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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Easter 3
Acts 9:1-22

On this third Sunday of Easter, we continue to reflect upon the death and resurrection of Christ for us. This is our highest priority in life. So many times, we look in the mirror and wonder how God could forgive our every weakness, our every sin. We see many blemishes inside and out. Like Saul in the story on the road to Damascus, we need to become blind in order to see what God has in mind for us as his instruments, his disciples. Other people in our lives have influence on the discovery of our gifts and talents and how we can use them in service to our loving God. Ananias was asked by God in a vision to place his hands on Saul and heal him, because Saul was to be God’s “chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.” We, like Saul (Paul), are to see more with the heart than with the head. We are to have our eyes open in a new way to see God’s blessings and what he has done for us. Only then can we commit to a life of service as witnesses of Christ’s sacrifice for us.

Revelation 5:11-14

When the glory of the Lamb was on display, what else could the elders do but fall down and worship? For you and me, the glory of the Lamb is always on display in his powerful Word. How else can we respond, but to fall down before his merciful throne in worship—not only with our lips, but also with our actions and our trust? Let us shower our Lord with a worship that is due his name.

John 21:1-14

“Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” Are you ready to trust the Lord’s direction? He tells you that he loves a cheerful giver and to give according to your income. When you throw your net according to the Lord’s direction, you too will receive blessings.
Easter 4
Acts 13:15,16a,26-39

“Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.” God has a purpose for each one of us. He has given all of us gifts to use as we spread the good news of God’s love and reflect the Lord’s love in our relationships with our fellow human beings. We serve God’s purpose until the time he takes us to our heavenly home.
Revelation 7:9-17

Our time on earth is described as a great tribulation, but we look forward to the day when God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. As Satan works hard to put tribulations on God’s elect, let us pray for each other, asking Christ to work out all things so that we may step out of the great tribulation and into the throne room of the Lamb wearing the white robes he gives us and holding the palm branches of victory.

John 10:22-30

The fourth Sunday of Easter our thoughts travel to the spring season, a time when we are keenly aware of the sounds around us: the birds, the outdoor activities of our neighbors, the lawn mowers and weed eater. We listen with joy and a renewed energy, brought partly by the sunlight, as the days grow longer. We, like sheep, also need to listen to God’s voice directing our life. Because we are his sheep, we have eternal life with him. In the Gospel lesson today, Jesus tells the Jews gathered around him that he cares for his sheep, and that, in fact, “I and the Father are one.” The Jews listened, but did not believe, and Jesus left them. But we, as his sheep, trust in the Shepherd to provide for all our needs. God’s care means that we can live confidently, responding to God with acts of service and thanksgiving and knowing we will lack nothing. What a blessing! What a pleasure to serve in his name!

Easter 5
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

We can do all the nice things possible for the people of the world, but they can be meaningless. We can speak all the wise words to the people around us, but they could be just noise. We could give huge sums of money to the church, and it could be simply an empty gesture. That would be if we do not do those things out of love for God who first loved us. Yet when we display love for God and for our neighbor in our actions, our words, and our stewardship of all that God has given us, that is a beautiful life.

John 13:31-35

The fifth Sunday of Easter reading from John 13 brings us a message—“Love one another”—that we can find in today’s world repeated on pass-it-on cards, mugs, greeting cards, wall hangings, and figurines. The commercialism of this statement from Jesus found here and in other books of the Bible might water down the original message or desensitize people to this “commandment.” As we look more closely at this text, we also note the rest of this “new commandment”: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. All men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.” Modeling Christ-like love is how we, as his disciples, are to live our lives. Love is always giving and shows itself in unconditional acts of service. We “spend ourselves” for God and his church. We can love and serve because we are children of the Heavenly Father, who loved us so much that he sacrificed his only Son for our sins.

Easter 6
Acts 14:8-22

Paul’s appeal to the citizens at Lystra is timely for us, too. Turn away from worthless things. There are so many things that tempt us to sin; yet, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we turn to the living God. He provides all that we need for life in this world and, even more, all we need for eternal life with him in heaven.
Revelation 21:21-27

Nothing but the best in God’s kingdom. Should it be any different among God’s kingdom while we dwell here below? Unfortunately, we do not always give God our best in construction, time, thought, or life in general. Praise him for the Easter message of sins forgiven and a place in heaven through the perfect Savior, Jesus. May his light be evident in what we do and say so that others will be led to confess him as Lord and have a share in the perfect heaven.

