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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year A of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Easter 5
Acts 4:8-12
What is the most important message that needs to be shared and believed? Is it not that we are sinners who deserve to be damned for our sins and that Jesus is our Savior who suffered hell and then death in our place? Is it not also the fact that Jesus conquered death by rising from the dead? Those who believe this message will be saved and have eternal life with God. Those who do not believe this will go to hell forever. In life we are given a short period of time to share this message with those who don’t know or believe it. God gave Peter the opportunity to share God’s law and gospel with people who did not know the truth about Jesus. He was motivated by God’s grace in forgiving him for his sins and was a good steward of the opportunity. Like Peter, we are motivated by God’s grace to share the truth of salvation that a vast majority of those around us don’t fully know or understand. May God give us the courage to be good stewards of the opportunities God gives us to share this truth boldly just like Peter did.
1 Peter 2:4-10

In his book Everyone a Minister, Oscar Feucht wrote, “The task before the churches today is a task of ‘reorchestration.’ There is a new musical score before the churches. And every member has his own instrument to play in God’s symphony. It is not a new melody. The musical score was given by our Lord at his ascension (Acts 1:8-9).” Although this book was published more than 20 years ago, the message continues to be timely and clear. As we look at the Epistle lesson for this fifth Sunday of Easter, another old, but timely message is shared: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God.” We are each uniquely blessed and gifted people of God with our own set of talents and abilities. As in an orchestra, we might all have a different instrument to play, but we are playing the same melody—proclaiming the gospel message of the risen Christ.

John 14:1-11

You know the way to heaven! How many people in this world can say that with the same confidence you are able to say it? Is there anything you can do to help people come to the same confidence? You can pray. Ask the Lord to open your eyes to the opportunities and needs. Ask him to bless the financial means you and fellow members give for the support of the mission work that is being done so people can share our confidence in the risen Lord.

Easter 6
Acts 17:22-31

Don’t know what to say as a lead-in to a conversation about God? Look around you and use what you see as a discussion starter. Ask the person where they think “that” came from or why does “this” happen. God has put before you one conversation starter after another. Use your time to observe what all could be used to share him who is at the heart of your faith.

1 Peter 3:13-22

Sometimes someone will say, “If I must suffer, I’m going to be sure to do something to deserve it.” Peter states the opposite is true, that it is better to suffer for doing good. We should never forget the price Christ paid for our salvation, having done nothing but good and yet he suffered the horror of death on the cross for our sins. This was the suffering that we deserve. In our mortal lives we will never be without sin, yet when we stand before God on Judgment Day, he will only see that his perfect Son paid our penalty. In thanks for this, and for all the earthly blessings he has given us, we joyfully seek to use everything we have and everything we are to show his love to others near and far who don’t know Jesus.

John 14:15-21

Love for Jesus cannot help but act. We are moved by his love to make the most of the time, talents, and financial resources given to us. To aid us in our actions of love, the Lord does not leave us to ourselves; the Holy Spirit is working in and through us. How do you see yourself at this time in your life evaluating and then putting into practice the various gifts God has given to you not just for your personal interests but also in the interests of others? Because he lives, we too shall live. God help us expand who is included in the “we too shall live” category.
Ascension
Acts 1:1-11

He’s alive! He is back at the right hand of his Father. He has given us a job: to be his witnesses. We have been given the privilege to tell the people of this world that Jesus is alive and well. We can tell them that Jesus is in control of all things, even making sense of moments when the world seems out of control. There is no time to be idle; the message is too important. Only Jesus knows when he will be returning, and we will have to give an account of our work—work done because of his love for us.

Ephesians 1:15-23

What is the Church? The Church is the body of Christ. “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” The apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians expresses his continuous thanks to them for their “faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.” On this celebration of the ascension of Christ, we are reminded of his “authority, power, and dominion.” As members of his body, Christ shares part of his dominion with us as stewards. He gives us creation to care for. He gives us talents to employ in service to the body and to others. He gives us all sorts of resources to manage. Let us prove to be grateful recipients of his grace.

Luke 24:44-53

Like a stone dropped in a lake, repentance and forgiveness have rippled out from Jerusalem to all nations, including to you today as you read this. God’s witnesses continue to share the news of our ascended Savior. God uses us—our mouths, our prayers, our offerings given in thankful love—to spread that message.
Easter 7
Acts 1:12-26
The background to this lesson is the ascension of Jesus into heaven when he had given the disciples the Great Commission to bring the gospel to the world. Before Jesus sends the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to equip them to begin the work, the disciples make use of the time to prepare. What do they do? They pray, search the Scriptures, and organize themselves by calling an apostle to replace Judas. Today we have the same commission given to the disciples. We too are to bring Christ to the nations. Let us do what the disciples did in anticipation of the opportunities God will provide us. Let us begin our efforts with prayer, Scripture study, and planning, and then wait patiently for God to enable us to share his good news and bless our efforts.

