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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year B of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Easter 5
Acts 8:26-40

Philip was not one of the apostles. He was one of the seven deacons who helped with the distribution of food to the Greek Christians (see Acts 6:1-6). When an angel told him to follow the chariot carrying the Ethiopian official, he did not hesitate. When it became clear that the official needed someone to explain the prophecy of Isaiah he was reading, Philip did not say to himself, “That’s not my job. If only one of the apostles was here, he could talk to him.” Philip recognized the opportunity to give the reason for the hope he had. He was “known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3) because he was in the Word. We, too, are prepared to serve the Lord through his Word. We don’t have a “that’s not my job” attitude. Rather, we look for every opportunity to serve the Lord and share the good news of our risen Lord.

1 John 3:18-24

We live because of Christ. We are compelled to live a God-pleasing life because of Christ living in us. The consistent offering of our time, talent, and treasure for God’s purposes reveals this life of Christ in us and provides testimony of our priorities to those around us.

John 15:1-8

Throughout Scripture we can find vividly illustrated messages from God. The illustration from today’s gospel reading was easily understood at the time it was written, and remains clear for us today. Christ is the “true vine,” the perfect vine, to which the branches—some fruitful and some not—are attached. Those of us who follow him, who remain attached to the true vine, are blessed with his promise: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.” Then we will truly be his disciples and, as his stewards, “bear much fruit.” With the temptations of this world, remaining attached can sometimes be difficult. The more we experience the nurturing care and love of the gardener, our Father in heaven, the more we become willing managers of the resources God gives.

Psalm 67

This psalm prays for the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham that all nations will be blessed through his seed, the Christ. That prayer is answered as the gospel is spread to more and more people, bringing them to faith in Jesus. May we be an answer to this prayer as we also support the spread of the gospel with our prayers and offerings!

Christian Worship: Supplement

Acts 16:11-15

The word of God works. As soon as the sinner comes to faith in Jesus it changes that life eternally. The gospel opened Lydia’s heart and moved her to insist on hosting the apostle Paul and his companions. That same gospel opens our hearts and moves us to lives of service to our Lord.
Easter 6
Acts 11:19-26

The Lord provides even in the face of hardship and persecution for the faith we profess. He provided Barnabas with the opportunity to encourage fellow believers, along with Saul (Paul), with the word of the Lord. The Lord also provides opportunity for us to be encouraging as we support gospel-proclaiming efforts through our firstfruits giving.

1 John 4:1-11

“Love one another.” A recipe for a happy and fruitful life? A “nice” way to treat our acquaintances, friends, family—even our enemies? A response to God’s love for us? The apostle John addresses this “love” statement in this week’s epistle reading in the following way: “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” The way we conduct our lives and manage our resources will be reflected through the extent to which we follow this guide for life. Response to God’s love by loving others is key.

John 15:9-17 

Remain in God’s love. That statement points to two realities. First, as the earlier verses of John 15 state, we remain in God’s love for us as we remain in the gospel through Word and sacrament. Second, this results in our love for God, love that is on full display in our life. This life includes showing love for our fellow Christians. That is the Lord’s simple command: love one another as he loved us. John explained this command in his first epistle: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:16-18).

Psalm 98 

By our Lord’s gracious coming into the world he destroyed death and made all things new. This motivates us to never tire of proclaiming his salvation to the ends of the earth, but instead to always “sing” and “shout” his praises in the way we use our treasures, our time, and our talents.  Proper Christian stewardship will always be a direct result of recognizing just how much our Lord has done for us.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Acts 9:36-42 

How beautiful a Christian woman Dorcas was! Her life was filled with good works—helping the poor. Through her lovely life of service and the miraculous return to life the Lord granted her, many people came to believe in the Lord Jesus. May our lives be filled with such beautiful acts of love for God and our neighbor.
Ascension
Acts 1:1-11

He’s alive! He is back at the right hand of his Father. He has given us a job, to be his witnesses. We have been given the privilege to tell the people of this world that Jesus is alive and well. We can tell them that Jesus is in control of all things, even making sense of moments when the world seems out of control. There is no time to be idle; the message is too important. Only Jesus knows when he will be returning, and we will have to give an account of our work—work done because of his love for us.