Ascension

Acts 1:1-11

He’s alive! He is back at the right hand of his Father. He has given us a job: to be his witnesses. We have been given the privilege to tell the people of this world that Jesus is alive and well. We can tell them that Jesus is in control of all things, even making sense of moments when the world seems out of control. There is no time to be idle; the message is too important. Only Jesus knows when he will be returning, and we will have to give an account of our work—work done because of his love for us.

Revelation 19:11-16

This glimpse of Jesus in heaven reminds of the most precious possession we have: the gospel of Jesus Christ. He went to battle for us and won the victory over all our enemies. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. His victory is not only for us. We have the good news of Jesus to share with the world, so that many more will know the joy that we know. 

Luke 24:44-53

Like a stone dropped in a lake, repentance and forgiveness have rippled out from Jerusalem to all nations, including to you today as you read this. God’s witnesses continue to share the news of our ascended Savior. God uses us—our mouths, our prayers, our offerings given in thankful love—to spread that message.

Easter 7
Acts 16:6-10

Do you like roadblocks or detours? Thanks to modern GPS systems we can become aware of potential detours. Detours, however, can lead to new adventures, and that is not all bad. Paul learned this lesson, adjusting to a change in his plans, and it turned out well for him as far as being able to share the gospel with people he might not have otherwise reached. The more familiar we become with the Bible the better we can adjust to the detours put before us and see them as opportunities to witness God’s ability to turn negatives into positives to his glory.

Revelation 22:12-17,20

One of the common table prayers we use is “Come, Lord Jesus.” In this prayer we invite Jesus as a guest into our hearts, homes, and to our meal. Our prayer recognizes the meal as another gift of God. It presupposes that the food eaten by those around the table will provide health and energy to them so they may continue their service to the Lord. A second verse, common in the Slovak Lutheran tradition, reads, “And may there be a goodly share on every table everywhere.” It’s an evangelistic petition. Those who pray it ask God to shower the same blessings we have on others, especially the gift of the gospel message. “Come, Lord Jesus!” is the cry of all the faithful, as we wait for the Day of the Lord—a day when we don’t have to invite Jesus to come into our homes, but the day we will come into his. In the meantime, let us continue to thank God for his many gifts and employ them in his service.

John 17:20-26

What is the best use of your time while here on earth? It is being connected to Jesus by way of his Word and connecting others to him through that same Word. Our time on earth is not to be about amassing material possessions, which will not last; it is to be about glorifying the name of God and his Christ. That, dear friends, is the heart of stewardship.
Pentecost



Genesis 11:1-9

The Tower of Babel is a classic example of the misuse of resources. In the church, time, energy, and money can get diverted because someone desires to build a monument to self. The monument need not be a tower, a steeple, or an addition to a building. Monuments to self can be as subtle as a congregation practicing isolationism to the point of decline in a community that is growing with a new, but different, population. It may involve using our Lutheran schools only for ourselves when they can be tools for outreach. When we try to retain God’s grace and blessing for personal or corporate use, it hinders the proclamation of the gospel. May we always be eager to invest our time, energies, and dollars for God’s purposes.

Acts 2:1-21

The pouring out of the Holy Spirit continues to take place wherever the Word and sacraments are being used. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in people like us gathering for worship. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in every worship service as we sing our hymns, give our offerings, confess our sins and our faith, and join in prayers. Evidence of the Holy Spirit is also seen when we go back out into the world and love our neighbors as ourselves. There is only one explanation for these type of responses—the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon each one of us.
John 14:23-27

The cost of education today is expensive. In this text Jesus is offering his education for free! He tells his disciples that he is sending the Counselor to teach them all things. The Holy Spirit is the greatest professor we could ever have—and he gives to us freely. Jesus also contrasts those who hold on to his Word with those who do not. We may be tempted to cling to tangible things like money and possessions instead of God because we are troubled and afraid—but we have nothing to fear! Our salvation is won! In thanks for the peace he has given us, we have the privilege and opportunity to share our offerings in support of other Christian instructors from preschool all the way through to our seminary.

Holy Trinity
Numbers 6:22-27 

Trinity Sunday is intended to remind us of the many blessings the Lord has showered upon us in our everyday lives. God the Father is the one who made us and gives us all our time and talents. He is the one who ultimately gets the credit for all the worldly things we enjoy. God the Son is the one who paid the price for all our sins. Thanks to Jesus we know we have a gracious God who intends to use us to share his grace with the world. God the Holy Spirit is the one who places faith in our hearts to believe in the Holy Trinity. He is the one who gave us peace the very moment he placed faith into us.

