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Stewardship by the Lectionary

The Bible has plenty to say on stewardship. Enough, in fact, for stewardship-themed lessons every week based on readings from the lectionary. The following lessons tied to Year A of the three-year series can be incorporated into sermons, bulletin inserts, newsletters, prayers, or devotions. Each year a lesson is written for a different reading. All lessons available so far are included for each week.

Christmas 2
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Isaiah praised God for the beauty of salvation and righteousness in terms of clothing, jewels, and gardens. These earthly gifts from God are only a hint of the glory that awaits us in heaven, only a sample of his goodness to us. He provided the garment of salvation through the perfect life and sacrificial death of his only Son, Jesus, who died for our sins and rose again so that we can have eternal life. Like Isaiah, we should not be silent, but should praise him before all nations. Our praise should not be limited to speaking and singing. It should include stewardship of all our earthly gifts, giving a regular portion of our income to build up the church, using our time both working in our congregations and helping others, and generously sharing all our abilities, talents, and material blessings with others to bring glory to God’s name.

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18

Purely by grace, God elected his chosen before the creation of the world. In love he predestined us, sent his Son to earn our salvation, called us by the gospel, and made us his children by faith. Our salvation is certain because it doesn’t depend on anything we do but is wholly the work of God for us. More than that, we are heirs with hope. We possess right now the glorious inheritance of the saints. Since we are so rich, may we use our earthly wealth to the praise of his glorious grace.

John 1:14-18

In these few short verses, the Apostle John summarizes all the blessings we have through our newborn Savior, the Word made flesh. He became a human being to serve us and to reveal the love of our God to us. Through him alone we have forgiveness, eternal life, and all the other blessings we enjoy. Talk about a gift that keeps on giving! It is easy to devote our lives in faithful service to the Savior-God who has done so much for us.  
Psalm 148

The very fact that, though a sinner, God maintains you are close to his heart, is an unfathomable reality. What other possible response can you and I have than to join with all creation in hurling our praises to him. In formal worship? Certainly. In our jobs and schooling too. In our relationships and personal time too. In our recreation and our finances too. What aspect of our lives has not been graciously blessed by him and so deserves to be joyfully harnessed for him? The simple answer? There is none. Let our grateful hearts pour forth our praise every day in every way.

Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6

In the Eastern church the festival of the Epiphany of our Lord is the big celebration, not Christmas. Sadly, it tends to be the forgotten festival among us. It only gets celebrated if January 6 happens to fall on a Sunday. Isaiah uses beautiful picture language to show us why this festival is so important. He foretold that the Savior would not just be for the people of Israel, but for the whole world. That includes you and me. That good news of a Savior guides and directs everything that we do.

Ephesians 3:2-12

Most of us are among the Gentiles to whom Paul is speaking in Ephesians. We too are “sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” We too believe in this mystery of God’s Son becoming a man. We know that, thanks to Jesus, we can approach our God with freedom and confidence. We praise the Lord for bringing us into his church. Our offerings are just one way in which we thank the Lord for compelling us to believe in the Epiphany of our Lord.

Matthew 2:1-12

The Magi from the East are a classic example of what happens once the Lord has a grip on peoples’ hearts. These men and their entourage traveled for miles, over some pretty rough terrain, to worship their king. One of the ways they worshiped their king was by giving him gifts fit for a king. The same Savior with whom they shared their gifts, is the one with whom we share our gifts of time, talents, and money.

Psalm 72

On the last day all rulers and all nations will bow before the King of kings and Lord of lords. We realize quickly that this King is not some tyrant but rather the one who gives righteousness—his righteousness. He defends the afflicted and needy including you and me. He alone has done the marvelous thing of rescuing us from an eternity of misery. All the more reason to praise him by bringing our very best gifts—fit for King Jesus.
Baptism of Our Lord





Isaiah 42:1-7

Isaiah describes some very awesome things about the coming Messiah. He is God’s servant come to fulfill God’s will that he be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. He is a loving Savior who will not “snuff out” people when they are weak or hurting. He is the one sent by the Creator and Preserver of this earth. He is the one who has taken hold of our hand and led us through life. He is the one who motivates us to put our Christianity into practice with our everyday lives. The offerings we bring to worship each week are an example of something that we do that is compelled by faith in our Savior.

