Word, let us ponder God’s overwhelming grace to us in Jesus, and then express our love and gratitude to God through our generosity and acts of kindness.
Pentecost 13
Jeremiah 23:23-29

If you argue loudly enough you will win your point. That seems to be the prevalent line of thought today. Make your point loudly! We hear it in the rising voices of children quarreling or in the angry voices of political dissent. We hear it on picket lines and on the football field. We hear it in our own conversations with the Lord as we attempt to convince him why we can’t give back a generous portion of what he’s given to us. We reason that if we can convince ourselves of this fact, then God will be convinced as well. We speak so loudly that we don’t hear God’s promise of blessings.

Hebrews 12:1-13

The words “discipline” and “disciple” are related. In our society, discipline is often equated with punishment. But the root word for both means “teaching.” As we meditate on our reading for today, it is not hard to catch the idea that discipline teaches something. The runner (or football player or tennis star or gymnastics champion) who is undisciplined will not take the prize. Sometimes discipline is external. The writer to the Hebrews starts there. But eventually, “those who are trained” can begin to practice self-discipline. Christian stewards are by nature not good managers of life and its resources. We learn to respond to God through the teaching of others and by example. Then, later, as we understand God’s grace and his many gifts, we begin to respond from within. May we each strive to become a self-disciplined steward of all of life.

Luke 12:49-53

The Lord Jesus himself warns us that, as his children, we will experience severe trials. Our faith might even be tested to the point of having to choose between submitting to the false beliefs of those who are near and dear to us or to follow the true way of Christ. We will not give up the faith. There is too much to lose: our dear Savior, forgiveness, and everlasting life. Our gracious God, who sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for sin, gives us all that we need for our body and soul.

Psalm 139a

Think of it! No matter where you are, God is there with you. He knows our every step, our every thought! How wonderful this is when it comes to serving him. Even though our best efforts to serve him with time and talents are marred by sin, God graciously forgives and guides us.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Ephesians 6:10-20
With every temptation we fight an invisible battle against “the powers of this dark world” and the “spiritual forces of evil.” Mercifully, by the Word, our Savior equips us with the “full armor of God” to defeat every temptation that comes our way. God’s trustworthy promises enable us to overcome the temptations of greed, selfishness, and worry; and they empower us to be generous, kind, and confident in the Lord’s gracious, providing hand.  
Pentecost 14





Isaiah 66:18-24

There is a joke that says no gathering of Lutherans is official unless an offering is received. It’s true that we limit our idea of the offering to “that which takes place in the service, usually after the sermon, where we deposit our money in the collection plate.” But in both the Old and New Testament the word “offering” carried deep meaning. An offering was an act of worship. It carried the meaning of relinquishing whatever was given into the control of God, to use as he saw fit. An offering of self was the greatest gift one could bring. On the cross, God in Christ offered himself for us. It was, and still is, the greatest gift. As a steward of God’s gifts, including life itself, what have you offered lately?

Hebrews 12:18-24

Remember the “good old days”? Many people have fond memories for days gone by. Yet those who lived in the “good old days” realize that today’s world has its perks, like indoor plumbing, efficient furnaces, modernized farming equipment, and advanced medical technology. Many who remember the “good old days” wouldn’t really want to live them over again. The author of the letter to the Hebrews asks these believers if they really want to return to Judaism with its old covenant of the law. There is no future at Mt. Sinai, no access to God, no eternity with God. Already on earth believers own heaven; already today we possess tomorrow. We are heirs of salvation and all it offers. Let us live in that joy!

Luke 13:22-30

Jesus was the master teacher. What did he teach? He taught the gospel. He taught that there is forgiveness and salvation in him, that God’s love has been shown to all people in him. That was his message and mission. He and he alone is the door to eternal life. Jesus Christ is our greatest treasure. The gifts God gives us to enjoy and use here on earth are transitory. The gift of salvation through Jesus is a gift that lasts forever. May we use what God gives us here on earth to spread his name so that many might enter the narrow door of heaven.

