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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year A of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Lent 2
Genesis 12:1-8
Abram displays great faith in God as he packs up his family and all his belongings, leaves behind his extended family and way of life, and sets out for an unknown land that the Lord would show him. This Spirit-given faith in God’s promises emboldened Abram to follow the Lord. Likewise, our Spirit-given faith in God’s promises to bless and be with us empowers us to wisely use the blessings God has given us. We don’t always know what the outcome of our stewardship will be, but by faith we trust that God will use it as a blessing for us and for his kingdom.  
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

I once worked with a man who acted like he was doing me a favor every time he showed up for work on time and did his job the way he was expected to. He didn’t last at the company very long. Most of us probably have more sense when it comes to our own work, but how often do we imagine that we’re doing God a favor whenever we do something he commands? Indeed, in just the same way, our works for God are not a favor to him, but a debt we owe to him—and one that we have no hope of repaying. Thank God that through Christ this debt has been paid off, that our faith in him has instead been credited as righteousness and that we’re now free to do works motivated by the new heart he has created in us!

Lent 3
Exodus 17:1-7
It’s easy to grumble against God when it seems like he isn’t providing everything we need or want. Water is obviously an important thing, and the people didn’t have it, so it’s not surprising that they began to complain. However, there was no need to grumble! They should have trusted that the Lord their Savior could provide for their needs—even in the most miraculous ways! If God can draw water out of solid rock for a community of people, do we really need to worry that he won’t supply everything we need and more for our lives? Let us trust in Jesus and confidently serve him!
Lent 4
Isaiah 42:14-21

In my hometown all the crosswalks have audible crossing signals to assist the blind with navigating the city. I’ve often imagined what it must be like to be blind and how welcoming it must be for a blind person in a strange city to find these sorts of guides. This is the same image Isaiah creates for us in this chapter: God leading us through lands we don’t know and making our paths safe before us. Just as he formerly led the Israelites with pillars of cloud and fire, he now leads us with his eternal Word so that, even though we were spiritually blind, we can trust that he is preserving us on our walk to heaven.

Ephesians 5:8-14
To a dark and unbelieving world, the thought of using our time, talents, testimony, and treasures to serve Christ the Lord seems unreasonable, if not downright foolish. However, because God our Savior called us out of that darkness and into his wonderful light, our lives will be filled with “fruits of the light,” as we practice God-pleasing stewardship characterized by goodness, righteousness, and truth.

Lent 5
2 Kings 4:17-37

The story of Elisha and the Shunammite’s son is a clear reminder of how God uses giving and taking to reinforce his supremacy in our lives. Perhaps we remember in our times of poverty that the Lord is providing for us in our weakness; perhaps we remember in our times of wealth that all we have has been given to us by God. Have you ever considered that God has given you what you have that you may be an example to others of how to trust in him when you lose it? Consider the poor Shunammite. She has wealth, though no son, and finds contentment in being a gracious host to Elisha. She does not ask for a son but is granted one—and then watches as he dies. She does not lash out at her husband or her friends or her community—and even restrains her tongue when speaking to Elisha. God works through Elisha to restore her son. We know that God will work according to his good pleasure to do good for us in our time of trouble. Let us remember that we honor God not only in our humility or strength but also in our willingness to bear the suffering that comes when we lose the gifts he has granted us.

Romans 8:11-19
The promise of the resurrection from the dead in Christ gives us a whole different perspective on our stewardship of God’s blessings. If there was no bodily resurrection, we might be tempted to use our bodies and lives to satisfy all our earthly desires, since our time is short. However, the promise of a bodily resurrection from the dead and eternal, glorified bodies helps us to see that our bodies can be used for a lifetime of service to God—not with a spirit of fear, but with confident trust in the one who has given us the Spirit of sonship—our loving, providing Father.

John 11:17-27,38-45

If our faith convinces us of the truth of Scripture that God can work all things out to serve his purposes, then we can be good stewards even in the valleys of life. The people around Jesus were asking the question, “Couldn’t he have kept this man from dying?” Jesus pointed out this was the wrong question. Jesus said the question was, rather, “If you believe, won’t you see the glory of God?” In times of adversity, when our finances, our ability to use our talents, and the pressures of time make life hard to manage, Jesus asks the same question, “If you believe, won’t you see the glory of God?” Then God expects us to act in wisdom and seek the Spirit’s guidance in managing our adversity.