Acts 10:34-38

Years later, Peter looks back on Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River. That event revealed Jesus as the Christ, the Anointed One who would be our perfect substitute. This Savior is not just for the people of Israel or for a select few. He is the Savior of the whole world. So when we reach out with the gospel we never have to ask, “Does God want this person to know the Savior?” The answer is a resounding, “Yes!”

Matthew 3:13-17

Strictly speaking, our Savior did not need to be baptized. He had no sin that needed to be forgiven. Nevertheless, in a way, our Savior did need to be baptized. He came here to be just like one of us. He came to be our substitute. God the Holy Spirit descends like a dove and God the Father thunders his approval from heaven. All three persons of the Trinity are working together with a common goal—the salvation of our souls. Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One, the one set apart from eternity to be our Savior. Without knowing and believing this, no one can practice true stewardship.

Psalm 45

Psalm 45 describes the Messiah King who will free his people from the oppression of sin. This king shares his victories and his treasures with his bride and with his people. It concludes with the vow to perpetuate his memory through all generations. Since the Messiah King shares his victory and treasures with us, it is fitting for us to use those treasures in ways that will perpetuate his memory through all generations.
Epiphany 2
Isaiah 49:1-6

The gospel lesson for today shows how John the Baptist points to Jesus as the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world. At that time, the words that the prophet Isaiah had spoken some seven centuries earlier began to be fulfilled. Jesus is the Servant of the LORD. His work would be winning forgiveness for all people—both Jews and Gentiles alike. That promise is just as good as it was 2,700 years ago. Jesus is our Savior, too. That message is the only thing that can equip us to be faithful Christian stewards.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Like the people of Corinth whom Paul addresses in the Epistle reading, we as Christians are to continuously watch and “eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.” The part of this message that we do not always emphasize in this verse is “you do not lack any spiritual gift.” Our spiritual connection with God will keep us “strong to the end.” Our privilege as Christians is to cherish that connection, to remain faithful to him just as he remains endlessly devoted and eternally faithful to us. How simple that sounds. Remain faithful; remain connected every day, in every way until our last breath. Through the gifts of the Spirit, and only with the power available to us through Jesus Christ and his unconditional love for every sinner, we can maintain this connection. There are many worldly distractions, choices, and barriers to our remaining faithful. During the Christmas season we probably experienced innumerable examples of attempted distractions. As we move away from the commercialism and into this Epiphany season, we can focus in retrospect on how we are to manage our lives for spiritual maintenance.

John 1:29-41

The word “Epiphany” means “revealed.” John the Baptist reveals Jesus as the Lamb of God—the one that the Passover sacrifice was foreshadowing. Just like the blood of that lamb saved the Israelites from the angel of death at the first Passover, so also the blood of the perfect Lamb of God saves us from eternal death. Both John the Baptist and the apostle Andrew were eager to lead other people to their Savior. We live in a world where precious few know Jesus. Many who do know his name don’t know who he really is. Look for opportunities to continue the Epiphany today and point people to Jesus as their Savior.

Psalm 89

In this psalm we sing of the Lord’s great love forever. In this life we have the privilege of praising our God not only with our voices, but also with our time, talents, and treasures. By the grace of giving, God gives us a foretaste of the joy of heaven.

Christian Worship: Supplement
Isaiah 49:1-7

The servant, Israel, of verse 3 is sent to bring back Jacob and Israel (verse 5). Therefore, this servant is the holy representative of Israel, Jesus Christ. Through him God is the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel. Because of the redemption he will accomplish, kings and princes will bring their praise and their wealth to honor him. May we, too, honor him with our praise and our wealth so that his salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.  

