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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Pentecost 4
2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15

So much, so much, so much! God has showered us with so much. Yet we whine and even covet what we don’t have. What ungrateful creatures given that we have the greatest gift from God—his pardon for our sins straight from his mouth: “The Lord has taken away your sin.” Have you heard the shout from the cross today: “It is finished”? God has another gift on the other side of the grave waiting for us. We will not die, but live in that setting, by God’s pure grace.

Galatians 2:11-21

How could those two great Christian leaders, Peter and Paul, not work together? How often do we not act in line with the truth of the gospel? Our time, our checkbook, our activities do not always show we have been crucified with Christ. We have been justified by faith in Christ. We no longer live, but Christ lives in us. He loved us and gave himself for us. Our life of faith now demonstrates peace with God, harmony with others, service to our Lord. Lord, let it happen!

Luke 7:36-50

What motivates you to bring your gifts to the Lord? For the woman in today’s reading, the motivation was forgiveness. Of all the gifts God gives to us, forgiveness in Jesus Christ is the most precious. No gift we could give back to God for what he did through his Son Jesus Christ could ever balance the debt we owe for what our Lord accomplished for us on the cross. Yet Jesus says in today’s reading that the debt we owe has been canceled. That means that we do not give out of obligation but as an act of worship and thanks to God.

Psalm 32

In this psalm, David repeatedly highlights the joy we find in knowing Christ’s forgiveness and the protection he offers to us. This is so contrary to our instincts of how to take care of ourselves; we assume that by possessing more we’ll find greater flexibility and freedom. But David emphasizes that it is the Lord who preserves us from trouble while the sorrows of the wicked are many. Let us all remember this when considering how best to use our gifts in the Lord’s service.

Christian Worship: Supplement
2 Chronicles 33:1-6,10-18
Hezekiah was a great and faithful king. Yet, Israel was—and we are—only one generation away from losing the Lord. Manasseh could have followed his father’s example, but he chose the opposite. He used his talents and finances to fund and rebuild the high places his dad had torn down. He erected altars to Baals and poles to Ashteroth. Worst of all, he placed these demon-gods in the very temple of God who said, “My name will remain in Jerusalem forever.” God caused Manasseh’s captivity by the Assyrians, which led him to a repentant prayer. God, the Divine Forgiver, forgave him. The rest of Manasseh’s life was spent—time, talents, and treasures—to God’s glory.
Pentecost 5
Zechariah 13:7-9 

As the one-third of the sheep who are faithful to the true God, we expect to be tested and refined by our service to God, Zechariah warned. We need to be ready day and night to give answer of our faith in the one true God. The day God will call us to account is unknown. Until the accounting is required, let us be about the work of our God. Do not be put off by roadblocks, challenges, or even failure. God uses these to refine our faith.

Galatians 3:23-29   

What are you wearing right now? Are you wearing the garment of salvation Christ dressed you in at baptism? You are a part of his family through faith in him. God’s law doesn’t drive us. God’s law guides us. God’s love in Christ is offered to all: Jew, Greek, German, you name it. Debt or debt-free does not matter. Rich or poor doesn’t count. Male or female is immaterial. When you belong to Christ Jesus you wear your faith. You are justified by faith. Show that by dressing in love.

Luke 9:18-24

To deny one’s self is not easy. Pushing aside our sinful nature is difficult. The plots of many movies and TV shows reflect the old visual effect used in cartoons: the angel on one shoulder and the devil on the other, both whispering into the ear of the subject—one suggesting good behavior; the other suggesting evil. As stewards, that selfishness comes to the surface much too often. Self comes first; God gets the leftovers. Time and money are more often spent on self rather than for God. As an individual I am so convicted by such statements that my reaction is to rise up to defend my choices, my rights. God says, “Leave self behind for once. Act like the steward of the Master’s property that you are. Be a servant to the Master’s plan for all that he gives into your care. Shoulder his burden, if you can.” And there’s a promise in there, for even if we use up our whole life in service to the Lord, he will give us a new one that we’ll never use up.

