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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Ash Wednesday
2 Samuel 12:1-13
Both the hypothetical man in Nathan’s parable, and the recipient of the parable, King David, were guilty of sinning in regard to stewardship. They had taken something that God hadn’t given to them and used it as their own. While we might not think of this account as a stewardship reading, the law also cuts us with our lack of faithful stewardship so that we have to say along with David, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Yet the comforting message of forgiveness that Nathan shares with David applies to us too. When we confess our sin of unfaithful stewardship, the comfort of “The Lord has taken away your sin” is there for us too! 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2

At this moment in history the Lord is giving us the opportunity to share with others locally and far beyond our zip code the good news that Jesus went up to Jerusalem to be this world’s Savior. The offerings we place into our offering plate today are one way we can make sure the good news of our Savior is delivered in our locality but also throughout the world through the ministry of our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

Luke 18:9-14

The parable of the Pharisee and tax collector is really about us. We have the sinful nature of the Pharisee that wanted to take credit for words and actions that appear to be good on the outside even though motives are far from perfect. The Pharisee was full of pride. C.S. Lewis once said that “pride is the great sin.” Pride moves us to look down on everyone and doesn’t allow us to look up. The tax collector, on the other hand, teaches us to look up when our sins put us down. Not only is there forgiveness for our countless sins that the sinful nature likes to overlook, but we look up to Jesus as the one for whom we thankfully live and give and serve.
Lent 1
Hebrews 4:14-16
It’s easy to think that God doesn’t know what life is like. As the God of the universe, he possesses all things, so he doesn’t have to worry about not having enough money, time, or talents. It might seem unfair that he expects us to be faithful stewards when we don’t have everything. Yet the writer to the Hebrews reminds us that our Savior Jesus has been tempted in every way, just like we are. He knows the struggles and the temptations we bear. Because he perfectly rejected those temptations, we can approach his throne and expect his grace and mercy in our time of need!

Luke 4:1-13

It’s not a fair fight when you really look at the daily struggle between humankind and Satan’s assaults. His temptations run so parallel to our own evil desires and fleshly demands that we can confuse our sinful disobedience for perfectly natural requests. Thank God for our Substitute! In love, Jesus took the fight to Satan, conquering his wicked attempts with God’s powerful truth. And now God’s truth says it’s still an unfair fight. When we resist the devil using God’s Word, our enemy doesn’t stand a chance! People free from Satan are people free to make God’s Word their priority. That’s just good, plain, thankful, stewardship modeled after our Savior himself!
Lent 2
Jeremiah 26:8-15 or Luke 13:31-35

Today’s Old Testament and Gospel readings share with us the boldness of the prophet Jeremiah and our Savior. It is evident that nothing was going to derail Jeremiah or Jesus from accomplishing the work each was called to do. May all of us emulate Jeremiah and Jesus in our own lives as Christians. May the Lord compel us to let nothing take our focus off our main purpose in life, which is summed up quite well by our synod’s theme: “Christ’s Love, Our Calling.” May the way we manage our lives, our finances, and our time reveal that Jesus has a grip on us.

Philippians 3:17—4:1  

On this second Sunday in Lent, the message of Scripture is sadly and even painfully clear. In our world today—with mass media, super-powered communication devices, instant news flashes of crises occurring in every corner of the earth—we are living in the Information Age. We reflect upon the daily crises that bombard our television and computer screens. We see the seemingly hopeless situations in which some men, women, and children are placed and ask ourselves “Why?” We look at the leadership under which these crises occur—in foreign countries, in our country, in our towns, and in our families. With a touch on the Internet, we can communicate with people we will never meet and “listen” to their life stories. We may not “hear” the true pain and hopelessness they may feel. We may not “hear” that they have not yet realized that “their mind is on earthly things” or that “many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.” Do we use our God-given time to really listen? Do we take the time to share that “we eagerly await a Savior,” that we believe in the risen Christ of Easter? Do we “stand firm in the Lord?”
Lent 3
Exodus 3:1-15

