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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year C of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Christmas 2
Genesis 17:1-7 

Thanks to the working of the Holy Spirit, we are among the nations of believers of which Abraham is the father. We are keepers of the covenant the Lord established between Abraham and his descendants. As we experience the afterglow of Christmas, we continue to rejoice that the Lord kept his promise to Abraham and Abraham’s spiritual descendants, which include us. Thanks to offerings motivated by the love of Christ and faith in this promise, the Christian church continues to proclaim to many nations the good news that the promise of a Savior has been fulfilled. May our offerings reveal our thankfulness to God for keeping his word.

Galatians 4:4-7
What a Christmas gift this is! God sent his own Son to be born into this world to redeem us from sin and death. The infinite took on the finite. The one through whom all things were created was born of a woman. He comes into our hearts and creates the faith that enables us to call God “Our Father.” We are sons—legal heirs—of God, who owns everything. How do we say thank you for such great gifts? By using the family fortune shared with us to help bring more and more people into the family of faith.
Epiphany
1 Kings 10:1-9

The Queen of Sheba was moved by the words and works of King Solomon and responded in faith with gifts of gold, spices, and gems. We have had the privilege of hearing the wisdom of one greater than Solomon, our Lord Jesus Christ. In his Word we are made wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. It is fitting that we respond in faith with gifts of our own that show our appreciation for the wisdom of faith.

Acts 13:46-49
Paul and Barnabas brought the good news of Jesus to the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch. There Paul told the gathered Jews that God commanded them to be a light for the Gentiles and to bring Christ’s salvation to the ends of the earth. That command still applies to every Christian. Through our support of Home and World missions we are a light to the Gentiles from Arizona to Vietnam. Our gifts are bringing salvation to the ends of the earth. Just as the Gentiles in Pisidian Antioch rejoiced at the Lord’s good news, think of how many hearts around the world are being touched by the gospel message.  

Matthew 2:1-12

Guided by God’s Word and led by a star, Magi came to worship the child Jesus, the King of the Jews. What a contrast we see: Jerusalem in great fear, the Magi returning home with great joy.  The difference is grace. By grace the Magi believed God’s Word and that faith moved them to seek out the child and worship him with gifts. Grace makes the difference in our lives, too.  Without God’s grace, we live in fear of the future. With God’s grace, we have the joy of salvation. May that faith move us to seek Christ in the Word and to worship him with our gifts of love.

Baptism of Our Lord
1 Samuel 16:1-13

When Samuel anointed David to be the future king of Israel, the Holy Spirit came on him in power. We know what David was able to accomplish as the Lord’s anointed. Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit at his baptism to carry out the plan of our salvation. He is both King and Priest who offered himself as the sacrifice for sin and now rules all things for his church. We have been anointed in our baptism, too, to be royal priests (1 Peter 2:9) whose purpose is to declare the praises of him who called us into his wonderful light. Let us use our resources of time and treasure to be the royal priests God has called us to be. 

Titus 3:4-7

Strictly speaking, our Savior did not need to be baptized. He had no sins that needed to be forgiven. We, on the other hand, desperately need baptism. Paul’s words crush our sinful pride that tries to take at least partial credit for our salvation. At the same time his words comfort us that God, in mercy, gave us what we could never earn or deserve. Through something seemingly so simple as water applied in the name of the Triune God, God’s “not guilty” verdict becomes our own. Now we have a wonderful inheritance: heaven!

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The people of Jesus’ day were anxiously waiting for the Messiah to come. John the Baptist’s mission in life was to be Jesus’ advance man. John made it very clear that the time for the Messiah to arrive was at hand. It soon would become clear who were among the wheat and chaff. Praise the Lord, that through faith in Jesus, we live with the confidence that we are among the wheat. May our everyday lives reveal to all those we touch that Christ’s love is our calling.
Epiphany 2
Isaiah 62:1-5

What greater glory could there be than to be the bride of Christ? Isaiah foresees the time when Christ’s bride, the church, will shine like the dawn. Through faith, we are that glorious bride of Christ, though that glory is now hidden under a cross. Nevertheless, by the grace and sacrifice of our Savior God, Jesus Christ, we are still a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand and his royal diadem. May our status as Christ’s bride lead us to show forth his glory with our gifts of time and treasure.
Ephesians 3:14-21

May Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians be our prayer for ourselves and for one another. As we contemplate God’s Word, may we continue to marvel at the height, depth, and lengths of God’s love for us in Christ. We see Jesus’ love even in little things, like changing water into wine. May we see his love at work in our lives, forgiving our sins and opening heaven to us. Surrounded by God’s love in Christ, let us trust that he can do more than we ask or imagine. With that faith, our gifts to his work will flow naturally.

