[image: image1.jpg]Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
71 DY
g y N16W23377 Stone Ridge Drive - Waukesha, WI 53188-1108

Christ's Love, Our Calling. Phone: 414-256-3200 - Fax: 262-522-2800 - wels.net




Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year B of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-42 

How beautiful a Christian woman Dorcas was! Her life was filled with good works—helping the poor. Through her lovely life of service and the miraculous return to life the Lord granted her, many people came to believe in the Lord Jesus. May our lives be filled with such beautiful acts of love for God and our neighbor.
1 John 4:7-11,19-21

“Love one another.” A recipe for a happy and fruitful life? A “nice” way to treat our acquaintances, friends, family—even our enemies? A response to God’s love for us? The apostle John addresses this “love” statement in this week’s epistle reading in the following way: “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” The way we conduct our lives and manage our resources will be reflected in the extent to which we follow this guide for life. Response to God’s love by loving others is key.

John 15:9-17 

Remain in God’s love. That statement points to two realities. First, as the earlier verses of John 15 state, we remain in God’s love for us as we remain in the gospel through Word and sacrament. Second, this results in our love for God, love that is on full display in our lives. This includes showing love for our fellow Christians. That is the Lord’s simple command: love one another as he loved us. John explained this command in his first epistle: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:16-18).

Ascension



Acts 1:1-11

He’s alive! He is back at the right hand of his Father. He has given us a job, to be his witnesses. We have been given the privilege to tell the people of this world that Jesus is alive and well. We can tell them that Jesus is in control of all things, even making sense of moments when the world seems out of control. There is no time to be idle; the message is too important. Only Jesus knows when he will be returning, and we will have to give an account of our work—work done because of his love for us.
Ephesians 4:7-16

Do you work in a service industry? While you don’t always notice the people who do, you would miss them if they weren’t there. How would your hotel stay be without the people who clean the rooms? How would you enjoy dinner at the restaurant if they didn’t have good dishwashers?  Our Ascended Lord has given you pastors who teach you God’s Word. That Word prepares you to do service works, works that serve God and your fellow human beings. None of those good works is unimportant. You use your life to serve the Lord in everything you do.

Luke 24:44-53

Like a stone dropped in a lake, repentance and forgiveness have rippled out from Jerusalem to all nations, including to you today as you read this. God’s witnesses continue to share the news of our ascended Savior. God uses us—our mouths, our prayers, our offerings given in thankful love—to spread that message.

Seventh Sunday of Easter




1 John 5:1-6
Throughout the Easter season we hear about the victory that Jesus Christ has won for us over the devil, sin, and death. Through his victory we overcome the world. God’s love gives us this victory, and we now live in love for God. Our love for God shows as we dedicate all aspects of our lives to him and as we willingly keep his commands to love him over all things and love our neighbor as ourselves.

John 17:11b-19

From the time you were a child you knew the rules about how to act in the church sanctuary. Don’t run. Don’t yell. Don’t goof around. The church sanctuary is someplace special. It is set apart for a special purpose. That’s what the word “sanctuary” means. You, too, have been set apart. That’s what the word “sanctify” means. Jesus’ prayer for you is that you would be set apart for a special purpose. You are set apart by the gospel to be a child of God. You have the blessed inheritance of heaven. As a child of God, you are also set apart for a special purpose during your life in this world. Your purpose now is to honor God with all your time, energy, and all you have.

Pentecost




Ezekiel 37:1-14

Are your bones dry? Are you taking the time to soak in God’s Word for comfort and direction in this life? God gives generously of himself through his Word so that we who are his in Christ can be generous with that same Word of Life. Our offerings are just one way to be generous with his Word of Life for dry bones.

Acts 2:1-21

The pouring out of the Holy Spirit continues to take place wherever the Word and sacraments are being used. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in people like us gathering for worship. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in every worship service as we sing our hymns, give our offerings, confess our sins and our faith, and join in prayers. Evidence of the Holy Spirit is also seen when we go back out into the world and love our neighbors as ourselves. There is only one explanation for these types of responses—the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon each one of us.

John 15:26,27; 16:4b-11
The Holy Spirit empowers us to testify about what Jesus has done for us and all people. We testify as individuals when we speak the good news of Christ to the people we meet. We testify to the truth about Jesus as a gathering of believers through our offerings to support the ministry of the gospel.