Palm Sunday

Zechariah 9:9,10

Could a prophecy made about 25 centuries ago about an event about 20 centuries ago change our lives? Absolutely. As the prophet here sees Jesus coming so humbly to save us, we learn what grace and our lives under God’s grace are all about. We’re not here to do whatever we want. Humble faith leads to humble willingness to do whatever God wants.

Philippians 2:5-11

On this Palm Sunday we ponder the humble entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, where he was welcomed with praise and respect by those who believed in him, his miracles, and his teachings, but rebuked by the Pharisees. We are told that our attitude “should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” who “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant . . . humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on the cross!” It is difficult for us to imagine ourselves being able to make the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made for us, to live the perfect life of Jesus in a world in which corruption is seen daily on television screens and newspapers and heard on radios. Selfishness seems to run rampant, and selflessness seems non-existent if we believe the media. How do we begin modeling our lives after that of Christ, our Servant Leader and King? The answers are found in God’s inspired Word and by managing our spiritual life through regularly reading and studying Scripture. We can walk the humble path of life just as Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt on Palm Sunday so many years ago.

Matthew 21:1-11

“He would give you the shirt off his back.” That's an old expression to describe someone who is generous. Many people in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday gave the shirts off their backs to honor Jesus.  They didn't give them to him to keep him warm. They gave their cloaks to honor Jesus by putting them on the road in front of him as he rode on a donkey. They felt their word of praise, “Hosanna,” was not enough. So we honor Jesus not only with the words we speak and sing but also by giving to him generously.
Holy Thursday
Exodus 24:1-11
“We will do everything the Lord has said.” That was the appropriate response of the children of Israel at the base of Mount Sinai. They had experienced the release from slavery in Egypt that the Lord had accomplished for them. How could they do otherwise? How can we do otherwise when we understand the freedom from slavery to sin the Lord has provided for us through the great Passover Lamb Jesus? Let us dedicate our lives to doing everything to serve and honor Christ our Savior.

1 Corinthians 11:23-28

We ought to examine ourselves. How have you reviewed the importance of your possessions compared to God? A true self-examination may reveal a weak kind of love for him. How difficult it is for us to put God first when it comes to our time, talents, and treasures. Therefore, we accept our King’s invitation to approach his throne of grace in communion with deep humility, to be bold enough to touch him, and to receive from him the outstretched scepter of his forgiveness.

John 13:1-15,34

What a beautiful picture of Jesus’ love—washing the feet of his disciples. For Jesus to humble himself made his disciples—Simon Peter in particular—uncomfortable. He was their leader and teacher—their Lord—not their servant. For him to remove the dust and dirt from their travel-worn feet seemed unnatural. But Jesus is the perfect example of servant leadership. He instructs his disciples, “Wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you . . . no servant is greater than his master.” May we live up to his call to serve selflessly at every opportunity.

Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13–53:12

In this prophecy of God’s great Servant, Jesus Christ, we take note how Jesus is pictured as a lamb who refused to do things to make his life more comfortable and desirable. We, on the other hand, are pictured as sheep who have turned to our own ways. What a contrast! May God’s great Servant-Lamb, who bears our iniquities, strengthen us to live for him.

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
On this day in history, Jesus our great High Priest offered the once-for-all sacrifice to take away our sins. This is the day we remember the atoning sacrifice that is at the heart of our faith. Let us hold unswervingly to that faith in Christ’s death for our salvation. How can we do that in the face of all the powers that want to pull us away from Jesus? We cling to his gospel in Word and sacraments, and it makes us strong.
John 19:17-30

He didn’t give us a tenth of what he had. God did not have 10 sons from whom he gave one to the world for its salvation. What motivates to such generous giving? It is love. Scripture says, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.” God’s love for us in turn creates a responsive love. Some people will be tempted to say, “To give all or even a large amount is not reasonable.” Whoever said that love is reasonable? Love does extravagant things. God has proven his love for you. He has proven himself trustworthy. He has gone all out for you. Can you respond in like measure? His will for you is, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Look to him. Expect him to help you respond. For “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Easter Dawn
Isaiah 12:1-6
Praise, proclaim, make known—what else can we do when we know what the Lord Jesus has done for us? This is our priority. Praise the risen Christ who has given us eternal life. Proclaim what the Savior has done for the world.  Make known among the nations that God saves. All that we have and all that we do is now dedicated to praising the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

John 20:1-18 

John shares with us the greatest event in the history of the world. Because the Lord has led us to believe in Jesus’ resurrection, we are like the women who just could not contain themselves. They had to get to the disciples as quickly as possible to share the good news. It’s also interesting to know the rest of the story regarding those present that first Easter morning. All of them spent the remainder of their lives sharing the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. May our lives reflect the same joy and faith in Jesus’ resurrection.