Ephesians 1:16-23

What is the church? The church is the body of Christ. “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” The apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians expresses his continuous thanks to them for their “faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints.” On this celebration of the ascension of Christ, we are reminded of his “authority, power and dominion.” As members of his body, Christ shares part of his dominion with us as stewards. He gives us creation to care for. He gives us talents to employ in service to the body and to others. He gives us all sorts of resources to manage. Let us prove to be grateful recipients of his grace. 

Luke 24:44-53

Like a stone dropped in a lake, repentance and forgiveness have rippled out from Jerusalem to all nations, including to you today as you read this. God’s witnesses continue to share the news of our ascended Savior. God uses us—our mouths, our prayers, our offerings given in thankful love—to spread that message.

Psalm 47

Sing praise to your God who sits on high! Jesus has completed his work of taking away our sins and providing us with eternal life. Now he rules over all things as King over all the earth. Sing praise to him with your voice and honor him with your life. How awesome he truly is!

Christian Worship: Supplement

Deuteronomy 33:26-29   

How blessed you are as a believer in the one true God. He is your help, your refuge, your security, your provider, your shield, your Savior. With great joy you respond by praising him with your words, your deeds, your possessions, your life.

Ephesians 4:7-16

Do you work in a service industry? While you don’t always notice the people who do, you would miss them if they weren’t there. How would your hotel stay be without the people who clean the rooms? How would you enjoy dinner at the restaurant if they didn’t have good dishwashers?  Our Ascended Lord has given you pastors who teach you God’s Word. That Word prepares you to do service works, works that serve God and your fellow human beings. None of those good works is unimportant. You use your life to serve the Lord in everything you do.

Psalm 110

As the Father speaks to the Son in this Messianic psalm, we gain a “behind-the-scenes” look at their conversation about our salvation. This decision involved the Father’s loving direction and the Son’s perfect obedience. He would not only bring his kingly rule to the hearts of believers but would offer himself as the priestly sacrifice to make atonement for our sins. He received these offices by special appointment from his Father and he carried them out in willing and obedient perfection. All glory to God that Jesus’ perfect stewardship means such freedom and forgiveness for us! How can we not respond in love—eager to be stewards ourselves in eternal thankfulness?

Easter 7
Acts 1:15-26

Greed sneaks up on the unsuspecting soul. Judas was one of the Twelve. He had gone out and preached the word, healed the sick, and driven out evil spirits (see Mark 6:7-13). Yet he was filled with greed and stole from the disciples’ treasury (see John 12:4-6). His greed led only to despair and damnation. Be on your guard against all kinds of greed! Rejoice in the true treasure the Lord gives to you: the good news of Jesus. Take joy in the undeserved privilege of serving in the Lord in whatever position in which he has placed you. The 120 believers had the privilege of participating in the calling process through their prayers. Matthias was blessed to be called as the twelfth apostle.   

1 John 4:13-21

We love because God first loved us. This phrase sums up our identity in Christ and supplies us with motivation to love. We love God who loves us, and we love one another even if they may not love us in return. What better reason do we need to be generous with God’s gifts and to be about his business as expressed through our thank offerings?

John 17:11b-19

From the time you were a child you knew the rules about how to act in the church sanctuary. Don’t run. Don’t yell. Don’t goof around. The church sanctuary is someplace special. It is set apart for a special purpose. That’s what the word “sanctuary” means. You, too, have been set apart. That’s what the word “sanctify” means. Jesus’ prayer for you is that you would be set apart for a special purpose. You are set apart by the gospel to be a child of God. You have the blessed inheritance of heaven. As a child of God, you are also set apart for a special purpose during your life in this world. Your purpose now is to honor God with all your time, all your energies, all that you have. 