John 2:1-11

Logic might indicate that Jesus’ first miracle should be something more amazing, more noble than this. It shows how concerned God is about every aspect of our lives. Also notice the generosity of our Lord: 120 to 180 gallons—and not the cheap stuff either. It was the best! Don’t overlook the last verse. It shows the purpose of all of Jesus’ miracles. They revealed his glory as true God. He is exactly who he says he is! The miracles did not create faith in the disciples’ hearts. The Holy Spirit did that through the Word. The miracle reinforced what they already had been led to know and believe.

Epiphany 3
Isaiah 61:1-6

Jesus used this as his text for his sermon in Nazareth, recorded in Luke 4. After so many centuries the prophet’s words were finally being fulfilled! He is the Servant of the LORD that Isaiah foretold. He had come to free us from our sin. Instead of cowering prisoners, we are now towering oaks! Isn’t it sad that the people of Nazareth rejected him and even tried to kill him? How many countless millions have done the exact same thing? May we always take the prophet’s words seriously, so that we hold Jesus in our hearts as our one and only Savior.

Luke 4:16-30
In Nazareth, Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah the prophet. The prophecy he was reading was being fulfilled by him as he read. Jesus was anointed to preach good news, to bring sight to the blind and release for the oppressed. Jesus did all this and more, but the people of his hometown rejected him for proclaiming the truth. Did Jesus conclude that it’s pointless to share the truth with his people? No, he kept at his mission despite opposition. Sometimes we may wonder if our preaching and teaching about Jesus does any good. Sometimes we may wonder if our support of Christ’s gospel ministry is worth it. Despite opposition, we can be confident that God’s Word will bring faith, so we keep on supporting the ministry with our time, talents, and treasures.

Acts 4:23-31

Peter and John had miraculously healed a lame beggar. Their reward for this act of kindness and sharing the good news about Jesus was to be thrown in prison. Upon their release, they prayed. They didn’t pray that the Lord would protect them from the authorities, but they prayed for the boldness to proclaim the gospel in the face of persecution. May we also pray for the boldness of faith to witness Jesus and support the gospel ministry with our time and treasures.

Epiphany 4
Jeremiah 1:4 10

We sometimes name Jeremiah “the reluctant prophet.” When called, he felt inadequate for the task, just like we sometimes don’t think we have the resources to accomplish great things for God. Does your mouth feel reluctant? Your finances? Your clock or your energy? Whatever threatens to squeeze the willing spirit out of us, our Lord answers with some inspiration: First is the fact he’s been planning on our partnership for a long time. Second comes the command to just do it anyway, infused with the promise to accompany us no matter what. Then he breathes his power and purpose through us, opening our eyes to see that, somehow, he will do awesome things through us. Saying “yes” to God opens interesting, meaningful, and positive stewardship!

Luke 4:38-44

Two responses are noteworthy in this lesson. When Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, what did she do? She immediately began to serve. When people came to Jesus with their needs, what did Jesus do? He served them, probably well into the night. Jesus has brought us the spiritual healing of the forgiveness of sins. What do we do? Like Peter’s mother-in-law and Jesus, we respond with service. We serve the needs of others in whatever way we can, using the material gifts and spiritual talents he has giving us.

Epiphany 5
Isaiah 6:1-8

Isaiah’s call into the ministry illustrates two beautiful principles in our relationship with God: 1) God took the first, most important step in this relationship. In love he has stretched across the divide caused by our sin to touch us with purification through the sacrifice of his Son. Once God has resolved this conflict, 2) forgiven people move from the terror of God’s holiness to an eager desire to thank and serve him. “Use me!” is the natural attitude bursting from the heart of God’s saved people.

Romans 10:12-17

Did you know that there are supposedly six socioeconomic classes in the United States? The upper class, new money, middle class, working class, working poor, and poverty level are the names of each tier that make up that stratification. In God’s eyes, there is no difference; the Lord “richly blesses all who call on him.” We don’t need to concern ourselves about whether we’re in the highest tax bracket or below poverty level. As Christians, God has blessed us with his good news of forgiveness for all. The gospel compels every one of us in every station of life to share the word about Christ for the salvation of the world.