Psalm 22

The words of this psalm are so familiar on Good Friday, from the obvious foreshadowing of Christ’s crucifixion to the establishment of the words he later said on the cross. But this psalm also highlights the role that evangelism plays as a response to our faith in Christ. We naturally tell one another of what Christ has done for us until all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord. Lord, please support us and guide us as we look for ways to share the good news with others who have not heard it.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Hebrews 11:24-26
How much is fame worth? What would you sacrifice to “enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time”?  Is “disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt”? Moses thought so—and hopefully we think so. “He was looking ahead to his reward.” Shouldn’t we? All the wealth of the world is junk compared to the glory of heaven and the gift God gives to his followers.
Pentecost 6





1 Kings 19:14-21

Elijah was very zealous. Everyone else had lost the faith. He was the lone ranger of Israel—so he thought. God told him, “Guess again. Seven thousand have not gone to Baal.” God calls on us to get up and get with the program in the invisible church and in that visible place where we hear the Word and gather with the faithful. May he inspire us to build his kingdom. May he keep us from seeing ourselves as the battered remnant. May he change hearts through our efforts!

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

So often churches and pastors take God’s Old Testament command to the Israelites concerning tithing and use it to bind the consciences of God’s New Testament people. They do it because it works—people give. But it doesn’t really work if people are giving grudgingly and dutifully rather than joyfully and worshipfully. They give as ones who have been burdened with a yoke of slavery. May we remember that we are freed by Christ who has fulfilled all those Old Testament laws for us. How shall we use such freedom in the area of stewardship? As we live by the Spirit, we will freely, joyfully, and worshipfully use our wealth to serve God and one another in love.

Luke 9:51-62

Corporations today often run what is known as a cost-benefit analysis. Before spending millions of dollars, the company wants to know what real benefits will result. If the ultimate benefits to the company don’t outweigh the expenses, the project is killed. Most of us, at least subconsciously, do a cost-benefit analysis of our giving. To give time, energy, and money to church costs us something personal. If all we do is weigh the physical evidence, we will concentrate too much on what we are giving up. However, our relationship to the Lord is spiritual. If we look with spiritual eyes, we will see that the rewards of being part of God’s kingdom far outweigh the earthly cost.

Psalm 62

If only I had . . . What do you want—riches, honor, security? Don’t look for those in anything tangible. Rest in God alone. Talk about a Rock, a Fortress, a Refuge! Look for what matters most in this life and the next: a God who saved you; an unshakeable future that can never perish, spoil, or fade; riches that don’t wear out—for eternity. Trust in him at all times, for he alone is our Rock and Salvation.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Jonah 3:3-4:4
Believers can be sucked into the attitudes of the world. We resent people who are hostile to us and often have a not-so-hidden desire to see them pay for their antagonism to us. Jonah shared the good news (finally) and knew what was going to happen. The Ninevites repented, but instead of feeling joy, he was angry. May we, who have been given the gift of forgiveness, joyfully share it!
Pentecost 7
Isaiah 66:10-14

When we look at the Christian church on earth, there is a lot that makes us sad. There is wrong teaching and false morality. More than anything else, there is sin—sin in all the members and all the called workers. Even though we mourn over these things, there is so much more in the church that brings us joy. In church we are fed and nourished with “the pure spiritual milk” (1 Peter 2:2). In church we receive the peace of sins forgiven through Word and sacrament. As Isaiah looked forward to the church in the New Testament, he looked with joy over “the wealth of the nations” coming into the church “like a flooding stream.” We are part of the wealth of the nations Isaiah saw. We are some of the Gentiles who come to Jesus and bring their time and energy, as well as their resources, with them to build up his church. The growth and giving of the New Testament church are a source of joy for Isaiah, for us, and for the Lord.