Easter




Jonah 2:2-9

While it is true that God caused Jonah to be swallowed by a fish because of his sin, it was mainly to provide a prophetic picture of Christ’s resurrection. This resurrection of Christ assures us of our own resurrection and calls us to fix our eyes on him who is our life.

Matthew 28:1-10
What’s the most valuable thing you’ve ever been entrusted with? When you hold something valuable, your hands might shake as you grasp it. Your mind might race with thoughts of how you could ruin it. The most valuable possession you have is the good news about Jesus. As Jesus told the women on the way back from the empty tomb, so he tells you as you contemplate the empty tomb, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell.”
Easter 2
Acts 2:14a, 22-32

David foresaw Christ’s resurrection. Peter and the disciples were witnesses of it. We, through the Spirit, believe in Christ’s resurrection. Like David, we live in hope in the confidence of our resurrection. Without this confidence, we are to be pitied more than all men, but with this confidence we have every reason to serve our Savior with our time, talents, and treasures.

1 Peter 1:3-9
Gold has always been considered valuable. Even today you can see commercials that promote owning gold as a hedge against economic uncertainty. The Lord has given you something more precious than gold. He’s given you faith in the risen Savior. The goal of your faith is eternal life in heaven, and through Christ you will reach that goal. Through faith in Jesus, you now live your life in this world not looking to amass treasures. Instead, you rejoice to use the gifts God has given you in this world to bring to others that gift of faith in Jesus, which is far more precious than gold.

John 20:19-31

As God’s stewards we respond to his grace by serving him. As we serve, we look for opportunities to use our resources where they are needed most. Jesus took the time to give special attention to calm the fears of his disciples and then, later, to provide the proof Thomas needed. One would not have expected less from Jesus, whose patient service did not end with the cross. Our regular response through our offerings of time, money, and abilities in service to our Lord’s church are supplemented by our attention to special needs. When the opportunity comes to provide specific support, may we be willing to do what is necessary to meet that need.

Easter 3
1 Peter 1:17-21

What is your faith based upon? Is it the riches of this world? Is it the things you hope to accomplish? It is to be, and to remain, based on the One who has saved us from our sins. Continue to call upon him always and in all situations, for he is our faith and hope. That is being a faithful steward of God’s call.

Luke 24:13-35
How sad those two disciples were. Then how glad they were. They thought Jesus was dead. Then they knew he was alive. In their excitement they knew they had to tell someone, so they ran back to find their friends gathered in the locked room. How sad we are because of our sin. How glad we are to know that our Savior lives, having taken away all our sins. In our excitement, we have to tell other people. We do this personally. We also do this as we send out pastors and missionaries, teachers and staff ministers, to share the good news.

Easter 4

Acts 2:42-47
It goes together: growing in faith through the gospel of Jesus and living a life that exhibits that faith. In early Jerusalem, the Christians devoted themselves to Christ’s Word and sacraments, prayer and fellowship. As a result, they were moved to great generosity, sharing with those who were in need. May the Lord bless us with such hearts that we show the same generosity as we give to those in need and bring the world what it needs the most: the good news about Jesus.

1 Peter 2:19-25

Who are you committed to and why? Has God called us to live for ourselves, to get ahead in this life at any cost to us or the people around us? Is that being a faithful steward of the gift of faith? Jesus, who was completely innocent, took on our guilt and through his atoning work we are healed and no longer adrift in this world. Remain committed to him and his goal for your life.

John 10:1-10

Are we able to put a price on the life Jesus has enabled us to have by way of his death and resurrection? He has given us such a life with one of the outcomes being we want to share this life with others. There are many entities, some using the name of Jesus, trying to get into our wallet. It is easy to understand how people like us can become wary of the money talk that takes place inside and outside of the church. A way to help us be faithful and wise managers of our God-given resources is to make sure what we are supporting is going to promote the gospel in its truth and purity. Continue to listen for the voice of our Savior as he speaks to us through the Scriptures. Continue to support efforts to have his voice in the ears of many.