To come near God, we learn with Moses, is to stand on holy ground. What grace that we can even approach God at all, in Christ! Note in the lesson what the result will be when God single-handedly rescues his people of old: They will return to God to worship him. May we likewise worship our holy God by all we think, say, and do in response to his grace. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

On this third Sunday in Lent, we remember a story from Moses’ time that also applies today. How are we to live our lives? By what example? That of our peers, our friends, our coworkers, our family, our parents? We are to follow Christ’s example. Do we? Although we may have eaten the “spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink” as our forefathers and have experienced drinking from the “spiritual rock” that is Christ, we are, nevertheless, sinners, just as the people led by Moses. They were warned not to be idolaters, not to commit sexual immorality, not to test the Lord, and not to grumble—warnings that we also often ignore.

How blessed we are, how cared for! As we remain focused on Christ as our Savior, we have the promise that “God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” God gives us everything we need, even the resources to make wise decisions, and when we don’t, a “way out” to again “stand firm” and remain faithful in him. How can we thank him for these generous, unconditional gifts of love?

Luke 13:1-9

In the aftermath of a major tragedy, survivors often find themselves trying to find answers to questions like “How could this happen?”, “What do I do now?”, or the more fundamental “Why me?” Christians who have placed their trust in today’s popular “success theologies” may feel like they’ve received a sucker punch to the gut, as they’re now forced to ask, “Is my sin greater than that of those around me?” In this text, Jesus responds with a resounding “I tell you, no!” and then reminds the rest of us that “unless you repent, you too will all perish.” With his death on the cross, Christ paid the price for sin once and for all, and now lives to nurture and prune our faith. Although life’s hardships and tragedies remain, we may rest securely knowing that we are at peace with God.
Lent 4
Isaiah 12:1-6

What joy and gratitude we feel with the prophet Isaiah as he wraps up the first section of his book of prophecy here. God has rescued us in pure grace from all our sins and from all our fierce

enemies. May God turn our joy and gratitude into action. As we work and rest, as we save and spend—in all we do—may the Lord be our strength, song, and salvation. 

Romans 8:1-10
For those controlled by the sinful nature, it’s impossible to live a life of God-pleasing stewardship. Their only focus is on themselves, instead of on God. Because Jesus perfectly met the righteous requirements of God’s law in our place and paid for our sins, and because we’ve been set free by the Spirit working faith in our hearts, we’re now able to live a life of God-pleasing stewardship using all that we have in loving service to God. There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!

Luke 15:1-3; 11-32

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son, told to the Pharisees and teachers of the law, is a poignant reminder to us of God our Father’s unconditional love. As the father in this parable gave his younger son his share of the estate, welcomed him back after his sin-filled adventures, celebrated his son’s becoming “alive” again—we are reminded of the many times that we have felt unforgivable after some of our indiscretions. As children we probably experienced sinful envy towards brothers, sisters, friends, or television celebrities who seemed to receive better treatment, better “toys” than we were given. We can call upon God for help, and he is there for us—unconditionally. We ask ourselves, “How can God ever forgive me for what I have done?” But he will, and does, unconditionally with love! And God is prepared to offer this unconditional love to EVERYONE! As people of God, we are to imitate Christ, including showing this kind of unconditional love to others.

Lent 5
Isaiah 43:16-21 

The LORD’s church in the Old Testament could have been bitter about being slaves for almost 400 years. The LORD, however, wants them to forget the suffering of the past and think of how he saved them from an advancing Egyptian army and from impending death. He did it by dividing the Red Sea for them to pass and then letting it swallow up their enemies. That was only the beginning. Much later, the Jesus came to save them from the punishment of damnation their sins deserved. Instead of bitterness for past injustices, there were plenty of reasons to praise the Lord. Today, no matter how dark the road we have traveled on, the same God who delivered the Israelites and who promised them a Savior, is the God who blesses us with grace multiplied by grace. He is our Savior. What a reason to worship and praise him from our hearts with our time, talents, and financial gifts.

