Mission Prayers 

Mission prayers are provided to our WELS churches for use in weekly worship, bulletins, newsletters, or prayer lists. Each week’s request asks God’s blessings on a different area of WELS ministry. The first prayer each month is written to coincide with the showing of WELS Connection.

July 3
Christian Aid and Relief – Lord God, our Creator and Provider, thank you for the opportunities you give to our church body to assist people who have come to the United States for refuge. Fill us with Jesus’ love for others so that we respond to their needs. Please allow these acts of service to guide others to hear the love-centered gospel message. Thank you also for our synod, including WELS Christian Aid and Relief, which provides support to our churches as we go about this ministry. Amen.

July 10
One in Christ – Almighty God, we thank you for moving the hearts of your people to respond to the “One in Christ” debt elimination campaign with gifts and payments of $3.9 million. With more money available for missions and ministry, we ask you to continue to bless the work of our synod as we reach out around the world with the message of Jesus. Help us to seize every opportunity that you place before us and make the most of every dollar so generously given. In Jesus’ name we ask this. Amen.

July 17
Women’s Ministry – Dear Lord Jesus, we pray today that you would bless the WELS Women’s Ministry Conference later this week as women from around the country gather to learn more about Christian mentoring. Bless their fellowship and their time together listening to your Word. Give everyone safe travels so they may return home rejuvenated to honor your name in their daily lives. Amen.

July 24
Home Missions – Heavenly Father, we thank you for the generosity of your people and the leadership of our Home Missions Board that is allowing us to open eight new missions around the country. We ask you to bless these efforts to reach people with the gospel. Grant all our home missionaries patience and persistence, love of souls, and love for your Word as they work to build Christ’s Kingdom. Continue to bless all of our synod members with your love so that they will continue to support gospel outreach. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

July 31
WELS archives – Holy Lord, we live in a culture that only cares about the here and now. We are tempted to get caught up in the present. We lose sight of the future that awaits us in Christ, and we forget the blessings that have come to us through your Church. We ask you today to bless the new synod archivist, Susan Willems, as she begins the work of moving the synod’s archives from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to the Center for Mission and Ministry. Bless this effort to preserve our synod’s history so that future generations can marvel at the blessings you have poured out on our synod over the years. We humbly and gratefully ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

August 7
WELS Church Extension Fund – Lord, thank you for giving all of us the privilege of helping to build your Church, including through WELS Church Extension Fund. Bless them as they help home mission congregations obtain land and construct church buildings. Move us through your Spirit to help as we can so that more people throughout our country have the chance to hear the good news about Jesus. Amen.

August 14
WELS Investment Funds – Lord God, thank you for WELS Investment Funds. Bless their work with a new investment advisor so that their service to you and our ministries flourishes. May they be a blessing to congregations and other organizations as they pool and invest funds for endowments, scholarships, and trusts that benefit gospel ministry. Amen.

August 21
Lutheran Schools – Father, Son, and Spirit, as classes resume in schools across our synod, we ask your special blessing on this new school year. Accompany the students as they begin the task of learning and growing. Feed their faiths as well as their intellect and make their work a joyful gift of thanks to you. Grant our teachers a rich measure of patience, diligence, and wisdom, as they instruct and lead our future leaders. Bless the staff at each school with the desire to work at their tasks with all their hearts as working for you. Let this whole year be a year lived to the glory of your name. Amen.

August 28
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prison Ministry – Jesus, our Savior who proclaims freedom for the prisoners, bless our WELS Prison Ministry. Give wisdom to Mr. Brad Price as he directs this ministry. Thank you for the hundreds of donors and volunteers who reach inmates with your saving message. Continue to move the body of Christ to have compassion on lost souls and to bring them the gospel of full and free forgiveness through your sacrifice so that they may find hope in you. Amen.