Galatians 6:1-10, 14-16

God’s stewards are uniquely singular, yet profoundly plural. Our giving is a highly personal matter. In fact, many people won’t make a giving pledge because they feel strongly that “My giving is between me and my Lord.” And it is. But the real reason why a Christian gives at all is the great love of Christ that moves us to support God’s mission through the church. We are stewards of what God gives because of our interest in seeing the gospel message proclaimed. We want others to have the blessings of salvation in Christ Jesus. That’s outreach, and that involves many people. Our giving may be very personal, but its effect is very public.

Luke 10:1-12, 16-20

The disciples went out with no funding from their mission board. They went out with no means of income. They went out with nothing more than the clothes on their backs. They went out as “lambs among wolves.” But those lambs also went out with a mission and a promise. The mission was to proclaim the good news about Jesus. The promise was that their Good Shepherd would provide for them. Ask God to send his Holy Spirit so that we might be less concerned about our purse/bag/sandals/stuff, and more trusting of his promise to care for us and more eager to make “Satan fall like lightning from heaven” as we use our time, talents, and treasures to proclaim the good news.

Psalm 66

“Come!” is the invitation which goes out to God’s people. Come and listen to what God has done for us and for our salvation. Come and praise the Lord of our salvation. Let everything we do in life—our words, our actions, our offerings, our service—praise the God who saves.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Philippians 4:10-20
Some of the most important directions from the Bible concerning our view of possessions are found in this reading. Among them: “God will meet all your needs,” “I can do everything through him who gives me strength,” “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation.” And one more: “you have been concerned” for a believer in Christ—this is a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. Each of these could provide a whole sermon on stewardship!   

Pentecost 8





Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Wouldn’t it be delightful to have a law that canceled all debts every seven years? That was the law for the people of Israel. But the parents were not practicing or passing on this law (or other laws) to their children. How well do Christian stewardship concepts and practices get passed down to the next generation today? The children at the time of this reading did not know about the law, so they gathered with their parents to hear it read. Moses commanded that they review the laws every seven years (Dt 31:10-13). What if we had a regular training program to teach young stewards? Would that help to pass on to a new generation the principles of Christian stewardship? Perhaps—if the instructors knew what those principles were. As the written law of Moses guided Israel, so God’s Word guides us in learning and practicing principles of stewardship—that is, managing all of life and its resources for God’s purposes. How are your own children learning about stewardship? How can you support teaching a new generation in your congregation?

Colossians 1:1-14 

How exciting to write a letter to a church you helped start and rejoice with them over the gospel at work among them! Paul saw the gospel at work in the hearts and lives of the Christians in Colosse. God’s good news brought people to faith in Jesus, who redeemed us with his blood and gives us the forgiveness of sins. Now Paul prays that the believers would “live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work . . . and joyfully giving thanks.” That is a life of a faithful Christian steward. Paul is also praying for you in these 
words. He wants you to know that every good work you do in Christ is a fruit of faith and everything you do to please God is a source of joy. What good you do for others and for the Lord’s church as a good steward of God’s gifts is evidence of “a life worthy of the Lord.”  

Luke 10:25-37

The Samaritan was likely headed somewhere that day and had not allowed for a sizable delay. The Samaritan was likely not a man of great wealth and had not included a medical bill and a hotel bill in his monthly budget. But the opportunity to help his neighbor was there, and he seized it. We confess the times we have not used our time and our treasures (and isn’t that really part of the problem—that we think of them as “ours”?) to help our neighbor, and we rejoice in a Savior who always took the time to help us, even being willing to give up the treasures of heaven to do so. May we, mindless of the “extra expense,” live similarly toward our neighbor.

