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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Years C and A of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Proper 27
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Isaiah paints a picture of the glories, blessings, and bliss of heaven that all of us will one day enjoy. As we move through life, we always need to keep our eyes on this prize. Even though we live in the “church militant” we know one day we will live in the “church triumphant.” May our offerings reveal people who are confident that we are saints triumphant even now during our lives on this earth. Despite what the devil suggests, we are saints who are headed for heaven.
Revelations 22:1-5

Someday we will be residents of a heavenly city that, for now, is beyond our comprehension. Best of all, we “will see his face,” forever dwelling in the presence of our God and of the Lamb. His grace truly makes us “saints triumphant,” thankfully serving him until the day he comes to take us home.

Luke 20:27-38

It is never a good idea to try to make God look foolish. That is what the Sadducees were trying to do. They wanted to make Jesus look foolish because they didn’t believe in the resurrection from the dead. So, is there life after death? And what does it mean for us? Jesus did what we need to do when someone questions the resurrection. He went to Scripture: “Even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” Is there life after death? Yes. That means that the most important relationship that we have is with our God—yes, even more important than your relationship with your spouse. In heaven, earthly relationships will cease and we will all be children of God. Loved by the Father, redeemed by Christ, restored through the work of the Holy Spirit, and delivered from death by God, we live for him right now and will live with him in eternity.

Proper 28
Malachi 4:1-6

Making our possessions the source of our ultimate joy is a waste of time since in the end they will all be stubble, along with those who put their trust in them. Possessing Christ and his righteousness will allow us to leap for joy for eternity. That knowledge moves us to use God’s blessings to share his healing with others.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

How do you spell relief? J-E-S-U-S. Jesus spells relief. He brings relief from the suffering that we experience because we are Christians. He is coming with his blazing angels to judge the world. God is just and his judgment is right. Make no mistake. Jesus will punish all who do not know God or obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. They will be shut out from the presence of God forever in everlasting destruction. Your sins, however, were paid for, in full, by Jesus. You are counted worthy of the kingdom of God through faith. Encouraged that Jesus is in control, we persevere amidst persecution certain that he will bring relief. Confident that we are judged worthy of the kingdom of God, we live for Jesus.

Last Sunday
Habakkuk 1:1-3; 2:1-4

As we read the opening verses from Habakkuk where he questions why there is so much injustice and why those who are evil seem to have it so good, you almost wonder if he is our contemporary. What he writes could easily be asked by us today. And just as the problem expressed by Habakkuk is relevant to us, so is the Lord’s answer. He says judgment day is coming. On that day all those who have done evil will get what they deserve, “but the righteous will live by his faith.” What comfort! And what a reminder! The greatest thing we can do until judgment day is to use the resources that God gives us to share the faith that saves. Let us not grow tired from the evil and the seeming misappropriation of riches in the world around us but let us tirelessly share the gospel with all the resources we have so that those who are evil may repent and be saved—just like us!

Luke 12:35-40

While we wait for Jesus to return, it is easy to get caught up in using our Lord’s blessings to just purchase a home, raise a family, or have a comfortable retirement. As servants of the master, don’t allow earthly possessions to keep us from being ready spiritually for the Son of Man to return. We have the privilege to manage God’s blessings by helping others “be ready” for his return.
Thanksgiving
James 1:16-18

It can be tempting to see our possessions as things that we have earned with our skills and abilities alone. James, however, reminds us that every possession we enjoy, every ability that we have, and even our rebirth through the word of truth are good and perfect gifts of God’s grace. They all come from his gracious hands. We can be generous in using those good and perfect gifts for others and his church to show our thanks to God that his kindness and grace for us never changes.
Advent 1

Isaiah 2:1-5

Now is the day of salvation; it may soon be over! Purchased by the blood of Christ, salvation is available for all. Do you have a sense of urgency in bringing people to Jesus? Too often we just go through our lives as if we have all the time in the world. We might think of family or friends—they’ll come around eventually. Time is running short. The world’s time is running out. They might not have the time that “eventually” requires. Get the Word out! Proclaim peace through Jesus!