Psalm 72

On the last day all rulers and all nations will bow before the King of kings and Lord of lords. We realize quickly that this King is not some tyrant but rather the one who gives righteousness—his righteousness. He defends the afflicted and needy including you and me. He alone has done the marvelous thing of rescuing us from an eternity of misery. All the more reason to praise him by bringing our very best gifts—fit for King Jesus.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Romans 9:1-9
What a privilege it is to call ourselves children of God! Paul recognized that it was simply by grace that he was chosen by God and brought to faith in Christ Jesus. It is simply by God’s grace that we have been brought to faith in Jesus too. Paul’s heart hurt for the spiritually lost, especially his fellow Jews. Our hearts also hurt for unbelieving friends and family. May the Lord give us opportunities to witness to them and may he inspire us to support the work of sharing the gospel with our time, talents, and treasures.
Pentecost 15
Proverbs 25:6-7

Humility is to consider the needs of others more important than our own. In the same breath that the Teacher warns us about pride, he hints at God’s gracious promise to the humble. As you imitate your Savior as the servant of all, he lifts you up and bestows on you the greatest honor of all—that you may be like him! 

Hebrews 13:1-8

Philadelphia means “the city of brotherly love.” It’s also the Greek word God uses to describe the attitude we are to have for one another. The philadelphia bursts forth into action. That stranger in need? He’s my brother. That man behind bars and that woman in the abusive relationship? My brother and my sister. Philadelphia lusts neither after other people’s bodies nor other people’s money. Instead it sees the person next to me as an opportunity to serve and the money in my pocket as a means to serve. And, most of all, it sees Jesus my Savior with me every step of the way—never changing, never leaving, always faithful, always forgiving, always loving me like his own brother or sister.

Luke 14:1,7-14

Commentators have compared the church to a money sinkhole. “Billions of dollars are spent with no apparent result,” they point out. Perhaps, in a narrow sense, some of the criticism is valid. Our gospel reading for today tells us that the church is a business that doesn’t have a great deal of “return on investment”—at least the kind we can see. What the church gives serves those who cannot repay. We help the poor. We serve the needy. We comfort the sick. We don’t expect much back from them. Above all, we dispense God’s forgiveness freely to all. How can anyone ever repay God for that? Following Christ’s example, the church gives and gives—unconditionally, with no expectation of return. Your support of this ministry through your dollars, time, and service gain little earthly reward, if any. But the eternal reward—that’s something!

Psalm 119a

A Christian is the happiest and most blessed person of all. Our happiness is not found in the comforts of life or the abundance of our possessions. Our happiness is found in believing and following the Word of the Lord. Living with God’s Word in our hearts through faith moves us to live as children of God. It is the greatest happiness in life to know that we can live a God-pleasing life through faith.

Christian Worship: Supplement
James 2:1-13
God shows no favoritism; he is generous to all! No human being is deserving of God’s good gifts, especially his forgiveness in Christ Jesus; thankfully, God offers his blessings to all without exception. May we also be generous to all without showing favoritism or expecting anything in return—simply out of gratitude to our benevolent God.
Pentecost 16





Proverbs 9:8-12

The fear of the LORD as the beginning of wisdom also finds application in our stewardship. Folly is a hoarder and mocks generosity: “The more you give away, the less you will have!” And then it wallows in misery, vainly wondering why more than enough is never enough. Only by the fear of the LORD—faith—can we understand that the LORD is our everything, and when we demonstrate that through everything he gives us, we are blessed.

Philemon 1:1,10-21

How awful slavery is! How cold and lifeless a heart must be to treat a fellow human being like an object. Onesimus was more than an object. Think of the emotional, physical, and spiritual strength he gave to Paul in prison. But he was even more than that: a body and soul redeemed by Jesus, a heart brought to faith in the Savior God, a truly free man. He was a Son of God and a brother in faith. God, forgive us for treating others as objects and open our eyes to see and to serve them as you do.

