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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year A of the three-year series in Christian Worship 2021 can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week. (You can also access Stewardship by the Lectionary for Christian Worship 1993 by going to mcg.welsrc.net, clicking on Stewardship Toolbox, and then clicking on the link to the archive – a WELS Cloud login is required.)
Christmas 2
Ephesians 1:3-18

In Christ, we have every spiritual blessing. In him we are chosen to be holy and blameless; he predestined us for adoption; and we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. In addition, according to his eternal plan in Christ, he chose us to be sealed with the Spirit at our baptism so that we would believe the good news of our salvation. As a result of all these blessings, we want to grow in our knowledge of the glorious inheritance that is ours in Christ and to use our earthly riches to help others know and grow in this glorious hope.

John 1:14-18

These first words of John’s gospel reveal to us that we are celebrating more than the birthday of a little baby who was born in Bethlehem. We are celebrating the visible entrance of God’s Son into our sinful world and personal lives. We are celebrating the entrance of the one who also gets the credit for the creation of the world, for the light of salvation that has been turned on in our lives, and for our adoption as children of God. This morning’s message gives us all the motivation we will ever need to join the wise men in bringing gifts to our Savior’s church. Our gifts are turned into gospel action in our local congregation and through our worldwide church body, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6

Isaiah paints a picture of caravans of people coming to Zion with their wealth and riches to praise God, our Savior. But that doesn’t just happen. The people of this world are in darkness. They are blind to the blessings of God’s kingdom. Only the gospel of Christ has the power to make them wise for salvation. So, for this prophecy to reach its ultimate fulfillment, let us use our blessings to help bring the light of the gospel to more and more people, to the praise of Jesus our Savior.  
Matthew 2:1-12

Guided by God’s Word and led by a star, Magi came to worship the child Jesus, the King of the Jews. What a contrast we see: Jerusalem in great fear, the Magi returning home with great joy.  The difference is grace. By grace the Magi believed God’s Word and that faith moved them to seek out the child and worship him with gifts. Grace makes the difference in our lives, too.  Without God’s grace, we live in fear of the future. With God’s grace, we have the joy of salvation. May that faith move us to seek Christ in the Word and to worship him with our gifts of love.

Baptism of Our Lord
Acts 10:34-38

In a vision, Jesus sent Simon Peter to Caesarea, to the home of Cornelius, a Roman soldier. Peter proclaimed the good news that Jesus is the Messiah, anointed by the Holy Spirit at his baptism to be the Savior of the world. As Peter said, God does not show favoritism but wants people everywhere to hear the good news of salvation in Jesus. May we continue to support gospel ministry in our own community and in the world so that more people may hear that good news.
Epiphany 2
Colossians 2:6-15

Through baptism we have been buried and raised with Christ. That has meaning for our future eternity and our present lives. At present, it means putting off the old Adam and living a new life of faith. One of the first things we do in this new life is build up and strengthen our faith through the message of Jesus in Word and sacraments. God has provided the public ministry to help us grow and become strong in this new life, and we support this ministry with our time, talents, and treasures.
Epiphany 3

1 John 2:3-11

John reminds us of an old command, taught in the Old Testament: Love your neighbor as yourself.  However, in Jesus this old command becomes new. We don’t follow this command in the old way, as one of the hundreds of things we do to show we deserve God’s kingdom. This command is made new in the love of Jesus for us who gave himself for us. Motivated and empowered by Christ’s love, we want to love and serve others. We can do that personally as we take time to help others in need. We can do that on a broader scale by supporting WELS Christian Aid and Relief and the mission of our synod.
Epiphany 4
Matthew 5:1-12

In the beginning of his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is speaking to his disciples about true discipleship. Disciples seek righteousness, mercy, peace, and purity of heart. They don’t live for the things of this world but for the kingdom of heaven. With our eyes focused on the kingdom of heaven through faith in Jesus Christ, we will gladly share our wealth for the kingdom of heaven. True discipleship includes gospel-motivated stewardship of our resources for the building of God’s kingdom.
Epiphany 5

Exodus 19:1-8a

A golden watch. Wedding rings. The family Bible. All of these can become treasured possessions that people pass down from generation to generation because of their intrinsic or sentimental value. What a wonder it is to know the truth that God relates to us in Exodus: “You will be my treasured possession.” We’re more than a nifty knickknack or a sentimental keepsake to the Lord; he loves us as his very own, his true treasure, his prized possession. The Lord has assigned intrinsic value to each one of us, yet we’re different from lifeless objects like a watch or a ring. He’s created us to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Since the Lord has given us such a lofty purpose and high position, let’s live up to the value he has assigned us and the name he has given us as we serve him as his treasured possessions. 