Philippians 3:4b-14

On this fifth Sunday in Lent as we approach Palm Sunday and Easter, we are strongly reminded of God’s saving power in our lives. We, the sinful ones, are saved from eternal death by faith in the sinless, crucified, and risen Christ of Easter, as promised by God in the Old Testament. All of what we plan for and do comes from God. The Apostle Paul admits that, although he has known Christ and his teachings and tried to follow his ways, he does not consider himself “yet to have taken hold of it.” We can most certainly identify with Paul. We may know what we should do, but often do what we should not. But we can count on the unconditional love and grace of God to help us as we, too, forget “what is behind” and strain “toward what is ahead . . . press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called [us] heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Our focus “heavenward” is a vital part of our life’s priorities. Planning for and managing our life with this focus will make all the difference for our eternal life.

Luke 20:9-19

Christians often think of stewardship as being about what we give. In light of today’s reading, it’s interesting to consider that the word “steward” was originally used in English to describe the overseer of a house. We so often think of ourselves in the role of “owner,” or on our better days, perhaps “servant,” but in this passage, we see ourselves as nothing more than sharecroppers caring for the land of another. And oh, what poor caretakers we often are, so focused on our own plans and purposes, and not on the work that our Lord has called us to do. Our situation would be as hopeless as the tenants in this parable, but the same God who created us and who saved us from our sin also sanctifies us. God has placed us in our positions of stewardship so that we may gratefully perform the works of service he has prepared in advance for us. May he bless our work as we serve together in his name!
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 42:1-4
Isaiah uses these verses to introduce us to the Servant of the Lord. This is the first of four “Servant Songs” in Isaiah. Here Isaiah talks about how Jesus’ suffering is God’s plan and what exactly that means. We as sinners are broken reeds and dimly burning wicks, yet Jesus does not cut us off as we deserve but forgives us and gives us his righteousness. We celebrate Jesus’ servant attitude on Palm Sunday because it is grace in action. It is undeserved love for us that moves the Lord of lords to humbly enter the city as our servant knowing it would lead to his death. What a reason for us to be Jesus’ humble servants, dedicating our lives and possessions to him.

Philippians 2:5-11

On this Palm Sunday, we ponder the humble entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, where he was welcomed with praise and respect by those who believed in him, his miracles, and his teachings, but rebuked by the Pharisees. We are told that our attitude “should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” who “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant . . . humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on the cross!” It is difficult for us to imagine ourselves being able to make the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made for us, to live the perfect life of Jesus in a world in which corruption is seen daily on television screens and newspapers and heard on radios. Selfishness seems to run rampant, and selflessness seems non-existent. How do we begin modeling our lives after that of Christ, our Servant Leader and King? The answers are found in God’s inspired Word and by managing our spiritual life through regularly reading and studying Scripture. We can walk the humble path of life just as Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt on Palm Sunday so many years ago.

Luke 19:28-40

In a busy church it’s easy to think of stewardship as a decision-driven, active process. You may be coordinating a festival, canvassing a neighborhood, or even just putting money in the offering plate, but it’s often something you’ve chosen to do yourself. In this passage we’re reminded of a more passive form of stewardship: being willing to do what must be done at the time it’s needed. The owner of the donkey isn’t named in Scripture and didn’t even have the satisfaction of having Jesus make a request of him personally, but he also knew that this was needed for the Lord’s work. And so often our work is the same. So often this is the way opportunities present themselves: not as opportunities to indulge ourselves by performing the work we’d most like to do, but as a chance to demonstrate true service by doing the work that most needs to be done.

Sunday of the Passion
Luke 22:1-23:56
Some terrible things happen in this section of Scripture. Judas plans to betray Jesus. The disciples, after being told that one of them would betray Jesus, argue about who is greatest among them. Peter denies even knowing Jesus. Why would Jesus put up with them? The answer is grace. He shows it by offering himself to them through the Lord’s Supper. He offers that same grace to us. We also have sinned grievously. Yet God gives us his forgiveness in the sacrament. What a reason for us to participate often in this sacrament and dedicate our lives to sharing the message of his grace to the world.