Luke 14:25-33

It is hard to talk about giving back to God without noticing the blessings God promises in return for our stewardship. But giving in order to get a reward is not scriptural. Martin Luther fought that evil long ago as people supposed they could pay for forgiveness and thereby earn the promise of salvation. There is a cost to discipleship, our gospel reading reminds us, but we do not bear the cost. God paid all the cost through Jesus Christ. Because of this we can respond to God with commitment as the Holy Spirit, through us, builds the church. Our commitment is not a blind commitment—without understanding the cost to us or to God—but a commitment based on knowing we have salvation in Jesus Christ, which allows us to commit all, even our lives, to God’s service.

Psalm 19

On this Sunday God instructs us to count the cost of following him. Just as a developer evaluates his assets before building a tower and a king counts his troops before marching to battle, Jesus tells us to consider the hardships and losses we will face as we follow him. This isn’t meant as a deterrent from a God who’s interested in leaving us poorer. Psalm 19 reminds us that all the comparative tinsel we might lose in following Jesus is replaced by only pure gold. Count not only the cost of what you leave behind; count the value of what you gain.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Philippians 3:4b-11
It feels good to take pride in a job well done or look back with satisfaction on a special achievement in life, but we are wise to keep these earthly accomplishments in perspective. Nothing in this life comes close to being as important or as impactful as faith in Jesus. Paul realized this. He considered all his worldly accomplishments “rubbish” and dedicated his life to sharing the good news of Jesus. May we use the resources with which God has blessed us to make an eternal impact on others through the sharing of the gospel message.
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Exodus 32:7-14

The Israelites were eager to exchange the Father’s presence for a non-God. Then they gave the statue credit for God’s grace (and consider how much they paid for it)! We shake our heads: How could they? But what if we change the golden calf into our own aspirations and achievements, or our own money, or the wealth we wish we had? God’s anger burns, but with amazing grace he is faithful to his promise and punishes his Son instead. The wealth we employ in his service isn’t wasted. Satan used Israel’s riches as a tool to draw them away from God. God uses our riches as a tool to draw us and others ever closer to him.

1 Timothy 1:12-17

What did Paul do that God should show him mercy? He blasphemed, he persecuted, and he killed. His ignorance and unbelief weren’t excuses for his behavior—they just explain it. God didn’t show Paul mercy because he was a diamond in the rough, but rather because he needed it so desperately. And God wasn’t stingy: He poured out Jesus and every blessing that comes with him onto the worst of sinners so that he could be a role model of God’s grace, so that people might witness his changed status and life before God and realize that God’s mercy is also for them. Sound familiar? What God did for Paul he did for you. God hasn’t been stingy with his grace. We need not be either.

Luke 15:1-10

We were precious to Jesus before Jesus was ever precious to us. He devoted all his attention, all his resources, to find you! And when he folded you into his arms through baptism and put you onto his shoulders, he was even happier than you were! Now he bestows on you the honor of joining in his work and sharing in his joy. Through your labor, dollars, words to others, and your prayers to God, you join him in his work of seeking and saving the lost.

Psalm 51a

God is a holy judge but not an eager one. All his holy court’s evidence points to only one possible verdict for me: guilty as charged. He is justified in that assessment of my life. But because of his startling love expressed to me in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, he also justifies the sentence of my life. Through Jesus I am that clean! What a difference that makes in my desire to serve him. It’s not fear or guilt compelling me toward holy living; it is only gratitude spurring on my gifts of love. It is only thankfulness driving my acts of kindness to others. I can’t help what I am now; he has determined my innocence!