Philippians 4:4-7

Advent reminds us that the coming of our Lord and King is near. Paul encourages us to find our joy not in the earthly gifts we may receive at this time of year, but in the Lord who is God’s gift to us. We can express our joy and peace in the Lord’s coming by generously giving our time, abilities, and possessions so the Lord’s kingdom may come to others this Advent season.
or

Isaiah 2:1-5

Now is the day of salvation; it may soon be over! Purchased by the blood of Christ, salvation is available for all. Do you have a sense of urgency in bringing people to Jesus? Too often we just go through our lives as if we have all the time in the world. We might think of family or friends—they’ll come around eventually. Time is running short. The world’s time is running out. They might not have the time that “eventually” requires. Get the Word out! Proclaim peace through Jesus!

Romans 13:11-14

Most of us who consider ourselves faithful Christians would not want to admit that we spend much time thinking about gratifying the desires of the sinful nature, and certainly not in orgies and debauchery. However, most of us waste time and energy trying to figure out how to do or buy things that aren’t important or even good for us. God has blessed us with our lives and possessions, and most importantly, salvation through the death and resurrection of his Son. If we ask him, he will also give us discipline in our thoughts. Through his Word, through prayer, and through worship and Christian fellowship, we will be able to center our thoughts on God. He will strengthen us to spend our time glorifying and serving him by serving others with our time, money, and possessions.

Matthew 24:36-44

We’ve all experienced that sinking feeling of being unprepared. Once again, we failed to use our time wisely. That’s bad enough with earthly matters, but it’s eternally tragic with spiritual matters. Let’s never be unprepared for Christ’s return! And by God’s grace through faith in Jesus, we aren’t. As faith-filled Christians we’re ready and we maintain that spiritual readiness as we spend our time in Word and sacrament. We’re also equipped by Word and sacrament to assist others in being ready for Christ. Through the words we speak to others about Jesus and our support of God’s kingdom work we do just that.

Advent 2
Isaiah 11:1-10

It’s refreshing when someone delivers on what they’ve promised to you, refreshing because we struggle with unfulfilled promises every day in this sinful world. Here’s one of the many promises that our Savior God has fulfilled in you. He has brought you into his Church through the work of his Son, the Branch from Jesse’s stump. And in that Church you enjoy the peace of forgiveness and a loving relationship with the holy God. How many others are there in our world that still need to be brought into his Church by faith in Jesus? That’s our mission. May the Lord richly bless your efforts in carrying out and supporting that work!

Romans 15:4-13

Everyone needs some encouragement sometimes. This earthly life can be very hard to endure. God has given us his Word to strengthen us. It teaches of his love, so great that he sent his Son to withstand all the temptations and hardships of our human life, to die for our sins on the cross, and to be raised in victory over sin and death on Easter morning. It tells of Christ’s suffering, and of his compassion for human suffering. When we go through times of trial, our fellow Christians encourage us, lift us up in prayer, and walk with us as Christ’s representatives on earth. After we have endured our trial, we respond by praising God and by giving of ourselves in any way we are able, serving him by using the time, talent, and treasure with which he has blessed us.

Matthew 3:1-12

We don’t relish deadlines, but they do push us into action. John reminds us that the end is near, the deadline for all people and all things. The wisest use of our time is to give Jesus what he calls for: repentance, which is true sorrow for our sins and trust in Jesus for our forgiveness. With that kind of daily preparation, we’re ready for his deadline.

Advent 3
Isaiah 35:1-10

Distractions while driving a vehicle can be dangerous, even fatal. The Lord reminds us that, as his redeemed people, we’re traveling on the highway of glory to eternal life with him. At this time of year especially, there are plenty of deadly distractions. Keep your focus on Christ, your coming King and Savior!