1 Peter 4:12-17; 5:6-11

Rejoice in suffering? It’s not something we normally choose! Jesus chose to do his Father’s will and suffer and die for our sins. Our suffering may be due to the sinful world, but the opportunity to suffer in the name of Christ is certainly a gift from God. As with all his gifts, we need to pray for the Holy Spirit to open our eyes and hearts so we can see how we can use our suffering to serve and glorify God. It may be that by humbly remaining firm in our faith through our trials we will lead someone else to the Lord. We know that after our trials God will restore and strengthen us, and at that time we will be able to share our experience and respond out of thanks to serve others who are suffering. There is nothing God gives that we can’t use to help others.

John 17:1-11a 

Knowing the Father and his Son constitutes eternal life. Following the Father and the Son is Christian living. As Jesus lifted up prayers to his Father, we lift up prayers and our lives to the Father. We do not belong to the world; we belong to our God. He has created us, bought us, and made us his own. Our lives of faith reflect that.

Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21

The events of Pentecost remind us of the global mission of the church. The ending verses of our reading remind us not only of the geographical spread of the gospel, but the proclamation of the gospel over time. Each one of us is part of that mission. Locally or globally, now or in the future, we serve God and support the church’s mission with our resources. Truly the Spirit works the miracle of faith, but faith is not sustained and nourished outside of the Word of God. The proclamation of the Word happens through the physical presence of people who give of themselves in service to the church. God’s stewards recognize that all that they have and are results from what he has done. As his modern disciples and stewards, we, too, want to use our resources to make the proclamation of the gospel a priority.

1 Corinthians 12:3-11
Christians are blessed to be able to work together with each other in a congregation. If the purpose of each Christian is to worship God and proclaim the gospel of Jesus to the world, what better way to accomplish that than by joining together with other believers? God has given every Christian certain spiritual gifts. He has not given every gift to every individual. When Christians join a congregation, the number of available gifts increases. That means the congregation is equipped to use more spiritual gifts and bring the gospel to more people. The same thing is true when congregations work together as a church body. The goal is to, by the power of the Spirit, do together what local congregations cannot do by themselves. What a reason for us to “not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25, NIV84). Gathering around Christ’s gospel in Word and sacraments is a wonderful way to be good stewards of the gifts of the Spirit that God has given to each Christian.

Holy Trinity
Genesis 1:1-2:3

What a magnificent world we live in. It is “very good.” How easy it is to get swept away with the beauty of creation. We might fail to thank and praise our wise and amazing Triune God. The Creator doesn’t demand our thanks. His masterpiece and amazing salvation certainly deserve our honor, glory, and praise. Generous offerings are one tiny fraction of the thanks we give.

2 Corinthians 13:11-14

The divine mystery of the Trinity constantly calls for our attention. We cannot comprehend the marvelous three-in-one nature of God, nor should we expect to. How can mere mortals understand the love and peace of God? We simply believe what our God has done for us. We respond to the grace and love and let that rule and dominate us. We live in holy fellowship with the people of God.

Matthew 28:16-20

When Jesus sent his disciples into the world to make disciples of others, he was speaking to us also. We can never forget that this is what he wants us to do. All the earthly blessings our heavenly Father has entrusted to us are to be used toward this goal. The money we spend in our daily living should be spent in ways that glorify him as much as the money we give in our regular offerings. The way we speak and act and treat others Monday through Saturday should reflect Christ’s love as much as our Sunday worship. The disciples had walked with Jesus and seen him dead, buried, and alive again. They were ready to obey him, to receive the Holy Spirit, and teach others everything about him. Have we been blessed any less than they were blessed? Can we do any less?
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Exodus 3:1-15

It was just an ordinary day for Moses as shepherd of his father-in-law’s sheep. Yet, the Lord had bigger plans in mind. He had heard the cries of his people and was calling Moses to serve as part of his answer to their problem. In our lives we certainly don’t see burning bushes or hear God’s voice speak to us as a form of direct revelation outside of Scripture, but the Lord still hears the cries of his people. And sometimes, as part of his answer, he calls us in the midst of our day-to-day lives. Could our offerings help send a missionary to another community or country or support the training of pastors, teachers, and staff ministers? Certainly, and that may be what God is calling us to consider today! As he assured and helped Moses, he will assure and help us in our giving and all that he calls us to do for him and others.