Christian Worship: Supplement
2 Corinthians 2:5-11
An important focus of this lesson is the stewardship of the hearts of others. The joy of salvation in Jesus is the motivation a contrite heart needs to live to the glory of God and serve others in love. When a brother or sister in Christ has fallen into sin, the Apostle Paul encourages a call to repentance. When a brother or sister in Christ has repented of the sin, the Apostle Paul urges forgiveness and a reaffirmation of love for them so that they will not be overwhelmed by sorrow and despair. We care for each other’s hearts when we refrain from piling up guilt on the repentant. Instead we pile up love in forgiveness that will encourage others to live and serve within the body of Christ.
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Amos 8:4-7

The LORD was taking notes. Israel’s greed had broken out into thievery. Their riches increased at the expense of the poor. God didn’t take their sin lightly: “I will never forget anything they have done.” His words sting us. He knows how we have abused his gifts and our neighbors. He knows the greed behind it all. He’s taken notes. But instead of punishing us, he punished Jesus for our sins. He didn’t forget a single one when Jesus was on the cross. Now, at peace with him, we aren’t eager for our worship to be over so we can get back to serving ourselves. Our entire lives are worship. Having received from God, we give to others.

1 Timothy 2:1-8

A person who is disobedient in both great and small things; who shows no compassion for human, animal, or plant; who lives a life of constant bickering and fighting—can such a person be a Christian? With great difficulty, perhaps, but not likely. Such a person doesn’t exhibit the right temperament to have the Holy Spirit living within, directing all of life. Can a person have the Holy Spirit within and then so terribly mismanage time, money, and abilities so that life is one big mess? Possibly, but not likely. Mismanagement will happen as we are still sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. But we are to strive to be such good stewards of all God gives that we serve as models to the world of compassion, obedience, peaceable living, and proper application of all our resources.   

Luke 16:1-13

Jesus was fond of using parables involving money in order to teach spiritual truths. Think of the unmerciful servant, the talents, the workers in the vineyard. Here, however, Jesus uses a parable involving money to address the way Christians use their money. Get a clue from the unbelieving world! Be wise with your money! It’s valuable! Not, however, in the way the unbeliever values it, as a master he serves. It’s valuable, rather, as a means of proclaiming God’s means of grace. The money that we give to the Lord through the church enables the seminary student to devote his time to study, the missionary to make the evangelism call, the daughter congregation to rent a place to worship. God gives us temporary riches to use wisely, so that we might use them to give eternal riches.

Psalm 38

Repentance is such a necessary Lenten theme. At the heart of our repentance is a confident trust in God’s mercy. Being sorry for sorry’s sake isn’t repentance. Promising to amend our sinful failure isn’t repentance either. Repentance is acknowledging our sin before a holy God, but then completely relying on his love to make amends for us. It was Jesus’ life of perfection and his divine rejection that makes us right with our God. Our gifts of love come too late in this relationship to impress God or earn his favor. Our gifts of love come at the very end in grateful recognition of our Lord’s amazing mercy!

Christian Worship: Supplement
1 Timothy 6:6-16
Stewardship lessons abound in this lesson. The Apostle Paul teaches us about contentment, the temporary nature of physical gifts, how the Lord provides for our needs, the dangers of greed, and the harms that come with obsessions about money. Love for Christ will lead to the proper view and use of wealth as we serve him with our gifts now and for eternity. A proper relationship with worldly wealth will result in great gain for Christ and his kingdom.
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Amos 6:1-7

“Couch potato.” What do those words bring to mind? It’s probably the same picture Amos was describing in the Old Testament lesson for today. Fat cat? Same thing. In our society today we have a severe case of what one economist calls “affluenza.” We are burdened by the general affluence of society so that we become apathetic to the crying needs of the world around us. And the greatest need is that of hearing the gospel message. Since there is only one way that happens—through the church—it means people must be actively involved, not apathetic. Pew sitters are not to be couch potatoes. Church members are to be excited about using all that God provides to proclaim the good news of Christ and his sacrifice for the salvation of all. In a world of general affluence, there are more than enough resources to do the job. All we need is a little less apathy.

1 Timothy 6:6-16

Love of money and the mirage of contentment it creates plunges many (Christians included) into many griefs. Our disappointment in what we have or do not have comes, not from God’s lack of blessings, but from our refusal to be content. Forgiveness in the blood of Jesus, and trust in God’s promises are the only treasures that can empower us to pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Then and only then, will we have “godliness with contentment.”