Holy Thursday
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Jeremiah speaks of a new covenant. His prophecy is fulfilled when Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper, which replaces the Passover and the old covenant. In the old covenant, animals were slaughtered, blood was shed. These sacrifices prepared his people to accept the fact that the wages of sin is death, but a loving God accepts a substitute. It is possible for an innocent victim to take the wrath of God for your sins. These sacrifices prepared God’s people to look forward to the Messiah who would be the sacrifice. What a blessing today to be able to receive Jesus’ real body and blood and the forgiveness of sins that the old covenant could only picture. What a reason for us to receive the sacrament frequently and with joy.
Hebrews 10:15-25

It’s very easy to imagine religion as a purely individual enterprise. Certainly, we believe in our own hearts, not another’s, just as we were baptized individually and will someday rise to stand before God individually. But God takes great pains to remind us of the importance of our continued cooperation with one another. Consider that God’s word came to each of us through the activity of other believers and that God has placed us here to continue to spread the gospel to others. May God move us to keep this focus on serving him as we serve one another through our words, actions, time, talent, and treasures!

Luke 22:7-20

There’s a certain dramatic irony to the way today’s familiar reading begins as Jesus sends Peter and John to make preparations for the Passover. These preparations certainly would not have been easy. If you think Bethlehem was busy during Augustus’ census, just imagine finding yourself in the capital city during the holiday season. Still, it doesn’t take a great deal of imagination to visualize how gung-ho these two must have been to take on this task when they asked Jesus, “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” And here comes the twist: Jesus has already made preparations for them, so that they could make preparations for him. The preparations didn’t stop there. God established the Passover festival as a continuing reminder of how he guards his people and to provide a context for the ultimate sacrifice Jesus was preparing to make just a few hours later. Through all human history, God has shaped events to point toward Christ’s crucifixion and, at the same time, has also created opportunities for us to serve in his name.
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

In the workplace there are positions of glory and then there are other less glamorous types of work. A good CEO may dine with the president or make the cover of BusinessWeek; a bad CEO may make the magazine cover for less positive reasons and, depending on the extent of his inadequacy, may soon find himself the object of public scorn. A good janitor, however, will often only gain the respect of peers, and a bad janitor will pass through the workplace with little recognition at all. So how unlikely would it be to see a CEO taking the fall for the actions of the janitor? What a shock it is for us, then, to find our Lord in such a position. Here we are, poor stewards, seeing our landlord stricken and afflicted for our mismanagement of his estate. But praise God that he was, for by his punishment we have peace and by his wounds we are healed.
Galatians 3:10-13

All religions of the world have something in common. All try to answer the question, “How can an individual have peace with their god as they know them?” All, except those who faithfully accept the teachings of Scripture, answer that question with works designed to win enough favor to be accepted. Only Christians who faithfully follow and confess the Bible trust in the fact that the true God did everything necessary to have peace with him. Our works would be useless because they don’t meet the requirements necessary to have peace with God. That requisite is absolute holiness. How can we have that holiness? God punished Jesus for us and credited Christ’s holiness to our account. Through faith it becomes ours personally. Today we celebrate the fact that Jesus was our substitute on the cross. We rejoice that he did everything necessary, so that we don’t have to add even a little bit to our salvation. How beautiful are the words, “It is finished,” or “paid in full”! This is what is good about Good Friday.

John 19:17-30

He didn’t give us a tenth of what he had. God did not have 10 sons from whom he gave one to the world for its salvation. What motivates to such generous giving? It is love. Scripture says, “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” God’s love for us in turn creates a responsive love in us which expresses itself in many wonderful ways. Some people will be tempted to say, “To give all or even a large amount is not reasonable.” Whoever said that love was reasonable? Love does extravagant things. God has proven his love for you. He has proven himself trustworthy. He has “gone all out” for you. Can you respond in like measure? His will for you is, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” Look to him. Expect him to help you respond, for “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Easter Dawn

Exodus 15:1-11

Sometimes it’s easy to wish for God to give us a visible example of his providence, as the Hebrews saw when the Red Sea swallowed up the chariots of Egypt—a bold, obvious example of his care that removes any doubt of his involvement. But, of course, God doesn’t always work through great calamity, but sometimes through silence and safety, and often through the actions of others. May God provide us with ample opportunities to reflect his light in the lives of others as we live in his service!