Epiphany 3




Isaiah 9:1-4

If nations attacked Israel from the north, the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali would be the first to feel the sting. They were also the furthest from Jerusalem. Consequently, they were often the furthest from God. But Jesus would spend most of his earthly life in “Galilee of the Gentiles.” Through the Word and sacraments, God brought us from the darkness of unbelief into the light of faith, just like he did with them. Now that we can see the light, we are lights reflecting the love of the Savior to a sin-darkened world.

1 Corinthians 1:10-17

The congregation in Corinth was a congregation with a lot of problems. Paul addresses one of those problems here. They were dividing up into cliques based on which pastor they liked best. This bickering threatened to destroy the peace and unity that God wanted them to have. How many times haven’t very similar things happened in our voters’ meetings? We waste time quibbling about things that have no real lasting value. The gospel ministry almost becomes an afterthought. It’s not all about us! It’s not all about what we want! It’s all about Christ and his sacrifice for us. If Christ is our focus, we will be faithful managers of our time, talents, and treasures.

Matthew 4:12-23

Whatever we do, if we do it for God, he will help us to do it better. When Peter and Andrew went fishing that day, they never could have imagined anything better than the economic benefit in filling their nets with fish. Then Jesus came along and showed them a better way to keep on fishing: “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Whatever job you may have, whether menial or important, it is God’s gift to provide for the needs of yourself, your family, and to serve others. Jesus came to live and work among us, to know us and understand us, to die for our sins and rise again for our salvation. We cannot possibly thank him for all he has done for us, but we can start by doing everything, using everything, to bring glory to his name. 

Psalm 27

How great is our God? He is our Light—we can see exactly where we need to go. He is our Salvation—he has rescued us from every sin. He is our Stronghold—when life is tough and we don’t know where to turn, we have a safe place to go. What is the one thing we want, most of all, as we think about all the things God has done for us? Lord, I want to spend some time in your house. I want to look at the incredible things you’ve done for me and contemplate them. I want to see and hear the ways you reveal yourself in your Word. Is there any better way to use our time and energy?

Christian Worship: Supplement

Isaiah 8:19-9:2

The people of this world are trapped in the darkness of unbelief. They look to celebrities, technology, and entertainment to give them purpose and direction in life. In times of trouble, they can only get angry with God as they feel their guilt and instinctively sense that only gloom is ahead for them. God has shined the light of the gospel of Jesus into this world of darkness. May we support those missionaries who bring the light of the gospel to those trapped in darkness.

1 John 2:3-11

Our claim that we are believers is shown in lives that emulate Jesus. The primary virtue of Jesus is love. He loved us and gave himself for us. He loved others and gave himself in service to others. May we learn to love like Jesus by giving ourselves and what we have in service to others and the salvation of souls.

Epiphany 4







Micah 6:1-8

Just as God redeemed Israel from slavery in Egypt, he has redeemed us from slavery to sin by sending Christ to suffer and die for our sins and rise again from the tomb. Just as he brought the Israelites to a land of plenty, he has blessed us with material wealth. Like the Israelites, we tend to grumble and complain, even in the face of plenty. Then we try to make up for our ingratitude by giving a larger offering or by volunteering for another committee. Yet the largest offerings and the most tireless services have no meaning if we aren’t giving our hearts to God. We need to humbly acknowledge that all blessings are from him, that we will never be worthy of the least of them, and that it is only through Christ that we can stand before God. Our offerings and service should come from hearts thankful to God for all he has done for us.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31

God’s stewardship of blessings runs counter to man’s expectations—or, let’s be realistic: man’s expectations try to swim against the current of God’s values. While man would assume honor and power go to the strong and famous, God’s normal is to choose the lowly, the weak, and the despised as objects of his mercy and recipients of his grace. When it comes to our own stewardship of his gifts, it flows with his wisdom when we share them liberally and pour out our efforts in making sure his grace reaches those on the fringes and those who don’t have anything to give back to us.