Luke 16:19-31

Which man was rich? Hoarding his wealth for his own pampering manifested the poverty of the “rich” man’s soul. His concern for his brothers came too late. God grant that we always recognize our true wealth in Jesus. Then we will employ our earthly goods for eternal purposes, so that through them our lost brothers and sisters can listen to Moses and the prophets before it is too late.

Psalm 146

As the nameless rich man demonstrates in today’s Gospel reading, material wealth does not promote generosity. Even the dogs paid more attention to Lazarus than he did. Psalm 146 reinforces where the poor person’s help comes from—not from mortal princes, but from the Maker of heaven and earth. His usual means of providing such help is his people. He gives us wealth so that we might use it for others. More importantly, he gives us hearts that care about others. In this way he allows us to join him in his work: “The LORD gives . . . the LORD loves . . . the LORD watches over”—and so much of that he does through us.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Ecclesiastes 5:8-20
Earthly wealth is fleeting. It will not last. Those who choose to hoard their wealth will harm their spiritual life and hinder their service to God and others. On the other hand, when God’s children accomplish their tasks faithfully with gratitude in their hearts to God for their abilities and their physical blessings, they will see their wealth as an opportunity to do good for others. The proper focus for noble use of God’s gifts always has an eternal goal. 
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Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4

As we read the opening verses from Habakkuk where he questions why there is so much injustice and why those who are evil seem to have it so good, you almost wonder if he is our contemporary. What he writes could easily be asked by us today. And just as the problem expressed by Habakkuk is relevant to us, so is the Lord’s answer. He says judgment day is coming. On that day all those who have done evil will get what they deserve, “but the righteous will live by his faith.” What comfort! And what a reminder! The greatest thing we can do until judgment day is use the resources that God gives us to share the faith that saves. Let us not grow tired from the evil and the seeming misappropriation of riches in the world around us but let us tirelessly share the gospel with all the resources we have so that those who are evil may repent and be saved—just like us!

2 Timothy 1:3-14

As God’s elect, his grace in Jesus Christ has been upon us for eternity. The faith he has put in our hearts gives us a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline to fan into flame the best we have to give to God in every aspect of our lives—the best for our families who share God’s Word with us, the best for our occupations by which God gives us our possessions, and the best for congregations and synod by which God blesses us with Word and sacrament, the training of workers for God’s harvest field, and the sending of workers into his fields at home and around the world.

Luke 17:1-10

Minimum standards. Schools have them. Corporations have them. The government has them. A contract (covenant) is normally written based on minimum standards. If the job is completed according to the minimum standards, the student, the worker, or the contractor is paid the agreed-upon amount. In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus is saying the same holds true in the kingdom of God. There is a minimum standard of belief that invokes the covenant promise. Eternal life is available to all who have basic faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior. There is, however, also a minimum standard of performance in living under the contract. The servant who does his duty, Jesus says, receives appropriate and agreed-upon rewards. As managers for God of his property, our stewardship is part of a minimum standard—it is what is expected of us by the Master.

Psalm 27

How great is our God? He is our Light—we can see exactly where we need to go. He is our Salvation—he has rescued us from every sin. He is our Stronghold—when life is tough and we don’t know where to turn, we have a safe place to go. What is the one thing we want, most of all, as we think about all the things God has done for us? Lord, I want to spend some time in your house. I want to look at the incredible things you’ve done for me and contemplate them. I want to see and hear the ways you reveal yourself in your Word. Is there any better way to use our time and energy?

Christian Worship: Supplement
1 Chronicles 29:1,2,10-18

This lesson speaks to the stewardship of both wealth and talents. David used himself as a model for giving to the LORD to build a temple for him and praying that God’s people would follow his example in their giving. Note well the emphasis of David’s prayer. The wealth is the LORD’s, the talents are the LORD’s, the strength to accomplish every task is the LORD’s, and the glory is the LORD’s. The LORD rightly deserves all the honor and praise for our accomplishments and our gifts. We will do well to remember David’s prayer as we strive to serve God with joy and gratitude, “Keep these desires and thoughts in the hearts of your people forever and keep their hearts loyal to you.”