Psalm 25

There is something we never want God to remember, namely, our sins. There is something we never want Jesus to forget, namely, his great mercy and love. It is the forgiveness that comes from God’s great mercy and love that prepares us to serve God with our lives. What a great honor God has given us that he accepts our gifts of love and our acts of service.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Deuteronomy 24:17-22 

As Christians we are asked to manage God’s gifts to his glory, including our financial resources. One of the things he expects that we do with our resources is help those in need. God reminds his people that because he takes care of us, we can be generous with those around us instead of grabbing every last sheaf or olive or grape for ourselves. What a privilege that we can turn our focus to others!
Pentecost 9







Genesis 18:1-14

Hospitality is listed in the Bible as a gift of the Spirit. When three visitors seemed to appear out of nowhere to Abraham by the trees of Mamre, he immediately asked Sarah to prepare fresh bread for them. Abraham himself chose a good and tender calf for a servant to butcher and prepare. Abraham served this bread and veal, along with some cheese, to the Lord and the two angels who came with him. The Lord had come to tell Abraham and Sarah that they would have the promised child, the ancestor of the Savior, within a year. Was the meal necessary? No! But God is good in letting us do things for him—and for each other. In using the spiritual gift of hospitality, we are not only showing our love to God and others, we may even “entertain angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2).

Colossians 1:21-29

Everyone loves a mystery. Some love to solve puzzles. Some like to figure out “who did it.” Others like to search for clues and analyze the evidence. Imagine a mystery where you had all the clues but still couldn’t figure out the answer. How frustrating! Paul speaks of the gospel as a mystery. Clues to the truth of God’s plan for mankind were revealed throughout history. People trusted in God’s promise. Then, in Paul’s time, the promise came true in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. “Hidden for ages and generations,” Paul says, “it is now disclosed to the saints”—you and me. Through God’s Word the mystery is revealed. The church, through its ministry of Word and sacrament, manages the gospel message. We might legitimately call it “stewardship of the gospel.” Together we support this stewardship of the gospel, a valuable commodity, with our gifts, our time, and our energy. Through our stewardship of the gospel, the mystery of salvation is revealed to the world.

Luke 10:38-42

We sometimes think that we are the first generation to ever have been busy—the first generation to ever have to make choices concerning the use and stewardship of our time. It’s not true, of course. What Martha wouldn’t have given for the use of a time-saving microwave! Mary surely had many things beckoning to her that day—including God-pleasing service to her Lord. But even that paled in comparison to using her time for the one thing needful—the hearing of her Savior’s Word. Yes, there is a need for council meetings and trimming the church’s hedges and balancing the congregation’s checkbook and organizing the congregation potluck, but the best stewardship of our time still comes when we sit with Mary at Jesus’ feet.

Psalm 119a

A Christian is the happiest and most blessed person of all. Our happiness is not found in the comforts of life or the abundance of our possessions. Our happiness is found in believing and following the Word of the Lord. Living with God’s Word in our hearts through faith moves us to live as children of God. It is the greatest happiness in life to know that we can live a God-pleasing life through faith.

Christian Worship: Supplement
1 Samuel 3:1-10  

There are many practical lessons we can draw from this story. At or near the top of that list is how our entire life needs to center around listening to the Lord. How I live my life, what I do with my time, where to spend my money—it all starts with saying with Samuel, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” We rejoice as New Testament believers that God has clearly spoken to us in his Word to offer direction and encouragement as we live for him!
Pentecost 10





Genesis 18:20-32

When we think of stewardship of time, we often think of getting into the car, driving to church, and doing some task that needs to be done. The use of our talents almost always necessitates the use of our time. Today Abraham reminds us that taking time to pray is an important part of our stewardship of time. After the Lord told Abraham that he was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham could have used his time to run to Sodom and tell his nephew Lot to vacate the city immediately. He could have used his time to help Lot move out. Instead he used his time to pray. Through prayer, Abraham learned God was righteous in destroying these evil cities and gracious in sending his angels to rescue Lot. Martin Luther tells us, “I still find it necessary every day to look for time during which I may pray.” In your busy world, find time to pray.

Colossians 2:6-15

What is your greatest treasure? The unbeliever might answer that question with a long list of worldly possessions. As God’s children we answer the question with one word: Jesus. Jesus leads us to give thanks for the manifold spiritual blessings he has poured into our lives. We cherish the forgiveness that is ours through Jesus. We rejoice in the gift of eternal life. We exult in the freedom we have from sin and its eternal death penalty. We celebrate the relationship we have with God through Jesus. What a precious treasure we have in Jesus!