Romans 5:1-5

We have been set free from the entanglements of our sin. We have been given peace with God. We have been given reason to rejoice even in the face of hardships. What is our response to what we have been given? We show our thanks to God by being faithful managers of these gifts. Our offerings reflect our appreciation for the gospel we hear and our desire to have others hear it.

John 16:12-15

Are 20-year-olds any better at sharing than 2-year-olds? While one’s age may not make a difference, Jesus does. Jesus willingly shares what he has done with the Holy Spirit who in turn shares it with us. Through Spirit-worked faith in our hearts, you and I can share what Jesus has done with others. What does selfishness really get us? It may give us short-term happiness; but sharing Jesus with others as he has shared himself with us through the Spirit of God—that gives everlasting happiness.
Proper 7



Isaiah 43:8-13

Collectors will spend huge sums of money for a one-of-a-kind item or artifact. If it is the only one, it is not only rare, but it is extremely valuable as well. Our Lord tells us here in Isaiah that he is the only God. There was no god before him, and there will be no god after him. He is the only Savior. He alone brought our salvation. He alone announced it. His words and actions are irreversible. No one can deliver from his hand. People who are spiritually blind look at God’s exclusive claims in a negative way, but it isn’t prideful boasting when it comes from God. When it comes from him, we can say, “This is truth.” By his grace, we are his witnesses. May our regular offerings be a fitting reflection of this priceless reality.

2 Timothy 1:3-10

As God’s elect, his grace in Jesus Christ has been upon us for eternity. The faith he has put in our hearts gives us a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline to fan into flame the best we have to give to God in every aspect of our lives—the best for our families who share God’s Word with us, the best for our occupations by which God gives us our possessions, and the best for congregations and synod by which God blesses us with Word and sacrament, the training of workers for God’s harvest field, and the sending of workers into his fields at home and around the world.
Luke 8:26-39

What an unusual contrast we see in this miracle of Jesus. On the one hand, the demons begged to go into the pigs, and Jesus consented. On the other hand, the man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with Jesus, but he did not agree. Why is this? The demons brought destruction and death, but the message of Jesus Christ brings eternal life and salvation. Jesus allowed the animals to be destroyed (a huge financial loss) rather than having other people destroyed. He also wanted the people of the man’s village to be saved. They were gripped with fear and had asked Jesus to leave. If the man also left, how would they come to know Jesus as their Savior? Whether we experience financial losses or we are blessed to use our time and money for the spreading of the gospel, Jesus always has the eternal consequences in mind.
Proper 8

1 Kings 19:19-21

There was no turning back for Elisha after he slaughtered the oxen and burned the equipment for fuel. Why did he do this? It wasn’t because Elijah had forced him to do it. Elijah had said, “Go back. What have I done to you?” Elijah simply carried out God’s will in calling Elisha. What Elisha did in response, through the working of the Holy Spirit, was not up to Elijah. The Word of the Lord works. The same is true for us today. We simply carry out God’s will in calling people to salvation. How they respond, through the working of the Holy Spirit, is not up to us. We can’t tell someone what or how much to give, but the Word of the Lord works. When the Word works, whether moving people to give up one’s livelihood altogether or to use that income in service to the Lord—everything has changed.

2 Corinthians 11:21b-30

“He who dies with the most toys wins,” the saying goes. People love to boast about the things they have: the latest gaming system, the biggest recreational vehicle, or the most extravagant vacation. The false apostles preaching at Corinth boasted in themselves and their abilities, but Paul boasted in his weaknesses. In the verses before this reading, Paul even says that he preached in Corinth free of charge and “robbed” other churches by receiving support from those places while preaching to them! In the following chapter God says to Paul, “My power is made perfect in weakness.” If we boast, it should be in our weaknesses, too. We can’t say, “I built this church!” “I funded that mission!” “I carried out this ministry!” All these things are blessings from the Lord. We may be the fragile instruments that he uses, just as he used Paul, but the working and the glory belong to God. May we boast, instead, in Jesus Christ and him crucified.

Luke 9:51-62

Corporations today often run what is known as a cost-benefit analysis. Before spending millions of dollars, the company wants to know what real benefits will result. If the ultimate benefits to the company don’t outweigh the expenses, the project is killed. Most of us, at least subconsciously, do a cost-benefit analysis of our giving. To give time, energy, and money to church costs us something personal. If all we do is weigh the physical evidence, we will concentrate too much on what we are giving up. However, our relationship to the Lord is spiritual. If we look with spiritual eyes, we will see that the rewards of being part of God’s kingdom far outweigh the earthly cost.