Holy Trinity




Isaiah 6:1-8

You can understand the sheer terror of Isaiah. Who was he to see the high and exalted throne?  Who was he to watch the seraphim? How could his eyes see the King? His unclean lips disqualified him. The same blessed angels come and touch his lips. His guilt is taken away. How can he not answer the summons of the Holy One of Israel? He volunteers for service, “Here am I.  Send me!” The same Savior touches us with the holiness of grace. Forgiven, we volunteer, “Here am I. Let me serve!” 

Romans 8:12-17

Both brothers were covered with grime and leaves and had a large bandage on their foreheads.  The reporter saw what was evident—both had fought the tornado together. “We held the wall even though a big branch fell on us,” they said, “but the wall survived. We saved the house!” Though weary and hurting, they were overjoyed because they had gone through it together. In sharing their suffering, they both reaped the joy of victory. Sometimes our stewardship of time and finances can seem unpleasant. There are other things we could have done with the money. There are other things we could have done with our time. Yet, when the sacrifice is over, we realize that, in going through it together, we have the joy of victory. When your sacrifices for Christ and his church are burdensome, remember that you will also share in the joy of knowing many have been added to God’s kingdom.

John 3:1-17

Through baptism we have a new life. We know the simple message that God loved us so much that he sent his one and only Son so that we will not suffer forever in hell but will have eternal life with him in heaven. This is the gospel he entrusts to us. We proclaim that gospel without worry about what kinds of results it might produce. We know that the Holy Spirit will produce the results when and where he pleases. “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
Proper 4

Deuteronomy 5:12-15

The Third Commandment reminds us to set aside time to rest in the Lord and his gracious salvation for us. We live in a materialistic society that clamors for more money and things. This commandment stands at the intersection of “treasure” and “time.” Do we want to devote ourselves to our labors to achieve just a little more earthly treasure while neglecting the eternal treasure our Lord Jesus gives? Let us seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, knowing that he will provide for our every need. 

Colossians 2:13-17

When we think of personal financial goals, often one of the first steps is to eliminate any debt. It may not help to invest money for a modest return when there is higher interest accruing on an outstanding debt. Once the debt is paid off, however, you can invest with confidence and joy. In this text, Paul points to the debt that stood against us and condemned us because of sin. There was no way for us to fulfill the holiness that we owed to God. The only option for us would have been to be thrown into the eternal debtors’ prison of hell. But Christ took away our debt of sin. He nailed it to the cross. He has freed us from that eternal debt so that we can now freely invest our time, talents, and treasure in joyful service to our Lord.

Mark 2:23-3:6

In this Gospel lesson, we see Jesus’ application of the Third Commandment. The problem for the Pharisees was that they were more concerned about the letter of the law than the spirit of it. They were more concerned for respectability than for actual people! Jesus responded by saying, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” We could say the same thing about stewardship. Stewardship was made for man, not man for stewardship. Unlike some cults or denominations that put financial demands upon their members, the Lord does not do so with us. We don’t give simply because the budget demands it. We were not made merely to be little worker bees or drones for the “greater good.” Rather, Christian stewardship is a wonderful opportunity for us to respond to God’s infinite grace to us. We exercise good stewardship regardless of any particular budget or project because we want our heartfelt response to be as unlimited as God’s love for us.


Proper 5
Genesis 3:8-15

You can run, but you can’t hide. The primal pair tried running. They ate that “stupid piece of fruit,” but that was not just a stupid piece of fruit. It was God’s way of having them show their love for him. We can make many excuses for our foolish misuse of God’s gifts. We can even try to run and hide. With whatever we have, in whatever we do, we strive to serve faithfully and use God’s gifts wisely. We do that knowing that the Head-crusher has stomped out Satan and once again opened paradise.
Revelation 20:1-6

If you were imprisoned for many years and then were suddenly set free, how would you spend your first day of freedom? Those hours would be precious. Christ has come with a key. You are no longer in a prison. Instead, Satan has been bound. The length of his reach is marked. If you were dead for as many years and were suddenly alive, how would you spend your first week of life? Those days would be precious. Christ has already raised you spiritually. He has brought you over from death to life. As he sits you on a throne near him, will you not use his gift of life to serve him in love? You reign with Christ. Let your reign be all for him, and may every minute of it be precious, filled with praise.

Mark 3:20-35 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” Jesus said it first. Abraham Lincoln borrowed it in June 1858, campaigning at the Illinois State Capitol. Our hearts still can’t serve God and money. You can’t divide your allegiance between your Savior and Satan. Sometimes we need to stop pretending loyalty to God when our life, entertainment, and finances speak otherwise. Destined for heaven, we want to seek first the kingdom, then “all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

Proper 6
Ezekiel 17:22-24

God planted that shoot from Jesse. That giant Cedar grew. Birds came and found shelter. The Messiah bore fruit. God plants in his people faith in the Messiah. We are dry trees but, attached to the vine, we receive life and sustenance from the Lord. “Oh, may the precious seed take root, spring up, and bear abundant fruit” (Christian Worship, 323:1).