James 5:7-11

Patience and timing: two valuable commodities in the agricultural communities of the world. The city dweller who visits a Midwest rural area in mid-October may ask the farmer, “Why have you not harvested your corn?” not realizing that the fields are filled with feed corn, rather than the corn that we eat. The farmer needs to be an excellent manager, knowing the exact moment of readiness for his crop to be harvested; being ready with the equipment needed to accomplish the tasks like cultivating, planting, harvesting, hiring, or recruiting help from others when needed; watching and waiting. In this hurry-up world, we have difficulty watching and waiting patiently. We tend to grumble and complain, and become impatient with our circumstances and with one another. During this Advent season we are watching and waiting for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, our Savior. And we are reminded of our need for watching and waiting for Christ’s second coming and the time of judgment. Like the farmer, we need to be excellent managers of resources and time always equipped with the tools of faith and love, and always ready to bring others to faith with us.

Matthew 11:2-11

There are times in every Christian’s life when he or she concludes that our God isn’t doing things the way we expected. We’d like him to agree that our way is better. So, what’s a Christian to do? Read his Word and let him remind you of who he is. He is the compassionate and gracious God who shows his love and mercy to sinners. And he calls us to share that great and saving news with our world! What a golden opportunity we have to do that this season! May our mouths and lives be filled with that good news! Consider ways in which you can support those who share that good news worldwide on your behalf.
Advent 4
Isaiah 7:10-14

When our God wants to give us something, it’s the height of sinful arrogance to deny it. But in this case, God graciously gave Ahaz a sign anyway—the greatest of signs—the sign of the virgin birth of the Savior. What a saving wonder! And now he wants to give you his grace to prepare your heart for his coming. Get as much grace as you can! Make use of the added opportunities in these last weeks of the month to hear his Word and commune with your fellow Christians! Encourage others to join you in hearing the sweetest news ever: the birth of the Savior. And reflect on how God’s gift to us inspires our gifts to him.

Romans 1:1-17

How well we know that God’s plans are not our plans. How well Paul knew that. He had planned to come to Rome many times without being able to carry out the plan. Surely he did not imagine that when he finally could make the visit, it would be as a prisoner. Yet God enabled him to bring the gospel to more people than he might ever have reached had he pushed forward with his own plans. When we plan the day or the future, we employ the time, resources, and talents that God has given us. As we plan, we seek guidance in prayer that our plans will serve God’s purposes, and then trust him to carry out his will through us.

Matthew 1:18-25

Stewardship involves trust—taking God at his word. God calls for that trust when asking for firstfruit offerings from his people. He also asked for it from Joseph, the husband of Mary. This wasn’t the way Joseph would have wanted to start his marriage, but he trusted the Lord to bless him as he did what the Lord asked.

Christmas Eve
Micah 5:2-5a 

Our God is the LORD who is always faithful to his promises. We see that vividly in his promise to send a Savior born in Bethlehem. Tonight we celebrate that promise fulfilled. We live each day knowing that our God will always be faithful to every promise he made to us, chiefly to share eternity with us in heaven. Christmas is a season of joy. Let your Christian joy be evident as you respond to God’s Christmas gift to you by honoring and glorifying him with your time, talents, and treasures.
Titus 2:11-14

On this Christmas Eve night when “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light,” we focus on the birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior. We have vital choices in life—to grow toward the “light” or the “darkness,” toward “ungodliness and worldly passions” or “self-controlled, upright and godly lives.” We strive toward the example that Jesus gave us, lived for us, died for us—of faith, hope, and love, “eager to do what is good.” As managers of our life choices and all the concerns and resources of our lives, we strive toward wellness and balance of body, mind, and spirit. “The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.” The “blessed hope” of this free grace is a gift given to us—the blessings and benefits of which we must share with all men so that they will know Jesus and his unconditional love. As stewards also of the gospel message, there is no time like the present to share this best of news!