Psalm 8

The majestic name of the Lord deserves our unending praise! Look at the creation the Lord has made. Consider the redemption Jesus has brought. Recall this through the faith the Holy Spirit has given you. All these blessings are from your majestic Lord.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Hebrews 7:11-27

We have a glorious High Priest in Jesus. He sacrificed himself for our sins once for all. He has saved us completely for eternal life in heaven. Day after day he intercedes for us. No more sacrifice needs to be made to pay for our sins. Yet in response to his gracious sacrifice for us, we bring our sacrifices of thanks to him. Day after day we pray to him, praise him, and give him thanks.
Pentecost
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Are your bones dry? Are you taking the time to soak in God’s Word for comfort and direction in this life? God gives generously of himself through his Word, that we who are his in Christ can be generous with that same Word of Life. Our offerings are just one way to be generous with his Word of Life for dry bones.

Acts 2:1-21

The pouring out of the Holy Spirit continues to take place wherever the Word and sacraments are being used. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in people like us gathering for worship. Evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit is seen in every worship service as we sing our hymns, give our offerings, confess our sins and our faith, and join in prayers. Evidence of the Holy Spirit is also seen when we go back out into the world and love our neighbors as ourselves. There is only one explanation for these type of responses—the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon each one of us.

John 14:25-27

Motivation is everything. You eagerly do what you love. You drag your feet or even refuse when it comes to doing something you don’t want to do. Our sinful nature wants us to ignore serving the Lord with the first and best of our schedules, our abilities and efforts, and our wallets. Yet Jesus promises an Advocate who will empower us to serve him with nothing but our best. We don’t have to be afraid. The Holy Spirit will give us the strength to serve the Lord and will encourage us in the face of any resulting hardship.  

Psalm 51b

Nothing in our hands we bring. No sacrifice we offer can atone for our sins. We simply confess our sin and our guilt. The Holy Spirit creates a new heart in us. He fills us with the joy of salvation. That joy opens our lips to praise the Lord. Now we bring offerings not to earn forgiveness, but to express our joy as forgiven children of God.
Holy Trinity
Isaiah 6:1-8

You can understand the sheer terror of Isaiah. Who was he to see the high and exalted throne?  Who was he to watch the seraphim? How could his eyes see the King? His unclean lips disqualified him. The same blessed angels come and touch his lips. His guilt is taken away. How can he not answer the summons of the Holy One of Israel? He volunteers for service, “Here am I.  Send me!” The same Savior touches us with the holiness of grace. Forgiven, we volunteer, “Here am I. Let me serve!” 

Romans 8:14-17

Both brothers were covered with grime and leaves and had a large bandage on their foreheads.  The reporter saw what was evident—both had fought the tornado together. “We held the wall even though a big branch fell on us,” they said, “but the wall survived. We saved the house!” Though weary and hurting, they were overjoyed because they had gone through it together. In sharing their suffering, they both reaped the joy of victory. Sometimes our stewardship of time and finances can seem unpleasant. There are other things we could have done with the money. There are other things we could have done with our time. Yet, when the sacrifice is over, we realize that, in going through it together, we have the joy of victory. When your sacrifices for Christ and his church are burdensome, remember that you will also share in the joy of knowing many have been added to God’s kingdom.

John 3:1-17

Through baptism we have a new life. We know the simple message that God loved us so much that he sent his one and only Son so that we will not suffer forever in hell but will have eternal life with him in heaven. This is the gospel he entrusts to us. We proclaim that gospel without worry about what kinds of results it might produce. We know that the Holy Spirit will produce the results when and where he pleases. “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

Psalm 150

Alleluia! Praise the Lord! What more can you add to that? Praise the Triune God: the Father who created and preserves you, the Son who redeemed you, the Holy Spirit who sanctified you.  Praise him with whatever talents he’s given to you. Look at the list of musical instruments in the psalm. Not all require the same talent, but all praise the Lord. So all Christians can use their abilities to praise God in all they do.
Pentecost 2
Deuteronomy 5:12-15

They fled Egypt. They raced through the Red Sea. They would wander through the desert. No wonder God wanted them to have rest. He did not only want to offer relief for their bodies. His Sabbath rest was aimed at their hearts. Understanding God’s mercy, they would “take a break” and take to remembering their caring God. Hearts today need that break, Sunday and every day, to recall God’s goodness. Hearts today need that Sabbath break to respond to God’s goodness.