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Why do we Christians give of our time, talents, and treasure? While we are tempted to use the Lord’s blessings for ourselves or to earn God’s favor, Paul states that our motivation for giving is God’s grace in Christ. We are sinners, no better than Paul, but, no less than Paul, the Lord has shown grace and mercy to us in his Son, Jesus! Because God has shown such great mercy to us and has given us all that we have, we rejoice in giving back to him a generous portion of what he has given to us!

Matthew 9:9-13

It sounds so simple. Jesus said, “Follow me,” and “Matthew got up and followed him.” As a tax collector, job and money meant a lot to Matthew. But when confronted with the choice of keeping his job with its good income or following Jesus with his gospel of forgiveness and life, Matthew left behind all that had been dear to him. Following Jesus means our Savior, not our money, is our priceless treasure. Keep it that simple.
Proper 6
Numbers 27:15-23

Moses’ days were coming to an end. No longer would he be the one leading God’s people. Rather than merely thinking of himself, Moses was concerned about what would happen to God’s people after he was gone. The Lord answered his prayers and concerns by commissioning Joshua to lead his people. What about us? What will happen to our churches, schools, missions, and ministries after we are gone? Just as God answered Moses, so he answers our prayers and concerns by promising that he will be with us! Moreover, he allows us the privilege of contributing to future ministry and caring for our loved ones through will planning. What an amazing Lord we have who blesses his Church in every generation!

1 Corinthians 4:1-7

Paul says that he is a servant of Christ and a steward of God’s mysteries. As believers, we are the Lord’s servants and stewards, too. What mysteries? We handle the Word of God rightly and divide law and gospel appropriately. We properly administer the sacraments that have been entrusted to us. But we are stewards of more than these including our financial resources and everything that comes from God. We do not boast about our service or stewardship. Rather, we rejoice that Jesus gives us the privilege of using these “mysteries” in service to him.

Matthew 9:35-10:8

“Freely you have received, freely give,” were among the words that Jesus spoke to his 12 disciples as he sent them out to minister to the deepest needs of people. God is so lavish in his giving of good things to his people. His intent is that we be wise managers of these gifts, using them in a way that provides blessings and benefits to many people, not just to the privileged ones who have received those gifts. Christian stewards are to be like conduits of God’s blessings, gratefully receiving them and allowing them to flow through our words and actions to bring rich benefits to family members, friends, and others whose lives we touch. The disciples were given the authority to drive out evil spirits and heal every disease and sickness in addition to sharing the good news of the kingdom. What a powerful reminder to us as Christian stewards to pay attention not only to the spiritual needs of people, but to their physical needs as well.
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Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah suffered so much for preaching God’s Word. It brought him “insult and reproach all day long.” Not preaching God’s Word was worse. It burned like a fire in his heart and in his bones. His strength for doing the Lord’s work was the Lord himself. “The Lord is with me like a mighty warrior.” We find strength and encouragement in the Lord to carry out his work. So, we rejoice with Jeremiah, “Give praise to the Lord!”
2 Timothy 4:1-8

In May 2023, King Charles III was crowned. How much does a crown like his cost? Someone might be able to put a dollar amount on it if they melted down the gold and sold off the various gemstones. No matter how expensive these precious metals and stones may be, they pale in comparison to the crown of righteousness Paul is talking about for himself and for us. Paul is saying that he has run his race and is coming to the end of his life. He has already poured out his life as a drink offering. Here he is encouraging Timothy (and us) to do the same thing. Whether our time on earth is long or short, may we be dedicated to the service of Christ Jesus, our heavenly King. May we pour out our lives in service to our Lord whether it be in preaching the Word or using our earthly blessings.

Matthew 10:5a,21-33

Fear for one’s life and well-being is something that plagues even God’s people. Don’t we all from time to time fret and stew about life, health, and all those things that pertain to the wants and needs of this body and life? Jesus’ words from Matthew 10 remind us of the truth that the same God and Father of us all, who knows when an insignificant sparrow falls to the ground and how many hairs are on our heads, will also provide us with all that we truly need to support this body and life. Our challenge as God’s stewards, or managers, is to “spend” our life and resources in acts of Christ-like love. By spending our lives and resources in doing the Lord’s work we will be building up treasures in heaven that cannot be lost!