Luke 5:1-11

Maybe you love to fish. You might not bring home many fish but catching seems to be beside the point. It is the fishing that counts. When we are “fishers of men,” we perform an act of stewardship. We use all the gifts God has freely given to us: time, talent, money, and possessions to demonstrate to others God’s great love and forgiveness of sins through the precious blood of Jesus. We may not always see the results of our fishing. Sometimes we will feel like Simon, that we work hard and catch nothing, but if we follow Jesus and continue to fish as he directs us, the nets will be filled with souls for him in eternity.
Epiphany 6
Jeremiah 17:5-8

If we can’t trust ourselves, who can we trust? Who can we depend on when our health and strength fail, when our companies are downsized, and our jobs are outsourced? Where can we turn when the benefits we earned are cut back? We definitely can’t depend on ourselves! God invites us to trust him, depend on him, and turn to him when our earthly resources fail. He will give us strength, health, and security for our souls. He sent his Son, who was sinless, to die on the cross for our sins and rise in Easter victory, and he will give us all we need to sustain our lives in this world. Our response should be to serve him in all we do, to use all our strength, abilities, and resources to glorify his holy name and proclaim the gospel of Christ.
2 Corinthians 12:7b-10

Sometimes God adds by taking things away. Although God’s equation might seem painful for us, he always has a purpose. He increased Paul’s reliance on the Lord by taking away physical comfort. While we can’t always understand why God allows us to experience losses in our lives—the loss of money, possessions, health, loved ones, and even our lives—we know that the Lord is constantly calling us to rely on him more fully and to trust in him more deeply. Faith in Jesus is leaning solely on his love and depending on his power alone.

Epiphany 7
Genesis 45:3-15

Financial experts preach the virtues of a debt-free life. As Christians, however, we’re never debt-free. We always owe our God a debt of gratitude for his generous grace and have a debt of love to one another. Note in this lesson the load of guilt that Joseph’s brothers must have borne. Although they had left him for dead, the Lord had other plans for his life. Then, see the lavish love that Joseph displayed to his brothers, forgiving their wrongdoing and proclaiming peace. God has saved us from eternal death and has forgiven all our guilt. He did this all by grace; we could never earn or deserve this gift! Let’s pay back our debt of love to God and those around us out of thanksgiving for all our God has done for us.

Luke 6:27-38

Jesus had to be kidding, right? He didn’t seriously expect us to let people walk all over us, did he? Why should we let people just take our possessions and damage our property? Why should we love and forgive people who don’t deserve it? But Jesus was very clear: We should love, serve, and forgive others, and our reward will be great. He loved us enough to die for us when we have done nothing to deserve that love. Even though he had no sin, he went to the cross, so we could have forgiveness of sins, something we could never earn. God created us and gave us everything we are and have to be used to glorify him and serve others. He wants us to share all we receive from him, particularly love and forgiveness of sins, so that others can see his love in our lives.
Transfiguration
Exodus 34:29-35

Miracles played a regular role in the life and times of some of those we meet in Scripture. Moses’ glowing face is a classic example of God using a miracle to remind the people of Israel of just who they were dealing with. The miracle of Jesus’ transfiguration is another example of God reminding people who ultimately is in charge. Every time we confess ours sins and are assured they are forgiven we have experienced the miracle of God’s forgiveness even though we are sinful, covetous, self-focused people. What is even more miraculous is the same God who forgives our sins compels us to live for him every day. We come to God’s house to be forgiven and to share a portion of our worldly wealth, so that the message of forgiveness can continue to be proclaimed.

2 Corinthians 3:7-18

Diamonds dazzle, gems gleam, and gold almost seems to glow in the light. We put things that shine and sparkle on display because we want the world to see their radiant beauty. The Lord has revealed a treasure to us that makes diamonds drab and dull, precious gems pale and pallid, and gold seem more like garbage in comparison. God has given us his glorious grace that glimmers with the light of eternal life in Jesus. Let’s put this light on display in our lives in all that we are and all that we have through him.

Luke 9:28 36

Build a shelter for the God of the universe and for two men who already live in eternal paradise?  Peter’s idea came from a sleepy head. We know what that’s like, don’t we? Sometimes we get harebrained ideas about how our church could do ministry. Now, it’s great to have ideas! But as we think them through, something important should emerge: What does this idea do for helping people listen to God’s Son? That, after all, is the Father’s main purpose for our ministry!