Luke 11:1-13

Throughout Scripture there is a close connection between God’s grace and God’s gifts. It is out of grace—pure, undeserved love—that God’s gifts flow to us. The Greeks knew “grace” as “an action of the king in giving an undeserved gift to one of his subjects for the pure joy of doing it.” In such a show of kindness, the recipient received something beyond his wildest dreams: a gift from the king. Our lesson for today assures us that this is the way God operates. He knows how to give us good gifts—and often. The Lord’s Prayer is answered constantly in our lives as God’s grace abounds. Because God knows our needs and how to give us what we need, we place our trust in him. That trust translates into freedom for us as good stewards to return to God our expressions of thanks for his grace and his gifts.

Psalm 6

A Christian’s life is sometimes marked with sin and sorrow, groaning and 
weeping. Our only recourse is to come to the Lord in confession and prayer. Instead of reacting with anger and wrath, God comes with his full and free forgiveness. Such repentance equips us to renew our day to day life as children of God, offering our lives and all we have as tokens of our thanks.

Christian Worship: Supplement
James 5:13-18

In these verses variations of the word “prayer” occur frequently. God is telling us that as we look at the many minutes he gives us each day, we want to spend a portion of that time praying—especially for those who may be ill. If you currently are not in the practice of praying for others, consider taking a couple of minutes each day to say a quick prayer for someone in your church.  God promises that our prayers, offered in faith, are powerful and effective.
Pentecost 11





Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:18-26

“You can’t take it with you.” This is a universal truth. To that sentiment we might also add, “And you can’t be certain of what is going to happen to what you leave behind.” Solomon was acutely aware of these truths. From a good and gracious God he’d received “wealth, riches, and honor such as no king before or after him” (2 Chronicles 1:12). Solomon however, was brought to the understanding that there is a vast difference between life apart from Christ, which is meaningless, and life with Christ, which is full. God is the giver of all good gifts, and he forgives when we repent of our reliance on things instead of Jesus. Though we can’t take it with us, when Jesus returns, he will take us, together with all believers, to be with him forever.   

Colossians 3:1-11

Throughout Paul’s writings he contrasts the state of mankind before the Spirit of God lives in him with the state of mankind after he becomes Spirit-driven. The spiritual person Paul talks about is no longer tossed to and fro by the world but can chart a steady life course under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. That spiritual person is different. Such a person sees God at work in life every day in every way. Such a person notices the smallest blessings God gives and responds to God’s grace in love with service to the Lord and his church. It takes this kind of vision, “seeing with the heart” instead of the head, to be a willing servant in God’s household, the church. May God’s Spirit grant you “heart eyes” so that you may give generously and serve joyfully in response to his love for you.

Luke 12:13-21

You’ve heard the expression “keeping up with the Joneses”? It’s the age-old adage of outdoing your neighbor when it comes to material possessions. It is so easy to get caught up in materialism. Life on earth is often measured by the abundance of one’s possessions. The Lord Jesus does not condemn riches. Instead he condemns the wrong attitude toward riches, the attitude of greed. When it comes to possessions, remember that all you have comes from God.  All you have belongs to him. Give God the proper thanks.

Psalm 34 

The sacrifices of God are indeed a broken heart and a crushed spirit. When we present these to God in confession and faith, he gives in return redemption and salvation. The great comfort for believers is that we will not be condemned. In response, we can do no better than sing, “Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.”

Christian Worship: Supplement
James 5:1-11  

The Holy Spirit “hits us right between the eyes” with these words of James. He vividly pictures for us what occurs for those who misuse God’s gift of wealth—hoarding it exclusively for themselves with no thought of being generous. People living in this way are a sign that Judgment Day is quickly approaching. Rather than trying to make our lives comfortable on this earth, we pray that the Lord would grant us patience and perseverance in suffering—and we know God will grant it because he is full of mercy and compassion.  