2 Corinthians 4:5-12

Church work is not about us. Preachers don’t preach themselves. Servants don’t serve themselves. Giving offerings to the Lord is not giving to ourselves. We worship Jesus Christ as Lord. We expose the light of the gospel in this dark world. We are only dust, but what great dignity God has given us. God considers us as treasures in these jars of clay. As we carry around in these bodies the death of Jesus, we reveal his life as we let our lights shine and manage his blessings.

Mark 2:23-28

As you drive or ride along this week, pay attention to stop signs. Watch how other drivers react to a stop sign. Some drivers will do what police call on tickets a “rolling stop.” They will slow down, but never come to a complete stop. At creation God gave us a stop sign. It was called the “Sabbath,” which in Hebrew means “rest.” It was designed for Old Testament believers to be not just a day you rolled through but a day where you would come to a complete stop. Jesus put aside the Old Testament practice, but we are to still honor the Sabbath by regularly taking time to be in the Word and to worship. It’s a temptation in our busy world to let this fall down the list of priorities, and without God’s Word the worries of the world begin to weigh heavily on us. Through all that Jesus accomplished, however, we have rest from our worries and a guarantee of peace with God. So enjoy your Sabbath rest—it’s a blessing from God!

Psalm 126 

Pinch me. Can God really be this good? Are you sure it isn’t a dream? Israel could hardly believe it. They were giddy with glee as the LORD brought them back from captivity. God has shown himself to be the God who loves to share his rich mercy. Restoring lost fortunes is another opportunity for God to show his character. Though we may stare at bleak outlooks in life, enough to bring tears of sorrow and despair, he removes such reasons to weep as he pours out abundant blessing.

Christian Worship: Supplement

1 Samuel 21:1-6

“Desperate times call for desperate measures.” In this reading, David is running for his life from Saul. He is in desperate need. The show bread was dedicated to the Lord and was only for the priests to eat. David and his men were not priests, but soldiers. Yet godly love moved the priest Ahimelech to give the bread to David anyway. (Contrast this with how the Pharisees treated their elderly parents in Mark 7:11-13.) Ultimately, the law of God still stands. We are to love God and our neighbor. In desperate times we must choose what to do with extremely limited resources. Ahimelech made the better choice. The point is that even in our stewardship, we may be sinning. The only perfect steward was Jesus Christ. It is he who serves as our motivation to balance love for God and love for our neighbor to the best of our frail human ability.
Colossians 2:13-17

Do we judge a person’s stewardship (even our own) based on Old Testament law? In the Old Testament, believers were obligated to give ten percent of their earnings to the Lord. While this is certainly a worthy guide for us New Testament believers, the last part of this reading tells us that we are no longer under the ceremonial law. The general concept of proportional giving is still in the New Testament (2 Corinthians 8:11-12). So, how do we determine what we will give? Remember the first part of this reading. God made you alive when you were spiritually dead. God erased your debt of sin, nailing it to the cross, where it was paid in full! This is our motivation as we set our giving.

Psalm 122     

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” Do you feel the same way or do you attend worship infrequently, reluctantly, or out of fear of God’s punishment? Going to the house of the Lord is a blessing. Times when we’ve had to miss worship show us how much we are missing. This psalm is a reminder to the Israelites and to us that we need the Lord.

Pentecost 3
Genesis 3:8-15

You can run, but you can’t hide. The primal pair tried running. They ate that “stupid piece of fruit,” but that was not just a stupid piece of fruit. It was God’s way of having them show their love for him. We can make many excuses for our foolish misuse of God’s gifts. We can even try to run and hide. With whatever we have, in whatever we do, we strive to serve faithfully and use God’s gifts wisely. We do that knowing that the Head-crusher has stomped out Satan and once again opened paradise.

2 Corinthians 4:13-18

“The grace that is reaching more and more people . . . causes thanksgiving to overflow,” says our reading. All the gifts and blessings we have come only from God’s grace. We deserve nothing but God’s condemnation, so any blessing is a result of God’s love for us and his unselfish giving. By using our gifts and blessings wisely, especially through the church to proclaim the message of Christ, more and more people are reached with the gospel. When people hear the liberating announcement that their sins are forgiven and that there is no restitution to be made, there is a sense of weight being lifted off the soul. The natural response is thanksgiving to God for his remarkable gift through Christ. Our thanksgiving takes the form of returning some of our private gifts to the church for public use. Then the cycle continues, and more and more people can hear about God’s grace.