Matthew 5:13-20

Salt and light seem to have little value. When you think about it, how much does a grain of salt cost? What is a ray of light worth? We take them for granted every day as we ingest countless spoonfuls of that saline substance and are bathed in beams of radiant light. But what would the world be like without them? What flavorless, dark lives we would live! Jesus calls us to be salt and light in our world today. He encourages us to keep his commands in such a way that the outside world cannot help but give glory to God by our salty, shining example. One way we can do that is with our money. To the outsider, it doesn’t make sense that we would give our best gifts to a God we cannot even see. Our Christian generosity can serve as salt as we use our funds to preserve the pure Word of God and as light as we illuminate the glorious gospel to those who are living in darkness.
Epiphany 6

2 Samuel 11:1-17,26,27 

This is the giant slayer. This is the bear exterminator and the lion executioner. This is the man who refused to kill the king when he had the chance because his God-fearing heart couldn’t bear the thought of lifting a finger against the Lord’s anointed. That was David at his best. Here we find him at his worst. This is the soldier slayer, the husband exterminator, the saint executioner. This is the man who was so cold, callous, and conniving that he entrusted an innocent man with delivering the orders for his own death sentence. What lesson are we to learn from David? Although we may not have notched the crime of murder in the registry of our sins, there are times when we act just as piously and others when we have been just as wicked. We are both saints of God and sinners in desperate need of a Savior. Just as David battled against his sinful flesh, winning some rounds and losing others, so we, too, have a constant struggle against our self-centered hearts. We do well when we learn from young David’s sage advice, “The battle belongs to the LORD.” 

Matthew 5:21-37

How much do you think about your offerings when you bring them before the Lord? In the gospel, Jesus invites us to think through our giving. More important than what we put in the plate or transfer from our bank account is the attitude in our hearts. One important offering that God wants us give to one another is the gift of full forgiveness, genuine grace, and perfect peace. The Lord of heaven and earth doesn’t need your money, but he wants your soul so that you may lavish others with his love!
Transfiguration




Exodus 24:9-18

Is this as close to heaven as humans have come on earth? The scene here is surreal. It seems like the words of mortal men fail to describe the events that take place in this short account. People can see the glory of God and they eat and drink with him! What a beautiful foretaste of the banquet feast of heaven! A scene like this from Old Testament times helps us put things into perspective today. What is the culmination of our ministry? What is the purpose of our stewardship? What is the end game of our offerings? We use our resources now so that more than just Moses and Aaron and the 70 elders of Israel will be at God’s banquet, but so that all the Lord’s saints of all times will be with him for eternity. 

Matthew 17:1-9

You can sympathize with Peter and the gift that he wanted to give, can’t you? Clearly, he was awe-struck by the awesome nature of the event and maybe even blinded by the brilliant light of his radiant Lord. Jesus was changed in front of his eyes and Peter’s mind was dumbfounded; it seems that his senses clouded over. He asked Jesus if he could make him a tent. His request kind of makes sense, doesn’t it? Peter wanted to bottle up this moment and keep things just the way they were. Jesus had greater plans than a tent, though. He needed to lift Peter’s eyes to his true purpose and show him a better kind of offering. Greater glory would come on the mountain of Golgotha where the Lord would offer up his life to give the gift of heaven to all. Let’s lift our eyes to see the purpose of our gifts to the Lord as well. Jesus teaches us to value the eternal over what’s temporary.
Ash Wednesday

Isaiah 59:12-20

Sometimes it seems that the only things we have to bring before our God are our sins and our offenses. If there’s anything that we have in abundance, wouldn’t it be our iniquities? The Lord describes himself as a mighty warrior, equipped with the sturdiest of armors, and zealously seeking vengeance. But instead of exacting revenge upon us for our failures, our Redeemer seeks to slay our sin. Although we deserved certain death, Jesus gives us eternal life! Now we have something to bring before our God that is greater than our sin—our thanks and our praise and our gifts of gratitude for all that he has done for us.

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

“Where is your heart?” the loving Lord inquires. With the penetrating probe of the Great Physician’s pointed words, Jesus gets right to the heart of the matter. At times, our pulses race when we lay our eyes on the new and shiny things this world wants us to have instead of heartily treasuring the eternal blessings that our God so graciously gives. Sometimes, we trade the glories of eternity for earthly things that are nothing more than dust and ashes. How wonderful it is for us to know the love of Savior who came to rescue us from our sinfulness! As we begin our Lenten journey with Jesus on Ash Wednesday, let’s ask him to teach us to seek out the eternal treasures of the Lord’s mercy and grace and to transform our hearts to be just like his.
Lent 1

Genesis 3:1-15

At the time of our lesson, there were only two human beings on earth. At that time, one hundred percent of all people obeyed the Lord perfectly. Today, more than eight billion people live on our planet and one hundred percent of all people do not obey the Lord perfectly. What changed? One little word entered our world: sin! One thing hasn’t changed over all these years: the promise of our gracious God still stands firm. Just as the Lord himself heralded the first gospel news to those two people, Adam and Eve, announcing the devil’s defeat by the death of his Son, we have the joy and responsibility of making that message known to as many of the eight billion people on earth as possible. 

Matthew 4:1-11

Like an expert archer, the devil launches lethal temptations at our souls. In this text, he had his eyes trained on one target: the sinless Son of God. He unleashed his deadly lies, parading fame and fortune before Jesus’ eyes, hoping to capture the Christ as his prize. If he didn’t spare Jesus from his crosshairs, don’t think that you’re somehow off limits. The flaming darts of the devil are aimed right at you! Satan tips his arrows with sparkling splendor of the kingdoms of this world, hoping to land a fatal blow as he entices you to bow before him instead of living in service to the Savior. Thank God that Jesus crushed this serpent’s head, proclaiming himself champion over the devil. Thank Jesus that he has passed his mighty armor onto us so that we can resist Satan when he’s on the hunt for our souls.