Matthew 5:1-12

In these beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount, “blessed” means “happy.” We don’t find happiness in money, power, and material possessions. Happiness comes from being poor in spirit, from meekness, from a thirst for righteousness. For when we have these qualities, we are comforted with the gospel of forgiveness in Jesus our Savior. The gospel brings us true happiness. May we seek to bring this happiness to others, also.
Psalm 1

Psalm 1 presents two responses to God’s Word. On the one hand are those who love the Word and make use of it constantly. They are called blessed. On the other hand are those who mock God’s truth. They are called wicked and their way will perish. May God’s Word be our delight—both learning it ourselves and helping others hear the life-giving message as we support gospel ministry.

Christian Worship: Supplement

Daniel 3:13-27

These verses serve to powerfully remind us that we are not merely stewards of God’s gifts of time, talents, and treasures. We are also stewards of the gift of his truth! Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were more thankful to God for his grace than they were afraid for their personal safety. This thankfulness led them to respond in faith, refusing to let the truth about God’s love and power be diminished in any way.

Epiphany 5




Isaiah 58:5-9a

Hearts filled with saving faith in Jesus have no illusions about the ability to impress God through act and effort. Our acts and efforts don’t. Instead, hearts who trust God’s promise of forgiveness through Jesus are so moved out of gratitude that they can’t help but express love and thanks through activity. Gratefully struggling to live as our Savior wants us to—that’s the stewardship of a thankful heart!

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

There’s a man in one of our churches whose job places him in front of crowds, and he’s good at public speaking. But he doesn’t want to take any position in his church that would have him speak to others about God. He’s afraid the content is too important, too serious, too easy to mess up. He’s forgotten Paul’s words right here. You don’t have to know a lot to just share what you know. You don’t have to speak powerfully or convincingly on lofty topics of dogmatic complexities. You can keep it simple: Just share that sin makes us all guilty and that our Savior makes us all right with God. Then invite the other person to believe it too.

Matthew 5:13-20

Jesus gave me the job of being a light, a light to the world in fact! How can I possibly do this? I can try to show my love for God in all that I do and say, in the way I manage the money and possessions and gifts he has given me. I can give him back a significant portion of my income with which he has blessed me. But at most that would only provide light for my small area, not the world! I thank God that I don’t have to do this alone. By his grace and mercy, all of us work together, encouraging and strengthening each other as we lift high the light to tell the good news that God sent his Son to die for the sins of the world and to triumph over death and hell.

Psalm 111

“Praise the LORD!” The psalmist begins with these words and provides plenty of evidence why we need to praise the LORD. The LORD has done powerful deeds. Praise him! He is gracious and compassionate. Praise him! He provides food. Praise him! He remembers his promises. Praise him! He has redeemed us. Praise him! The LORD has done everything worthy of praise—not you and me. That changes the way we look at ourselves and the gifts we bring him. We don’t give because we must give something up or hand something over. We give because we have another opportunity to praise him!
Christian Worship: Supplement

Joshua 24:14-24

By nature, sinful people can never truly be faithful in the managing of their lives. Although God knows that his believing people will break their promises, he graciously entrusts his gifts to us anyway! It’s trust in God’s greatest gift of Jesus and his perfect record of stewardship for us that prompts our eagerness to pledge our lives to the Lord. That’s faithful stewardship—covered by Jesus, overcome with thankfulness, and living with a true desire to serve God as best we can.
Epiphany 6





Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Promises, promises. In the Old Testament reading for this sixth Sunday after the Epiphany we are reminded of the promises that God made to the people of Israel—of promises kept. Our lives are filled with choices like the ones enumerated: “life and prosperity, death and destruction . . . life and death, blessings and curses.” And, it is further explained that “the LORD is your life,” and commanded that we “choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.” The promises that he set forth from the ancient times of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have been continuously fulfilled through God’s power and love. The choices we make and the way we manage God’s blessings reflect our connection with the promises of the past, which continue to affect us. The promise of a Savior, fulfilled on Christmas and carried to the cross, the tomb and the risen Christ, is the ultimate proof of God’s unconditional love for all of us sinners. Our promise fulfilled—for obedience to God, for remaining connected with him—is far more than reaching an earthly promised land; ours is eternal life.