Mark 3:20-35 

“A house divided itself cannot stand.” Jesus said it first. Abraham Lincoln borrowed it in June 1858, campaigning at the Illinois State Capitol. Our hearts still can’t serve God and money. You can’t divide your allegiance between your Savior and Satan. Sometimes we need to stop pretending loyalty to God when our life and entertainment and finances speak otherwise. Destined for heaven, we want to seek first the kingdom, then “all these things will be given as well” (Matthew 6:33).

Psalm 51a

God is a holy judge but not an eager one. His holy court’s evidence points to only one possible verdict for me: guilty as charged. He is justified in that assessment of my life. But because of his startling love expressed to me in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, he also justifies the sentence of my life. Through Jesus I am that clean! What a difference that makes in my desire to serve him. It’s not fear or guilt compelling me toward holy living; it is only gratitude spurring on my gifts of love. It is only thankfulness driving my acts of kindness to others. I can’t help what I am now; he has determined my innocence!

Christian Worship: Supplement

Revelation 20:1-6

If you were imprisoned for many years and then were suddenly set free, how would you spend your first day of freedom? Those hours would be precious. Christ has come with a key. You are no longer in a prison. Instead, Satan has been bound. The length of his reach is marked. If you were dead for as many years and were suddenly alive, how would you spend your first week of life? Those days would be precious. Christ has already raised you spiritually. He has brought you over from death to life. As he sits you on a throne near him, will you not use his gift of life to serve him in love? You reign with Christ. Let your reign be all for him, and may every minute of it be precious, filled with praise.
Pentecost 4
Ezekiel 17:22-24

God planted that shoot from Jesse. That giant Cedar grew. Birds came and found shelter. The Messiah bore fruit. God plants in his people faith in the Messiah. We are dry trees but, attached to the vine, we receive life and sustenance from the Lord. “Oh, may the precious seed take root, spring up, and bear abundant fruit” (Christian Worship, 323:1).

2 Corinthians 5:1-10

With all the grace and forgiveness God has available for us, he still has expectations for Christians in conducting their own lives. Our reading closes with a word of judgment. God is concerned with how we conduct our daily lives. While it might be easy to ignore this physical life and concentrate only on the life to come, we still live in this world. We receive tangible gifts from God. We have a gospel message to manage. As Paul says, it would be better to forsake this life (give up the tent) and be clothed in our heavenly body, but he comes back to reality and instructs us in living this life for God. Christian stewards are charged with managing this life and all that is associated with it until we die or Christ comes the second time. We are not off the hook. And God does care how we manage. May our management of all of life and life’s resources be pleasing to him.

Mark 4:26-34

The kingdom started out small: a childless couple near Haran, a few prophets (who sometimes thought they were alone), a remnant, a handful of disciples. Through the work of God’s Spirit, the Word takes root and takes off. Who knows how far your little act of kindness will go in the mind of a stranger? Who knows what impact your random act of righteousness will leave? The kingdom of God is marching on through the Spirit of God working in you and through you. It is forcefully advancing. Forceful men and women not only hold on to it; our acts of faith further it.

Psalm 92

All that is green does not last. Every instance of flourishing does not indicate that all is well. Mark this carefully, dear Christian! Do not let your temporary prosperity deceive you into thinking that you do not need to heed God. Seek righteousness before him, that your flourishing may bear fruit all the way to a ripe old age. Let the green leaves of faithfulness have a higher place than the green bills in our money clips. While fools trust in money or the moment, God is a true rock who never deceives.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Jonah 3:1-10

Jonah did not want to preach the Lord’s Word to Nineveh. First, he ran away. Then, after he proclaimed God’s warning, he sat down and waited for God to destroy them. Jonah “knew” that the Ninevites were bad people. Yet, the Lord is good, and the preaching of his Word moved the Ninevites to repent and believe the Lord. In the end, it was Jonah who needed to change his thinking just as much, if not more, than the Ninevites. Often the same thing can be said of our giving. We give just like Jonah preached. We don’t really want to do it. We run away from it or, finally, we begrudgingly do it. Yet, the Lord says that he loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). The offerings that we give will be used by the Lord for good—for the spread of the gospel of salvation—whether we are happy about that or not. As with Jonah, may the Lord change our hearts to be cheerful as we do it.