Luke 2:1-20

If the baby Jesus was the first Christmas gift, then the second would have to be the glorious news the angels told the shepherds, that a Savior had been born. Once they had seen and worshiped him, and opened the gift, did they hide it, hoard it, and keep it to themselves until the newness wore off? No, they spread the Word to everyone. We have received the same Good News: Christ the Savior, God’s Son, came to earth as a baby and lived among us without sinning. He died on the cross as the spotless Sacrificial Lamb for our sins and rose from the grave on the third day to defeat sin and death. We can no more keep it to ourselves than the shepherds could. We must share the Good News in everything we do and use every word we say to bring the unsaved to Christ.

Christmas Day

Isaiah 52:7-10

When I think of beautiful parts of the body, I don’t think of feet. But these feet mentioned by the prophet aren’t beautiful because of their appearance; they are beautiful because of their purpose—bringing the Good News. God has blessed us with everything we are and everything we have. Some of these things may not seem especially beautiful to us until we acknowledge that they are undeserved gifts from our Heavenly Father. By the power of the Holy Spirit, our response should be to use everything, our humble possessions and homely qualities, as well as those that seem more attractive and presentable, to glorify our Creator and display to others the love of Jesus. His death on the cross was certainly not beautiful to see or experience, but it was beautiful because of its purpose—to redeem us from our sins.

Hebrews 1:1-9

Christmas means we don’t have to wonder who God is, what he says, or what he does. Because of Christmas we have God in human flesh. We belong to him, and he belongs to us. Jesus is the greatest gift God could give us. What will you do with that gift?

John 1:1-14 

These first words of John’s gospel reveal to us that we are celebrating more than the birthday of a little baby who was born in Bethlehem. We are celebrating the visible entrance of God’s Son into our sinful world and personal lives. We are celebrating the entrance of the one who also gets the credit for the creation of the world, for the light of salvation that has been turned on in our lives, and for our adoption as children of God. This morning’s message gives us all the motivation we will ever need to join the wise men in bringing gifts to our Savior’s church. Our gifts are turned into gospel action in our local congregation and through our worldwide church body, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
Christmas 1

Isaiah 63:7-9

“I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be praised.” That’s an excellent way of summarizing your life—as a Christian, as a member of a congregation, and as a part of a synod. We live to declare the praises of our God. God sent his Son to be the world’s Savior from sin. The Christmas season gives a wonderful opportunity to tell others about it. May the Savior born for you inspire you to declare his praises to others and to support your local and worldwide kingdom work with your gifts to him!

Galatians 4:4-7

God has made us his heirs. To non-Christians, if they think about it at all, that probably seems like something intangible, not at all like a grandfather’s tool chest, or an aunt’s China, or money, or real estate. But God has given us absolutely every good thing in this world. Even more, he sent his Son to be born to human parents, to live among us and know us, and to take our place on the cross and die for our sins. Because of this great love and forgiveness, we need to be good stewards of all we have, both tangible and intangible. We need to share our heavenly inheritance with others by sharing the news of salvation through Christ and demonstrating God’s love through the way we live and the priorities we set. With his guidance, we need to show others that this heavenly legacy is worth far more than any earthly gift.

Matthew 2:13-23

The arrival of the Savior on this earth didn’t eradicate evil from our world. Instead, a powerful plot to murder him arose. But our all-knowing and all-powerful Savior God was still in control, leading our Savior and his earthly parents to safety. As we ponder his saving activity in our lives, we have the same assurance that he watches over us for our good as we make daily decisions to glorify him with all we say and do.
New Year’s Eve

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

New Year’s Eve affords us the opportunity to evaluate how we spent our time in the year that is ending and how we hope to spend the new year before us. In reality, though, our times are not in our control. Every moment of our lives is cupped in the hands of our loving, gracious, and almighty God. He is pleased when we strive to make faithful use of our time for his glory and for the extension of his saving kingdom.