1 Corinthians 2:6-13

Isn’t God’s wise plan astounding? Jesus stepped down from power so that he could wade into weakness to rescue us. He accepted a guilty verdict so that we could enjoy the pronouncement of “not guilty.” He promises a heaven we can’t see to all those who do see it by faith. He asks only that we believe these promises—something we do not have the ability to do—but then grants us the miracle-gift of faith so that we can believe it. What little time we have to honor him! What few short breaths we possess to thank him. Yet thank him we will with our every breath and every gift!

Matthew 5:21-37

There’s so much more to righteousness than we thought! How many people have felt good about themselves for never murdering, stealing, or cheating on their spouses—and then Jesus says we’re not just stewards of our bodies; we’re also stewards of our thoughts! It sure is a good thing he paid for all our sins! With that kind of righteousness from him, we get the happy motivation to work on our deeds, words, and thoughts as thank offerings to him who loves us and freed us from our sins.

Psalm 119a

A Christian is the happiest and most blessed person of all. Our happiness is not found in the comforts of life or the abundance of our possessions. Our happiness is found in believing and following the Word of the Lord. Living with God’s Word in our hearts through faith moves us to live as children of God. It is the greatest happiness in life to know that we can live a God-pleasing life through faith.
Christian Worship: Supplement

2 Samuel 11:1-17,26,27

David’s sin with Bathsheba serves as a warning and illustration of unfaithful stewardship. Everything under David’s purview as king had been entrusted to his care by God. What God had given to Uriah and Bathsheba did not belong to David. He was sinfully dissatisfied with what God had given him and sinfully desired what God had given them. These sinful desires led to a terrible misuse of God’s gifts and the stunning consequences to follow. May God keep us always content and thankful with what he’s given each of us.
Transfiguration
Exodus 24:12, 15-18

“Come up to me on the mountain and stay here,” said the LORD, “and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” The Israelites had traveled out of captivity and through the wilderness and now witnessed firsthand the smoke and fire on the mountain of the LORD. God often seems more distant to us today. Where are the big miracles, the great demonstrations of divine might? In Moses’ day, however, the greatest miracle of all was that God was speaking directly to man to set out his commandments for his people. This is a miracle we share in as we study God’s Word. We know that God speaks directly to us as he forgives our sin and promises eternal life with him in heaven. His powerful Word creates faith in our hearts that blossoms into fruits of praise to him.

2 Peter 1:16-21

It is so appropriate that the story of the Transfiguration comes just before Lent begins. Before the blood and gore of Lent, we see Jesus on the mountain exalted and glorified. We need that, as did Peter, James, and John. The Heavenly Father attests to his love for Jesus, something we need to remember when Jesus calls out, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” on Good Friday. This is the same Jesus that the prophets attested to in the Word when the Holy Spirit inspired them to write. This is the same Jesus we attest to as we dedicate our lives to him by learning more about him and serving him in all we do.  

Matthew 17:1-9

Can you imagine? If you had been there, would you believe what you were seeing? Jesus transfigured in white light! Jesus, Moses, and Elijah together in a cloud on a high mountain—a miraculous sight! Peter, James, and John were awestruck and afraid, even “terrified.” There were allusions to “the Son of Man” being “raised from the dead.” Jesus stood before them and prophesied his death and resurrection. Of course, we have the advantage of knowing the rest of the story. We have the written and spoken Word of God in Scripture. The fantastic facts of Jesus’ birth, life, teachings, healings, miraculous actions, suffering, death, resurrection, and the additional promise of his returning, are all available to us. As we manage this life that has been created for us, we learn how to live our lives with unconditional love and never-ending faith through the example of what Jesus (as God and man) gave us. When we, as God’s stewards, are making choices in life, we can look to the Word to answer, “What would Jesus do?”