Colossians 1:3-8

It is a fact that the gospel of Christ Jesus bears fruit. Paul heard about these fruits from Epaphras in Colosse. One such fruit is the grace of giving. In Colosse their fruits were showing love for all the saints—whether in their own congregation or throughout the whole world. Our stewardship today is equally a fruit of the gospel that blesses all of God’s people both near and far.
Christian Worship: Supplement

Psalm 115

Have you ever found yourself being criticized by someone with no standing to criticize anyone? This psalm is a brutal takedown of unbelievers who accuse Israel of having an absent God. To paraphrase: “Sure, we know where your gods are, but what good are they who can neither speak nor hear nor see?” How great it is to have a God who is not limited by what we can see or construct!

Pentecost 5
Job 38:1-11

Things were not going well in the life of Job. He had suffered the loss of most of his possessions and experienced the death of his children. Then he lost his health. In frustration he questioned the wisdom of God. God defends his way of doing things. The God who determined every detail of this world at creation is the God who controls every detail of our lives today. Difficult times should not bring doubt to a child of God. They should move us to trust in the Lord even more—with our possessions, lives, and salvation.

2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Christians are driven! Since the death of our old self, as new creations we are obsessed with living for him who died for us and was raised again. We daily try to lose the baggage of our selfish sinful nature. We rejoice that God has reconciled with us. He does not count our sins against us. We must respond to that message. We want to share that relief. Our wretched life of greed and selfishness is gone. The new has come! Generosity rules!

Mark 4:35-41

How does a hurricane praise God? Not many years ago extreme drought in the Northeast during one summer was alleviated by the restoring, if heavy, rains of one hurricane remnant after another marching up the east coast. As creator and preserver of the world, God balanced things out by his rules established for weather. Those interviewed during the storms often said, “It’s all in God’s hands.” Whether or not they believed it, they were right. As Lord of all creation, God can control even the weather. It’s a reminder of his power. It’s a reminder of his care. As stewards of God’s world, we can’t do much about the weather, but we can manage the results and, in awe, praise the God whom even the wind and waves obey.

Psalm 46

Such a noisy psalm! Mountains crumble and crash into the sea! The sea roars and foams, crashing against the rest of the mountain range, trying to drag it down into the depths! In the middle of the deafening roar, a beautiful river gently winds through God’s city—a scene of incredible peace and quiet. We sit by the stream, surrounded by walls that cannot be shaken, and the quiet envelops us. We bolt upright, frightened as even more sounds crash all around us—the sounds of earthquakes and battles. With a word and a gentle hand, the LORD hushes us: “Be still, and know that I am God.” Our lives are in his hands, and we are content.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Proverbs 30:4-5

It is estimated that diamonds with perfect color and flawless clarity make up one one-thousandth of a percent of all diamonds produced. Oh, the prices people pay for such a single, rare gem! To have a small bag of them would make you rich in the world’s eyes. Yet we have an entire Book of flawless words, one after another after another. How precious is that Book Divine! How much more precious is he who gave it. It is his Word. Put your trust in him and let him be your shield.

Acts 27:13-26

Jesus is in control of all things not only when he calms the storm as he did in the gospel reading, but also here when he allows a storm to threaten the lives of Paul and all his companions. Often, we are tempted to think that Jesus is in control only when things are going the way we want and expect. Our stewardship response is often wrongly based upon that. If things are going well, I’ll give to the Lord. If things aren’t going so well, I might hold back. Yet isn’t the basis of our giving Christ’s love for us? Perhaps when times are tough, we may have an opportunity to show our trust in the Lord by maintaining (or even increasing) our financial stewardship as a demonstration of our confidence that the Lord will get us through that storm. Whether that is a possibility or not, we know that all things are in the Lord’s hands and we entrust every aspect of our lives to him—whether in calm or in storm.