Colossians 3:1-4

Jesus Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! What a reason for us to keep our hearts and minds on things above rather than on earthly things. Easter is a time to behold God’s grace. On Easter God justified us—declared us not guilty of our sins. He accepted the sacrifice Jesus made for the sins of the world. Now, by faith, our lives are hidden with Christ in God. By grace we shall appear with him in glory. That is an exciting message to share with our loved ones and for our missionaries to share with our support. Offerings and personal evangelism are two opportunities for us to keep our minds on things above.

John 20:1-18

Imagine the grief of Mary Magdalene beginning on Good Friday, the day of Christ’s earthly death on the cross, and continuing through this Easter morning when she discovered his empty tomb. Mary Magdalene, chosen to be one of those to find the tomb empty, saw the resurrected Jesus. Can you imagine yourself in that situation: empty tomb, angels, Christ risen? She might have floated awestruck to tell the disciples the news: “I have seen the Lord!” Mary Magdalene, an ordinary woman who loved her Lord and Savior, was given a special part to play in the resurrection story. What do you do as a result of being privileged to experience through God’s Word what she experienced? As a steward of the gospel message, you are an ambassador for Christ. Put yourself in her place, in the place of one of the disciples who heard her speak. Do this every day, as though the first Easter is happening again 365 times each year. Live as the Easter person that God created you to be!

Easter Day

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Paul tells us, “That we will all be changed.” Easter assures us of victory over death. Jesus had power over his own death; he also has power over ours and will use it to give us glorious new bodies. Because this is true, Paul exhorts us to, “Stand firm!” He wants us to not give up. By grace the hard work we do for the Lord will not be wasted. What a joy it will be to see people resurrected to glory and praising God for his grace because of the work God did for and through us!

Luke 24:1-12

Very rarely is emptiness seen as a positive attribute. An empty bank account, an empty gas tank, an empty cradle, an empty seat at the table—they’re all reminders of our limitations and the losses we are doomed to experience. An unexpected emptiness is often even worse. The women who came to prepare Jesus’ body that Easter Sunday had experienced such a sudden loss: their Jesus, who had seemed so beloved by everyone just a week earlier, had suffered such a humiliating, public death. They and the disciples found themselves practicing a type of stewardship they had never expected: collecting their Messiah’s body and preparing it for burial. They had experienced so much emptiness already that they were shocked to experience a sudden, different, positive emptiness: he had risen indeed! The emptiness of the tomb replaced their empty hopes with hopefulness and their empty works with the fulfilling task of telling everyone that he has risen! When we see that empty tomb, we no longer see a great loss, but a great gain: salvation has been won, and we have been made right with God!

Easter 2

Acts 5:12, 17-32

On this second Sunday of Easter, the resurrection of Jesus from death is fresh in our minds. We continue to rejoice, sing, and give thanks to God for his unconditional love through the supreme sacrifice of his Son for our sins. The Easter season is about setting priorities—KEEPING CHRIST FIRST in our lives! “We must obey God rather than men!” In Acts 5:29, Peter and the other apostles expressed this priority even under threatening circumstances as they appeared before the Sanhedrin (“the full assembly of the elders of Israel”). The apostles witnessed to these high officials that Christ died so that we could live eternally with him. As witnesses to the truth, we are caretakers of the gospel message. Managing the proclamation of that message is the work of the church and its people. Through good stewardship of the gifts God gives personally and to the church, the gospel message is proclaimed.

Revelation 1:4-18

The Son of Man told the apostle John, “Do not be afraid . . . I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!” These comforting words from the Son of Man, our Savior Jesus Christ, are also intended for us today: “Do not be afraid . . . I am the Living One.” This means we do not have to be afraid to stand up for God at the workplace, to give generously, or to teach his Word to others, because our all-powerful God lives and reigns eternally!

John 20:19-31

Are you a doubting Thomas? God lets us know that whoever sows generously will reap generously (2 Corinthians 9:6). A doubting Thomas is one who wants to see the reaping first before he sows. Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