Psalm 148

The very fact that, though a sinner, God maintains you are close to his heart, is an unfathomable reality. What other possible response can you and I have than to join with all creation in hurling our praises to him. In formal worship? Certainly. In our jobs and schooling too. In our relationships and personal time too. In our recreation and our finances too. What aspect of our lives has not been graciously blessed by him and so deserves to be joyfully harnessed for him? The simple answer? There is none. Let our grateful hearts pour forth our praise every day in every way.
Christian Worship: Supplement

Psalm 110

As the Father speaks to the Son in this Messianic psalm, we gain a “behind-the-scenes” look at their conversation about our salvation. This decision involved the Father’s loving direction and the Son’s perfect obedience. He would not only bring his kingly rule to the hearts of believers but would offer himself as the priestly sacrifice to make atonement for our sins. He received these offices by special appointment from his Father and he carried them out in willing and obedient perfection. All glory to God that Jesus’ perfect stewardship means such freedom and forgiveness for us! How can we not respond in love—eager to be stewards ourselves in eternal thankfulness?
Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 59:12-20

Does it ever feel like the world just isn’t working right? We so often see success follow the wicked, and it seems like the only people who persevere are those who are willing to allow at least a little dishonesty into their lifestyle. We’re not the only ones who feel that way. Isaiah writes that the Lord looked at humanity and saw only our wickedness and injustice. He surely would have been just in destroying all of us, but instead he sent Jesus to pay for our sins and set us right with him. Now we live with the opportunity to let Christ’s light shine through us in the way we treat one another.

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2

The apostle Paul makes it very clear that, thanks to all Jesus accomplished, we are “reconciled to God . . . now is the time of God’s favor, now is day of salvation.” Now is the time to be at God’s work with our lips, our lives, and our total commitment to the Lord’s church. May the management of our time and money reveal that we really believe in the urgency of getting the Lord’s work done now and not later.

Luke 18:9-14

The parable of the Pharisee and tax collector is about us. We have the sinful nature of the Pharisee that wanted to take credit for words and actions that appear to be good on the outside even though motives are far from perfect. The Pharisee was full of pride. C.S. Lewis once said that “pride is the great sin.” Pride moves us to look down on everyone and doesn’t allow us to look up. The tax collector, on the other hand, teaches us to look up when our sins put us down. Not only is there forgiveness for our countless sins that the sinful nature likes to overlook, but we look up to Jesus as the one for whom we thankfully live and give and serve.

Psalm 51a

God is a holy judge but not an eager one. All his holy court’s evidence points to only one possible verdict for me: guilty as charged. He is justified in that assessment of my life. But because of his startling love expressed to me in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, he also justifies the sentence of my life. Through Jesus I am clean! What a difference that makes in my desire to serve him. It’s not fear or guilt compelling me toward holy living; it is only gratitude spurring on my gifts of love. It is only thankfulness driving my acts of kindness to others. I can’t help what I am now; he has determined my innocence!

Christian Worship: Supplement

Numbers 21:4-9

On this day of repentance, we can’t help but see our many failings when it comes to how we evaluate God’s gifts to us. Like the people complaining about food and water, we too grumble against God about how he cares for us. Yet, in mercy, God provided a simple solution to the people of the Old Testament: “look and live.” He has provided a simple solution for us too. “Look to Jesus and his cross and live!” What wondrous love is this, O my soul? The God who is the object of my grumbling is also the subject of my rescue. How can I have anything but love for him? And what a change in perspective this grants me regarding his provision—lovingly chosen, precisely for me!

2 Corinthians 7:8-13a

Most people don’t like being corrected. When someone tells us we’re wrong, it’s so much easier to focus on finding reasons that it was wrong of the other person to correct us at all. “Who are you to judge? Is it really that big a deal?” As far as public awareness of Bible verses goes, Matthew 7:1, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged,” ranks nearly as high as John 3:16. As Christians, we must always remember that the ultimate goal of correction is repentance, and that from a life of repentance flows all sorts of gifts. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians was no small rebuke, but it produced good results in them including a renewed attention to how they ought to be behaving. May we receive all our rebukes with an equally gracious attitude and a desire to see God’s will done.