Colossians 1:3-8

It is a fact that the gospel of Christ Jesus bears fruit. Paul heard about these fruits from Epaphras in Colosse. One such fruit is the grace of giving. In Colosse their fruits were showing love for all the saints—whether in their own congregation or throughout the whole world. Our stewardship today is equally a fruit of the gospel that blesses all of God’s people both near and far.

Mark 4:26-34

The kingdom started out small: a childless couple near Haran, a few prophets (who sometimes thought they were alone), a remnant, and a handful of disciples. Through the work of God’s Spirit, the Word takes root and takes off. Who knows how far your little act of kindness will go in the mind of a stranger? Who knows what impact your random act of righteousness will leave? The kingdom of God is marching on through the Spirit of God working in you and through you. It is forcefully advancing. Forceful men and women not only hold on to it; our acts of faith further it.




Proper 7




Job 38:1-11

Things were not going well in the life of Job. He had suffered the loss of most of his possessions and experienced the death of his children. Then he lost his health. In frustration he questioned the wisdom of God. God defends his way of doing things. The God who determined every detail of this world at creation is the God who controls every detail of our lives today. Difficult times should not bring doubt to a child of God. They should move us to trust in the Lord even more—with our possessions, lives, and salvation.
Acts 27:13-26

Jesus is in control of all things not only when he calms the storm as he did in the gospel reading, but also here when he allows a storm to threaten the lives of Paul and all his companions. We are often tempted to think that Jesus is in control only when things are going the way we want and expect. Our stewardship response is often wrongly based upon that. If things are going well, I’ll give to the Lord. If things aren’t going so well, I might hold back. Yet isn’t the basis of our giving Christ’s love for us? Perhaps when times are tough, we may have an opportunity to show our trust in the Lord by maintaining (or even increasing) our financial stewardship as a demonstration of our confidence that the Lord will get us through that storm. Whether that is a possibility or not, we know that all things are in the Lord’s hands and we entrust every aspect of our lives to him—whether in calm or storm.

Mark 4:35-41

How does a hurricane praise God? Not many years ago extreme drought in the Northeast during one summer was alleviated by the restoring, if heavy, rains of one hurricane remnant after another marching up the East Coast. As creator and preserver of the world, God balanced things out by his rules established for weather. Those interviewed during the storms often said, “It’s all in God’s hands.” Whether or not they believed it, they were right. As Lord of all creation, God can control even the weather. It’s a reminder of his power. It’s a reminder of his care. As stewards of God’s world, we can’t do much about the weather, but we can manage the results and, in awe, praise the God whom even the wind and waves obey.

Proper 8
Lamentations 3:22-33

Jeremiah wrote his lament over the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of her people. Despite these terrible events, he testifies that God still shows his love for his faithful people. Instead of being consumed by the anger of God, we receive new blessings every morning from our faithful God. He always stands ready to forgive and restore us when we repent of our sins. As we observe the Lord’s faithfulness to his promises, we are also moved to be faithful in our love for him.

2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Do things get done in the Church because of the greatness of donors or the greatness of God? In this text, Paul points to our frail nature as “jars of clay.” The all-surpassing power is from God, not from us. We are subject to death, but life comes from Jesus Christ. We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us! Because we believe this, we also speak. Because we believe this, we also respond through our giving. By our gifts, we support the speaking of others as well—in classrooms and mission fields alike—so that more and more people are reached with this gospel message. This causes a cascade of thanksgiving as they are also led to believe, speak, and respond in giving to the eternal and overflowing glory of our God.

Mark 5:21-24a, 35-43

Life often presents us with major problems. None is larger than the problem that faced Jairus. His 12-year-old daughter was so sick that he sent for Jesus. His daughter died before Jesus arrived. Jesus said only three things in the account. He told Jairus, “Don't be afraid; just believe.” He told those mourning for this girl, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” He told the dead girl, “Talitha koum! Little girl, I say to you, get up!” When we have problems in life, we know that Jesus has a solution for them, that with Jesus our problems are not as big as they seem, and that we need to heed his invitation, “Don't be afraid; just believe.” Only faith in Jesus can take away our fears in our Christian lives, including our fears to give generously and to serve faithfully. When you face major problems, listen to Jesus when he says, “Don't be afraid; just believe.”
